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DISCOURSE 


Concerning the IumMoRTALITY 


OF-THE 


Human Sou. 


OME Articles of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, are demon- 
ſtrable by human Reaſon. The 
Exiſtence of God, his Almighty 
Power, c. areevidenc'd by the 
Works of Creation and Provi- 
dence; other Truths have their 
Proofs from Divine Revelation. 
Of this Nature are the Articles 
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that relate to the Reſurrection of 
the dead, the future judgment, the 
Eternity of the Torments of Hell, 
and the Perennity of the Bleſſed- 
neſs of Heaven. Theſe things 
receive their principal Proof 
from the Holy Script ure. 

And in diſcourſing of them it 
is, firſt, requiſite we ſhou'd be e- 
{tabliſh'd into the Belief, of the 
Divine Original of the Bible, and 
then we are to enquire what is 
affirmed therein, and accordingly 
form our Judgments of them. 
Whether the Immortality of the 
Soul, be demonſtrable by Argu- 
ments fetch'd from the Light of 
Nature, in Contrad iſtinction to 
the Holy Scriptures, I ſhall not 
now diſpute; I write to them 
who do profeſs their Belief of 
the Divine Authority of the Sa- 
cred Volume. I ſball inſiſt on Ar- 
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S®W 
guments drawn from thence, tc 
prove that the reaſonable Soul is 
immortal, 

1. The Souls of Men are Im- 
mortal, it may be prov'd from what 
the Scripture declares, concerning 
their being like to the holy Angels. 

The Exiſtence of Immortal 
Spirits not lodg'd in Bodies, is ſo 
often aſſerted in Scripture, that a 
Man muſt either be prodigiouſly 
ſtupid, or deny the Truth of the 
Bible that (hall call it in queſtion, 
If it be obje&ed, we do not know 
what a Spirit is it may be anſwer- 
ed, we have an intuitive Know- 
ledge of a Being, that Thinks, 
Rejoices, Sorrows, Doubts, Be- 
lieves, Affirms and Denies, which 


is diſtinct from the Body. And 
no Man hath a clearer or more 
demonſtrative Argument, for the 
Exiſtence of his Body : Now this 
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think 
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thinking Subſtance is therefore ſaid 
tobe immortal, becauſe it is like 
an Angel, a Being not clogg'd 
with a Body, which hath no in- 
ward Principle of Corruption, 
and which we call a Spirit, to 
diſtinguiſh it from a Subſtance 
that may be ſeen or felt, or that 
is liable to diflolution, Pal. civ. 
Now the Souls of Men are 
like the Angels, Lale xx. 36. 
neither Can they die any more, for 
#hey are equal to the Angels, &c. 
If they are equal to the Angels 
they are immortal. If holy Men 
ſhall be equal to the Angels at the 
Reſurrection, they muſt be im- 
mortal. As to their Exiſtence in 
A ſeparate State until the Re ſur- 
rection, our Lord evidently 
proves it from the Exiſtence of A- 
braham, Iſaac, and Facob. As 
to Wicked Men, their Souls 
are 
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are like the Devils, they ſhall ne- 
ver be annihilated, but they ſhall 
be tormented for ever, Mat. xxv 
48. The Souls of Good and Bad 


; ſhall remain in being for ever; 


# 
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2. Such things are affirm'd of the 


' reaſonable Soul, as do imply or ſup- 
poſe its Immortality. 


The Subſi- 
ſtence of the Soul diſtin& from 


the Body is imply'd, 1 Kin. xvii, 


22. The Soul of the Child came in- 


to him again. Conſequently the 


Soul ſubſiſts when ſeperate from 


the Body, independent thereof. 


And if the Soul continue thinking 
after its Separation, it is, in rea- 
ſon, to be eſteemed immmortal. 
And that it does ſubſiſt in a 
ſeparate State may be prov'd ; 
our Lord declares the penetent 
Thief ſhould be with him that 


Day in Paradiſe, Luke xxiii. 42. 


where 
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where it is ſuppos'd, that the re 
Sou) of our Lord was to be that 
Day in Paradiſe, and that the 4 
Perſon to whom he ſpake, was 
to be with him. Chriſt's Body 
remained on Earth that, and ſe- at 
veral Days following; it muſt F. 
then be underſtood concerning D 
his Soul which was to be ina rit 
ſeparate State, where alſo the“ H: 
dying Penetent was admitted. 
The two diſtinct States of the fu 
Soul and Body, are pointed thi 
out to us, Feel. xii. 7. Then fhall © wt 
the Duſt return to the Earth as it | ſet 
was, and the Spirit to God who | M: 
2 ave it. an 

Solomon ſeems to allude to that 
Hiſtory of the Creation of Man, be 
whoſe Body was form'd of Duſt, * 1 
and into which God breathed an | 
immortal Spirit, Gen ii. 7. the its 
Body is Duſt, and unto Duſt it 

re- 
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returns again, Gen. iii. 19. but 
the Soul is made by the immedi- 
ate Power of God, and to God 


it ſhall return again. 
It was made by him immedi- 


. ately; he hath this Title, the 
' Father of Spirits, Heb. xii. 9. at 


Death they go to him. The Spi- 


; rits of good Men come into his 
Hands, Luke xxiii. 46. 


The Souls of wicked Men do 


ſubſiſt in a ſeperate State after 


their Funerals, as well as theirs 


who are religious; this is repre- 
ſented in the Parable of the Rich 
Man and Lazarws, Luke. xvi. 22. 

and following Verſes. 


3. The Acting: > 4 the Soul may 


be produc'd as an Argument for its 
Immortality. 


It is capable of reflecting on 


its own Acts, and it diſcerns be- 


tween 
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tweon things which are propoſed. 0 


to Conſideration; which it hath vai. 
not ever been proved that Body or vai. 
ſolid Matter may pretend unto. tha 

The Sout is capable of being whi 
govern'd by a moral Law, and }pof, 
of being influenced by the Hopes *pret 
of eternal Bleſſedneſs, as well as by mor 
Fear of everlaſting Miſery ; And iſciei 
of underſtanding and enjoying ou 
God, whom to know is Life E- AQ 
ternal, Joh, xvii. 3. Beſides if we Sapp 
conſider the vaſt Defires that are The 
in the Souls of Men, we may bet 
conclude them to be immortal, 
they are ſuch as cannot be ſatisfi- 
ed with any thing on this Earth, 
Ecel. i. 8. Wow, to what Pur- ? 
poſe are theſe Deſires, if there Pon 
were not a State hereafter where - Dive 
in they may receive full Satisfacti- agaii 
on? Would it not be a Blemiſh Pow, 
to the Infinite Wiſdom of God tain 

tO 
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oſed & make ſo noble a Creature in 


hath vain? And Man muſt be made in 
ly or vain, if there be no other Life 
o. than this preſent mortal State, 
xeing which its unreaſonable to ſup- 
and poſe. The Soul abides after this 
lopes 'preſent Life is finiſhed ; it is Im- 
as by mortal. Take a View of Con- 
And iſcience, or the Power which our 
dying Souls have of reflecting on our 
fe E- Actions, and Immortality will 
if we appear rightly attributed to them. 
at are There is an Eternal Difference 
may between Moral Good and Evil, 


ortal, and ſuch is the Power of Con- 
atisfi- ſcience, as to call the boldeſt 4 
Earth, heiſt or vileſt Saducee to Account. 
t Pur- Wicked Men may charm their 


there Conſciences into a Slumber, or by 
vhere - Diverſions or impudent Sinning 
isfacti- ggainſt Knowledge enervate their 
lemiſh Power for a time, yet at cer- 
f God tain Seaſons they will ſpeak out, 

to and 
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and cauſe Amazement to ſiez up- 
on them. The Fear of the Day 
of Judgment, made the Roman 
Governor tremble, AFs xxiv. 25. 

4. The Immortality of the Soul 
may be argued fromthe Redemption 
thereof. 

Were we no better than the 
Beaſts that Periſh, it cannot be 
ſuppoſed that Feſ&s Chriſt ſhould 
have undertook our Redemption, 
The moſt valuable Price was paid 
fer us, 1 Pee L-18, 19. - The 
Son ot God hath reveal'd a moſt 
bleſſed Immortality, 2 Tim. i. 10. 
and the Redemption which he 
hath procur'd is ETERNAL, Heb. 
Ix. 12 Heb. v. 9 This cou'd n: t be 
Eternal; if the Souls of the Re- 
deemed were not immortal. The 
The Scripture gives an Account 
of the Souls of them who ſuffer d 


for their Adherence tothe Chri- 
| _ Wa 
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ſtian Faith, Rev. vi. 9, 10, 11. 
which proves their Exiftence in a 
ſeparate State. 

5. The Puniſhments threatned, 
and the Rewards promiſed in the 
Word of God, do ſbem that the Souls 
of Men are immortal. 

In the Scripture there are threa- 
tnings of Everlaſting Miſery, 
which ſuppoſe the Soul to be im- 
mortal. The Torments of Hell 
are perpetual, Mar. xi. 48. and 
their DeſtruQion is everlaſting, 
2 Theſ. i. 9. not that wicked Men 
ſhall be anihilated, but ſuch Paſſ- 
ages imply they ſhall be for ever 
to be miſerable. This is utterly 
impoſſible, unleſs you grant the 
Soul immortal. Some Men are fo 
unhappy as to have the Threat- 
ning of an Eternal Separation from 
God's Favour executed on them, 


; whilſt others are the happy Ob- 


jects 
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jects of Divine Favour, to whom 
the Promiſe of Life for Ever is 
made, Tit.. i. 2. The Bleſſedneſs 
of Heaven, is deſcribed by its E- 
verlaſting Duration, 2 Pet. i, 11. 
As long as God himſelf, who is o- 
ver all bleſſed for evermore, ſhall 
exiſt, ſo long ſhall the Felicity 
of holy Men continue. As long 
as Jeſus Chriſt (hall live in Heaven, 
ſo long ſhall the Souls of them 
whom he hath redeemed, be hap- 
py in the Enjoyment of his Favour 
and Preſence, Chriſt lives for 
ever, Rev. i. 16. and holy Ven 
ſhall be for Ever with him, 1 Theſ. 
iv. 17. which proves the Immorta- 
lity of the Soul. 

6. If we take a View of both good 
and evil Men, we may ſee juſt Rea- 
ſon to conclude the Reality of an 0- 
ther and an Eternal tate, and con- 
ſequently of the Soals Immortality. 
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The Events of Providence are 
ſo dark oftentimes, that no Know- 
ledge either of Love or Hatred, 
can be collected from any thing 
that attends Men in this World, 
Eccl. ix. 1, 2. Now there being 
an eternal and unchangeable Dit- 
ference between moral good and e- 
vil, between Vertue and Vice, it 
is but reaſonable to conclude, that 
Perſons who are converſant in the 


one, ſhou'd have a different Re- 


ward from what belongs to them 
who are addicted to the other. 

And ſince, in this preſent Life, 
there is no ſuch remarkable diſ- 
tinction made between Good and 


Bad, as that any Man ſhould be 
a abſolutely determined Good on 


the account of Proſperity or Bad 
on the account of Adverſity, that 
attends him, it follows there muſt 
be another World wherein all 

B Things 


1 
Things ſhall be placed in a true 


light. 


Prophane and Atheiſtical Wretch 


{hall have the Judgments which 


he merited executed upon him, 
whilſt he who was truly Reli- 


gious ſhall be Eternally happy in 


the enjoyment of Gods favour; 
neither of which can be, unleſs 
the Souls of Men be Immortal. 


Firſt, As to Wicked Men, it muſt 
neceſſarily be con luded their Souls. 
are Immortal, ſince they receive not 


4. full puniſhment in this World for 
their wickedneſs. That Wicked- 
neſs deſerves puniſhment is ac- 
knowledged by ſome wicked Men. 
This hath been one reaſon. of their 


Atheiſm : They proſper and have. 


no remarkable puniſhment fol- 
lowing their Impieties, Job xxi. 
12, 13, 14. The next world W 

ear 


He who acted the part of a 
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clear the matter, where it will 
appear, that, notwithſtandidg . 
wicked Men proſpered for a Time, 
the juſt God was neither deaf nor 
blind. God is good to all Men ; 
To ſome he manifeſts his good- 
neſs in this prelent Life, for others 
he reſerves a future Bleſſednels. 
The proſperity of Vicious Men 
may be produced as a proof of 
another State, wherein their Tri- 
umphs ſhall be turned into Con- 
fuſion, We have this illuſtrated 
in the Parable, wherein they who 
are Holy, are repreſented under 
all the diſadvantages of preſent 
Calamity, and they who debe 
God and Goodneſs; do enjoy plen- 
ty and grandure, Lake, XVI. 19. 
&c. The future State will ſolve. 
this Difficulty. 

Secondly, The Immortality of the - 
Souls of Religiom Men is to be con- 
| cluded 
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cluded from the evils which they are 
expoled unto in this preſent Life. E- 
vil is threatned againſt Wicked 
Men, and Bleſſedneſs is ingaged to 


the Pious, 1/azah III. x, xi. Holy 


Mea do not, in this World, recerve 
many Bleſſings which God hath 


promiſed. And ſince God is a God 
of truth, we judge the Soul Im- 


mortal, otherwiſe they who are. 


Men of the belt character for Ho- 
lineſs, Juſtice, Truth and Tem- 
perence, &c. Would be of all Per- 
{ons the moſt miſerable, 1 Cor. xv. 
19. If you conſider holy Men 
either in a publick or private 
Station, you'l find that it is not 
conſiſtent with the Goodneſs of 


God, to ſuffer them to have ſuch. 


Eatertainment in this World as 
they generally have, if their Souls 
be not in Immortal. It is reaſon- 


able to allow that ſuch as are like 


God 


— 
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God in Holineſs ſhou'd be his Fa- 
verites, if Heirs of Fav, they 
may rationaily expca cumplear 


Bleſſedneſs fooner or later; no 


ſuch thing is to be enj"yed in this 
preſent World, on ihe contrary 
Affliction and and Sorrow betall 
the beſt of Men. The Apoltle 
Paul was a Man who always aim- 
ed at the Glory of God, was al- 
ways engag'd in ſome noble De- 
fign for the Honour of his Re- 
deemer, and the Benefit of them: 
with whom he had Converſe: Ir 
might be thought ſuch a Man 
ſhould meet with kind Entertain- 
ment, and ſhou'd have continual 
Praiſe by thole whoſe Welfare 
he endeavour'd. We ſee the con- 
trary, his Life was full of uneaſi- 
neſs, he was expoſed to poverty 


and Contempt, the two greateſt E- 


vils with which a generous Mind 
can 


L 18 J 
can be burthen'd. The whole 
Creation ſeem'd to be at War 
with him, 2 Cor. xi. 26. how is 


this reconcileable with God's 


Goodneſs, unleſs we grant a fu- 


ture Eternal State: It is an invin- 
cible Argument to prove another 
World, where a full recompence 
{hall be given. Nor is this the 


Caſe only of them who are Mi- 


niſters of the Goſpel, it is the 


common Lot of every true Chri- 
ſtian ro undergo Perſecution in 
ſome Degree. 2 Tim. iii. 11, 12. 


how ſhall we reconcile theſe things 
with the Goodneſs of God, unleſs 
we embrace the Belief of the Im- 
mortality of the Soul? This will 
ſolve all the Difficulties, and give 
life to the darkeſt Events of Di- 


vine Providence. 
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| ON THE 


Holy Scriptures : 


Uſeful to be confidered in the 
daily Reading 


The Lively ORACLES. 
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Stars are poor Books, and oftentimes do miſs : 

This Book of Stars lights to Eternal Bliſs. 
Herb. Temple, on Holy Scrj 8. 
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1 0 T'HE 
READER. 


Hall not refuſe paying the 

ordinary reſpect, which 4 
Man who publiſhes a Book 
owes to his Reader, of giving 
an Account of what may be ex- 
pected in the performance; Mu 
are, then, to know that my de · 
ien is to do good to ſome who- 
have not leiſure to read or ability. 
to purchaſe large Volumes of Com- 
mentaries on the Bible : Every 
Perſon in ſuch circum ances who 
makes conſcience of peruſing ſome 
part of the Sacred Book daily, 
A 2 deſerves 


To The Reader, 


deſerves to be encouraged by a 
ſuitable AſeRance. 
I doubt not but that as others 


hade been, ſo this Treatiſe will 


be looked on by a compaſſionate 
ſort of Readers, whoſe Pitty 
extends it ſelf to every one who 
appears in Publick, imagin- 
ing a weakneſs is betrayed, either 
in the Subject which is choſen, 
or in the method wherein the 
Diſcourſe is purſued, or in the 
ſeaſon of its Publication. Very 
obliging Perſons they are, and 
if any ſuch read this Pretace 
they may let the Book alone, it 
is not printed with an intention 
to occaſion uneaſyneſs. 

Others complain of the mul- 
tiplying Books of a Practical 
Nature, as a grievance. Their 

objection 
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To the Reader. 


a objection is too Trivial to de- 
ſerve a Reply. 
5 If a Learned Man ſhall think 
1 fit to ſpend a part of his time 
te in looking on this Traf, I do 
ty aſſure him, that I had not his 
20 Information in my View, but 
12 ſubmit it to his cenſure. I could 
T7 | eaſily have inlarged on ſome Ar- 


| * . A 
| ticles which gave me opportunity 
to have made an oſtentation of 


Je Learning, but it would not have 
* | _ anſwered my purpoſe of beingſer- 
4 i wiceable to Perſons of that Cha- 
e | rader whoſe benefit I have at- 
NS = 
wn: It's eaſy to diſcern that I have 


viewed ſeveral Writers who are 


LL tr not always quoted My not 
al | mentioning their Names 1s, prin. 
iir Ccipally, owing to my Reader, 
= whom 


To the Reader. 
whom I, almo$ all along, ſup- 
poſe unacquainted with the Lear- 
ned Languages. | 

To do my ſelf Juſtice, I 
add, that in the Paſſages which, 
to me, appeared mo$} exceptio- 
nable, I have quoted mine Au- 
thor. Hottinger's Eccleſiaſti- 
cal HiStory, and Dr. Leufden's 
Philological Pieces gave me ſeve- 
ral of the Hints inſerted in the 
Third Chapter. Ag 

I do but lightly touch on the 
Philology of the Scripture, be- 
cauſe I am, happily, prevented 
from it, by a valuable Book of 
Mr. Henry Lukin's, intitu- 
led, An Introduction to the 
Scriptures. What I hade writ- 
ten interferes very little with that 
Reverend Author. 
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To the Reader. 

T have taken pains to advance 
my Reader's Happineſs which 
he ought not to envy, The pro- 


Jperity of all Eſſays in this kind 


pends on the Bleſſing of God, 
unto which it is with Humility 
recommended. 
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Ine Marrow of Modern Divinity; touch- 
iug the Covenant of Works, aid tue Cove- 
Naut ot Crance; with their ſeveral Natures, 

| | Lle 


and ſold by N. Hillier. 


Uſe and End; clearly deſcribing the Way te 
Eternal Life by Jeſus Chriſt. By E. F. The 
Ninth Edition, with the commendatory Epi- 
ſtles of divers Divines of great eſteem in the 
City of London, 

Juit Publiſn'd. A Name in Heaven the trueſt 
Ground of Joy, on Luke ro. 20. And the 
Power of Grace, in weaning the Heart from 
the World, on Hal. 131. 1. Set forth in Two 
Diſcourfes, in Commemoration of the Happy 
Birth, c. of the only Son of a Perſon of 

lity. By the late Reverend Mr. Matthew 
Mead, Now publiſhed from the Original Co- 
pies, wrote out fair, fit for the Prefs, with 
the Author's own Hand, and by him dedicated 
to the ſaid Perſon of Quality. Twelves, price 
one Shilling. . 

A choice Drop of Honey from the Rock 
Chriſt. pr. 2d. or 1 s. 6 d. a Dozen 
A Defence of the glorious Goſpel of the 

bleſſed God, attempted againſt the New Law: 


With an Anſwer to Thirteen Arguments of 


Mr. Baryet for it, By the late Reverend Mr. 
John Ryther of NVottingbam, Octavo pr. 6 d. 
The Proteſtant Reconciler : Or Brief Notes 
on the Myſterious Book of the Revelation, in 
its 3 principal Parts. rig. 1. The Preface. 2. 
The Body or Viſionary part. And 3. The Con- 
cluſion, wherein the Characters, Marks, and 
Notes of the True and Falſe Church are laid 
down: And it is pioved that all found Prote- 
ttants are of one Heart and Way, and agree 
in all the ſubltantials of Religion; with above 
Fifty Rea ſons for ſeperation fiom Humane Ce- 
reinonies in the Worſtip of God, in the Church 
of Acme; whetein allo the Rights of the Clui- 
uian Church are fully aſſerted, and ſuch a Vin- 
Cicat ion of the Diſſenters as never was prunes 
12. pi ice 18. 6d. 
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Flow Di: inc Truths were firſt commit. 
ted to Writing, and the Reaſon. Of 
the Holy Scriptures, and Inſpiration. 
8 Remarks ubon the Languages in which 
the Bible was written. How far the 
ſeveral Paſſages therein may claim 


Divize Original. 


ATT Book commonly ca! 
ed the Holy Bible, containins 
77 4 Ol. {Teh ent, and the Ne Ty 
iSreceived by Chriſtians, with 
2 Veneration which dilcovers they Be- 
lieve it to be compiled by the Command, 
and under the ſpecial Direction of th- 
Eternal Reins. 1 bis 1s ſufficient to ex- 
cite an Euguiry into the Nature and 
Contents of a Volume which lavs claim 
FO. al Exc lier TY p< culiar TO if ſelf. 

The Enquiry concerning the rea- 
{0:1 vol Gods! revealing his Mind and Wiil 
ty Writing, leems requiſite to be con- 


— 


— 
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ſidered : as being {erviceable to anſwer 
| ſome Objrctious againſt the Method 
25 N which 
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Ob/ervations on Chap. . 


which he takes to diſcover our Duty to 
us, becauſe it's different from what was 
ied to illuminate the firit Ages. 

Writing does by Viſible Signs, com— 
municate the Thoughts of Men co each 
other. The Man who firſt invented the 
Alphabet, hath fo ſignally obliged the 
World, as to deſerve an immortal Name : 
But he hath undergone the unhappine!ts 
ro be forgotten, and conſequently to be 
unknown to us, at the leait under this 
Character. I am not ignorant, that ſome 
do with probability aſſign this luvention 
to Moſes, Nor am willing to detract 
in the leaſt from that Man, concerning 
whom a Pagan Author did give this 
Teſtimony, That he was a Perſon memora- 
ble for the Greatneſs of his Soul,and the Re- 
gularity of his Life, Neverthelets, ſince 
it is no true Zeal for the Honour of ano- 
ther, to aicribe that which in reality be- 
longs not to him, I own my felt victina- 
ble ro be of the opinion of a [.carted 
Man, Who thinks that Writings were in 
the Church more Antient chan thote of 
Moſes; his Argument is, that it is not 

8 8 likely, they of Old who in- 
1 Icio joyed bur few Revelations 
„ of Divine Things, ſhould 
trul them only to Oral 

Tradition, 
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Tradition, but they did rather conſign 
them to Writing, for the better ſecurity 
againtt the Injuries they might in time 
fluffer. According to this conjecture, 
AMuyfes is to be looked on as a Collector 
of the ſeveral paiſaces recorded in his 
Books, which fell ont before his time. 

Nor doth this in the leaſt diminiſh 
ne Divine Authority of his Books, ſince 
Dat he collected them, was by the fſpe- 
41% direction, and influence of the God 
of Heaven, 

t would be an unworthy imagination 
to ſuppole, that the Firſt Fathers of the 
Churca (1 do not mean them who lived 
teme Ages ſince the Chriſtian Ara, bur 
hole M ho lived before, and toon after 
is Floud) were ſuch Enemies to each 
0:her as noc to have tolemn Aſſemblies, 
in which the Hiſtory of the Original of 
the World, of the Fall of Man, and 
other tignal events of Providence was 
conſidered. Now when God had called 
Avraham, and after him the J/raelzriſh 
Nation into covenant, he was pleaſed to 
make more Glorious 12ilcoveries of his 
pertections to them than to any other 
Perion or People. And his Wiſdom ap- 
peared in ordering that the principal Diſ- 
Foveries which had been made, ſhould 
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be committed to Writing. They flatter 
Mankind at an extraordinary rate, who 
think that Divine Truths could have 
been ſufficiently preſerved if no Scripture 
had been compoied. The Hiſtory of the 
— Events recorded in the Bible, would 
ong ſince have ſuffered ſo much by bold 
Additions, or careleſs Omiſſions, as that 
we ſhould not have left unto us the Me- 
mory of the Firſt real Truths thereof. 
Had the Hiſtory of the Events of the Cen- 
tury wherein the Reformation from Po- 
pery began, been neglected, we ſhould 
have loſt the Knowledge of many parti- 
culars which now afford a grateful En- 
tertainment: The Temper of the gene- 
rality is to mind only the preſent, and 
the greareſt Tranfactions of time 
paſt do little affect except to amule 
them, whilit ſome of their leiſure Hours 
lye heavy on them as an unſupportable 
Burthen. 

And as to the Doctrines of Religion, 
it is not likely they ſhould have eicaped 
a treatment leſs ignominious than the 
Divine Hiſtory; ſince, notwithſtanding 
the Word of God hath been prelerved in 
Writing from Age to Age, yet it is ma- 
nifeit that Multitudes of corrupt, and 
extravagant Tenents hae been inven- 

te d; 
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ted, are fomented and defended with a 
Zeal beyond what is ſhewn on behalf of 
the Eſſential Articles of Religion. How 
ſhould, a Man born in this Ape, be able 
to diſcover the Way to Happineſs which 
the Light cf Nature ſhews him to be ca- 
pable of enjoying, if he had not ſome 
ſetled and certain Rule to guide both 
his Faith and Practice! Every Man who 
pretends to a By-opinzon lays claim to 
Truth, and whom to believe amongſt 
the manifold Diviſions that are too vilte 
ble to be concealed, would be a Point 
of roo great dificulty to be ſurmounted, 
were it not that the infallible Rule is 
contained in the Bible. 

Nor can we think of a more conveni- 
ent way of tranſmitting the Heavenly 
Dottrines from Age to Age, than this 
of Writing. The multitude of Copies 
which were ſoon taken of the Divine 
Writings after their compilement, pro- 
tected them from being capable of ſuffer- 
ing any remarkable lnjuries by fucceed- 
ing Ages. 

And we have found the Benefit of it : 
For the fictitious Golpels that early ap- 
pear-d in.che Chriſtian Church, paſſing 
under the Names uf tot » I. 
nu. ts, of Nic ode, 1 
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foon condemned to rhe obſcurity which 
everwhelms their Memory, who would 
have impoſed them on the World, 


2. The Writings contained in the 
Bible do challenge a Divine Original in a 
way that is nncommon, The Hight of 
Nature, or that Knowledge in the VII 4s 
of Men, which is dedi ced from the per- 
ce ption of External Objects, and from the 

Obſervation and Reflection which they 
make on their Ideas of things, deſcends 
from the Father of Lights : but it is diffe- 
rent from the Knowledge which was be- 
ſtowed on them who compiled the Bible. 
Inſpiration is the Priviledge they laid 
claim unto. They were immediately in- 
n ructed by the great God, and by his 
appointment delivere? thoſe things which 
he made known unto them, for the ad- 
vanrage of the Heirs of Glory. 

Thar Go4 can immediately operate on 
the Minds of Men, is what mut be own- 
ed as a Truth: for we may well enough 
tuppoſe, that one Spirit can convey his 
Thoughts unto another. An Act uf the 
Wall is lufficient to communicate a Truch 
unt) another Intelligent Being. Why 
may not a Power of conveyin ig the Rnow- 
ledge of a Matter, hicherto undilcovered 

10 
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to a Man, be allowed to an Angel, who 
is 2 Spirit not united to a Body, as well 
as juch a Power of communicating things 
to another unbodied Mind? I his Ober- 
vation, if duely conſidered, will perhaps 
give loine Alliance to our Jhoughes, 
@ bout the nature of that inſpiration which 
the Sacred Penmen of the Bible 414 
enzoy. 

It is poſſible for us to conceive, that 
Gol did by the immediate operation ct 
his Holy Spirit betiow knowledge of Fu— 
ture Events, dilcover new Truths unto 
them, and yet not give them any nee 
ſimple Ideas beſides what they had be- 
fore ; and that they ſhould exprels this 
Knowledge in Words intelligible to o- 
thers, who pretend not to immediate 
Revelation. 

Now, to ſecure them who were to 
hear theſe Divine Truths from the 3: 
influence of Doubts and Scruples, they 
who laid the fr:i Ground-works of Re- 
velation on which their Succeſſors were 
to build, and conlonant to which they 
were to proceed, did appear with Cre- 
dentials chat carried along with them 
ungainlayable Proof of their Divine Ori- 
ginal. 
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Aloſes appeared to the J/raclites, and 
declared rhat he had a Commiſhon from 
God to deliver them; he ſupported the 
Truth of his Aſſertion by the Miracles he 
* rought. 

Feſus of Nazareth appeared on Earth, 
and juſtified his Being {ent from Heaven, ; 
by the many Miracles that he effected. 
After him the Apoſtles clearly evidenced 
that they were imployed by the Eternal 
God, and that Jeſus of Nazareth was the 
A: Stab, that he was riſen from the Dead, 
of which they were Witneſſes, and the 
deſended their own Truth, by the Mira- 
cles they wrought in the Name of Jeſus. 

The Sum of what hath been faid is, 
God can inſpire Men: That he did in- 
ſpire ſome, the Perſons who had the 
Heavenly Impreſſions did aſſert; That 
they to whom theſe Sacred Men did 
make known their Revelatio:s, had 
reaſon to be ſatisfied with the Truth of 
them, the Miracles which they wrovghr 
may be produced as a plain Evidence : 
For ir is contrary to realon to think, that 
God ſhould ler his Seal ro any ching but 
Truth, and that he did thus rei iFe, on 
behalf of the Prophets ard Apot. les, is 
beyond co::tradiction, 
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§. 3. As to the Languages in whicu 
the inſpired Penmen of the Bible wrote, 
tome things may be offered which are 
worthy to be remarked. 
The Old Tejt ame was written chief 
in the Hebrew Language, I lay ceſt y, 
or for the greateit Part, lince it's evident 
to them who underitand the Oriental! 
„ Tongues, that foie Para- 
5570 len raphs of it are Written in 
Det 8. the Chalda.c La JIQGUASST. ViR. 
Ferem. 19. 1. 8 tne en 
might readily aulwet thoie who would 
ſeduce thein to Idolatry. Part of Lan 
from Chap. 4. ver. 8. to hap. S. ver. 19. 
is in the Cialdce I. at. zuage, and the 
like is to be obſerved of tome Chapters 
in Daniel. The Reatons of it, were 
partly becaute they lived in Bal, lun, and 
had learned that Language rhem{.lves, . 
and bccaule che Jens, tor whole fake they 
4 Wrote, were mo t acquainted 
lil. Tul. 
"EY with that Tongue, having in 
Es, great n.caſure lo!t their Na- 


tional Sp.ech by that (Captivity. Bu: 


beyon 1 all this, another reaton Be 
E101, why God ordered ir to be ay 
(ih) 0 ſitzui ge that Iutpired 3 Ml. 
5 and WI: ue Revelations, mould 
hereafter be granted to the Contec, 

3 which. 
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which the Ages ſince Chriii's time have 
ſeen accomplithed. For Salvation is no 
no more conhnecd within the Tewijh Na- 
tion, than the Doctrine of it ſhut up in 
Firvrew Language, as it was for many 
Ages. 

AS to the Hebrew, we are to know, 
that it W. the Tongue utually fpoken by 
the / ruclites for nany Hundreds of Years, 
Whil:t they continued an intire Nation; 
the fewne s of ihe Radical Words in that 
- 7 ongve, and ine pecuuar agrecablenets 
of the v Words to the 1 kings for M hich 
the; hapd as audible Ren, cem to fa- 
vour the Opinion of i: being the Orig i- 
nal Language. In v bar ! lerritories, and 
for how nia: y Ages this Language re- 
mained without ai ration, is hard to de- 
termine, and Learned Men ace not yet 
agreed, whettry it were contined to one 
Family, or whether it Gid nor obtain in 
Syria and Canan. But, lating that as 
being Foreign to the __ of this 'I'rea- 
tile, | would rewerk, chat God wis plea- 
ſed to have gpictateit part of the Cid Te- 


ſt ament wrucen in Hebrew, becaule it 


was the Idiom of thote Perſons whole 
tenet was pricipaily aimed at when the 
Sacred Se rip tures Vere con. poted. This 
Latguaye, let many AgcS alter Alrabamns 

time, 
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time, continued pure without degene- 
rating; and it's ver; probable, that no 
ſignal mutation paſſed in it amongſi the 
Iſraclites, until the Captivity of the Ten 
Tribes, who were conquered by Sulma- 
neſer the Aſſyrian Emperor, of which we 
Read, 2 Kings 17. Aiter thoſe unhappy 
Tribes had ſinned th-mſelves into Slave— 
ry, the Language remained amongſt the 
Fews, who comprehend the Tribe of Fu- 
dah and part of Benjamin, and the Poi'e- 
rity of them who removed into that Tribe 
upon the Apoltacy of Feroboam. I pals 
over making any comment on the opini— 
on of the Kall ins, who held, that a- 
mongſt other chings for which the Iſrae- 
lites merited a deliverance out of Egytt, 
this was not the leait conſiderable, they 
did nor Change their Holy Langvage in 
that Land of Slavery. The Hebrew be- 
ing in a declining State in the Chaldean 
Captivity, it never recovered after that 
its Antient Empire again. But Cuſtom, 
the alone Governels of Speech, introdu- 
ced a mixed Language, partly Chaldaic, 
partly Syr/ac, and this was generally 


Ipoken by the Jews in our Saviour's time, 
as may be proved from ſeveral Words 
which arc recorded 28 Uutteicd By him 
with au Literpreration anneved. The 

Evangeliit, 


* Obſer vat ions 00 Chap. J. 
Evangeliſt, giving an Hifory of a Mi- 
racle in raiſing a Dead Perſon, wrought 
by Jeſus of Narareth, interprets the ve- 
ry Words which our Bleſſed Lord ſpake, 
Mark 5. 41. Talitha cumi, which is, be- 
ing interpreted, Damſel ariſe. The He- 
brew being the Tongue generally ſpoken 
by the Church of God, the Almighry 
in his inſpiring the Prophets of Old, d:- 
rected them to utter their Viſions in their 
Native Language. Which ſhews the Im- 
piety and Folly of them, who would 
pretend to confine the Sacred Scripture 
ro an unknown Tongue. An Error 
which the Pride of the R. Church hath 
betrayed them into, 
1h The Latin Tongue was ſpoken at 
Courr, and obtained generally through 
Europe, in the moit celebrated Cities (at 
leaſt) over which the Roman Em. 
pire extended its Dominion. And as it 
is a Note of Conquett for a Nation to 
looſe its Rights of Legiflature, and the 
Tenure of Poſſeſſion, to to be robbed of 
its Language by a Foreign invaſion, is as 
memorable a Mark of Slavery, as any 
which have befallen the Nations who 
were Compelled ro yigld to the Roman 
Puiſſance. And when the Romiſh Clergy 
had wheedied che 7 mzerors out of their 
Righis 
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P.ights, and the Biſhps of Rome had aſſu- 
med to themleives an univerfal Domi- 
nion over the Church, they reſolved, a- 
gainſt the Rules of common ſenſe, ro 
have the Scripture tranſlated into no other 
Tongue but the Vulgar Latin, keeping 
alſo their Liturgy in the ſame Tongue, 
notwithſtanding Millions, who are or 
have been of that Faction in Exrope vn- 
derſtand it not, and conlequently offer 
up ſuch ſort of Devotions, as ſome, as 
many, of the modern Jews, who under- 
ſtand not the Hebrew, yet often run over 
their Prayers in that Tongue, believing 
(and certainly they have a Faith very 
much at command who believe) that ſuch 
is its Power and Efficacy, that whether 
they underiiand the Words they utter or 
nor, yet that God accepts more graci- 
ouſly their Supplications expreſſed in 
Hebrew, than if they were ſpoken in ang» 
ther Language which they underſtood. 


& 4 The Books of the Old Teſta- 
ment being chiefly written in Hebrew, 
were committed to the charge of the 
Jewiſh Church, in which were Men 
who took an eſpecial care to preſerve 
the Sacred Text from any Violations. 
So great was the veneration which the 

Jewiſh 
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Jewiſh Church had for the Inſpired Vo- 
lume, that they took an exact care to 
number the final and middle Conſonants 
of the Words-in the Bible, (. e. in the Old 
Teiiament) and were extreamly nice a- 
bout the Vowels, and Accents, and in 
the end of each Book they put the num- 
ber of its Verles : And they noted the 
middle Verte of the Book. Moreover, 
ſo exact were they, as to oblerve the 
ſeveral Veries in which the whole Hebrew 
Alphabet is contained. Such is the Na- 
ture of the Maſora, ſuch was the im- 
ployment of ſome of their Criticks. 
And however they abominably corrup- 
ted the Worſhip of God, we do not find 
that our Saviour, or his Apoſtles, ever 
charged them with changing the Text. 
It is true our Lord did reprove their 
Folly in adhering to Traditions, yet he 
did not accuſe them of having corrupted 
the Copies of the Old Teſtament, nor 
with having loſt, through carelefſneis, 
or Wickednels, any of the Books of the 
Sacred Canon. 


§. 5. When the FTerſi in Empire yielded 
to the Succeſs of he Aſacedoniar Mo- 
narch, according to the Frophec extant 
in the Eighth Chapter of D.al, the 


time 
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time ſeems to have began when the Cre- 
cian Language was to be received as the 
univerfal Tongue among, ac lealt, the 
more polite Nations over Which the Greek 
Empire did extend it ſelf. And about 
the Age in which our Saviour was born, 
that Language ſcems to have been com- 
monly underitood by the Subjects of the 
Roman Empire, which had vanquiſhed 
all competitors for the univerſel Domi- 
nion. Bur tho' the Greets had carried 
their onquei.s, and their Lauguege ve- 
ry far into Remote Countries, (before 
they yielded to the Romar's) yet they re- 


ſerved to themſelves the moſt polite 


Learning: For to them Foreigners 
came for Education, and among them 
Philviophy flouriſhed, and from Athens 
Strangers carried back a Gretian Air in 
their Þchavicur, end a remenibrance of 
a Language which, perhaps, hath a deli- 
cacy in it, uct calily to be imitated by 
any other, 

The moſt cel rated Authors wrote 
in Creek; Such of chem as ttavebell into 
Foreign Lands, cath: red what YonUu nents 
of Learning they af ::ded, and chen re- 
turned hone, and gave hea to their 
Countrymen in their eu Language, to— 
gether with the improvements e 

cen 


— r — Ces 


16 Ol ſervations on Chap. J. 


been made by themſelves. For this rea- 
ſon the learning this Language became 


no {mall part of the Accompliſhments of 


a Man of Breeding, 


The Wiſdom of God appears in di- 


recting the inſpired Men, who compiled 
the New Tiefament, to write in the Greek 
Language. It had ſo much obtained in 
the World, that Prolen:y King of Fgypt 
procured the Tranſlation cf the J enta- 
teuc h, or Five Books cf Ave into Creek, 
that he might not wait a ſingular Orna- 
ment to a Library that he had Erected. 
The Original Copy of which Tranſlation 
was burnt by Jalius Ci/ar's Souldiers, 
when they conſumed that Noble Libra- 
ry in the Fire which deliroyed Alexan- 
dria, Whether the Seventy Interpreters 
(concerning whom many doubrful things 
are reported) did tranſlate more than 
the Books of Joſcs, is julily queſtioned 
by iome Learned Men, yet it's granted, 
that the Old Telament was rendred into 
Greek before our Siviour's time, and com- 
monty uied by the Jews, who, many of 
them underitevd that Language better 
than the HAcbrem. 

do, in comp:yance with cor mor: Cu- 
ſom, call the Holy Scriptures which were 
written before Christ's time, the Cid Te- 
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ſtament ; And hope, if any Learned 
Man ſhall take the pains to read this Tract, 
(which is deſigned principally for the 
aſſiſtance of them who know no otker 
Language than the Engliſh which they 
were taught in their Infancy) he will ex- 
cule my complying with common ulage, 
ſince I acknowledge that a Teſtament 
properly ſignifies a diſpoſition of Things, 
either by Contract, or Will, and that it 
is to be underſtood of the ordering of 
Things by Will, when applyed to the 
Writings of the Evargelifts and Apoſtles. 
A Will is not of Force until the Death of 
the Perſon who makes it, and conſe- 
quently ſince the Meſſiah died, not till 
after all the Writings of the Law, Pro- 
phets, and Hagiography were finiſhed, that 
port of our Bibles contained in the Books 

eginning at Geneſis and ending with Ma- 
lachi, could not properly be called a Te- 
ſtameut. But the term Teftamerit in a 
more f rict acceptation, belongs to the 
\Writings which begin with Alatthem, and 
end with the Retelations, Neverthelets, 
ſince the Title of our Bibles (I mean 
the Enzl;ſh Tranſlation) runs thus, The 
Holy Bille contais:ing the Old Tiſtamert 
and the New, and this hath obtained of 
a long time in the Church, it would ar- 


gue 
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gne a Man to be much at leiſure if he 
ſhould rack his Invention to find a fault 
with it ; eſpectally, conſidering that even 
that part of the Bible which commonly is 
called the O!d Teſtament, may in tome 
reipect lay claim to fuck a denomination, 
as being a Revelation of the Will of 
God made known by the Holy Spirit, 
who is c1lled the Spirit of Chri:t (1 Per. 
7. 11.) to initruct Men in the Faith of 
him who is the Lamb ſlain from the Foun- 
dation of the World. This part of Sa- 
cred Scripture (the New Teſtament) be- 
ing written in the Greek Tongue, not by 
thoſe who were born Grecians, but Fews, 
we are not to wonder if in it we find ſe- 
veral Hebraiſms, or ways of ſpeaking 
common in the Hebrew Language. They 
wrote Greek in their own Stile, and their 
Books being partly Quotations out of 
the Inſpired Hebrew Authors, the Geni- 
vs of that Antient Language tranſmitted 
it {elf into their Writings, Which is ſo 
far from being any diminution of the 
Stile, that it racher ęrgues their Wildom, 
inaſmuch as they uſed the Phraſes that 
were moit pertinent to expreis the fenie 
of the Antient Oracles, which poſſibly 
could not ſo well have been unfolded 
had they confined themſelves to no other 

Forms 
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Forms of Speech than what were pro- 


perly Greco im, notwichitandine char | an- 
7 — 


guage is culebrated for its copioufuels. 
This diicovers the Advantage of Sil 
in the Oriental Languages, in them who 
pretend to explain the Scriptures : For 
without a Man be adorned with it in 
fome mealure, he will not be able to avoid 
being led into ſundry Ablurdities, and 
falle Gloſſes, from which the vndertiand- 
ing the Rhetorick, or Logic of Greece, Will 
not afford protection. The celebrated 
BOC HEART once ſaid, that Avi. 
cenna an Aralian Author, was the belt 
Commentator on the Old Te/fament., mea- 
ning that by his reading that Writer, he 
was helped to underiiand the Idioti ins 
of the Eaſtern Languages. And it's ob- 
ſervable, that the Oriental Nations have 
been more {:ri*t in prelerving not only 
their Cuiloms but their Phraſes, than 
the Europeans: Aud ſince the Scriptures 
were written by 1ſraclites, the Spirit Inſpi- 
ring them tuitably to their natural Tem- 
perament, and directing them ro Words, 
and Fhrates they were acquaiuted with 
it's not to be thought, that Men ſhould 
now be able to pengtrate into the ſenſe of 
the Sacred Volums who are utter Stran— 
gers to Jo will, Learning. This ſcems to be 
the 
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the reaſon why Men, converſant in Rab- 
binical Authors, have been moſt happy 
in their explaining difficult Texts of 
Scriptures, which would have puzzled Pla— 
to, or Ariſtotle, or the celebrated Roman 


Wit Al. Ju, had they been asked to 


muke a Commentary thereon, 


§. 6. In theſe Languages, as hath been 
ſaid, it pleaſed God to make known the 
Heavenly Truths, that are not to be dif 
covered by the Light of Nature. 

The Bible chailenging an excellency 
that no other Book may pretend unto, 
viz. Divine Inſpiration, it may be pro- 
poſed, as a difficulty, which deſerves 
conſideration, whether every Sentence 
in the Bible is to be looked on as of Di- 
vine Original, or ſpoken by Inſpiration. 
The reaſon of the doubt is, becauſe in 
ſeveral Paragraphs of the Scripture, 
Wicked Men, nay ſometimes Devils, 
are repreſented ſpeaking things, which 
are left on record, that are of an Evil 
Nature. We find in the Hin ory of Da- 
vids Life, an initance to this purpole, 
2 Sam. 19. 7, Joub, to recover him out 
of an impolitick mourning for his Re— 
bellious Son, Swears in a Prophane man- 
ner, that not one of Davids Servants 
would 


. 
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would tarry with him, if he did not go 
out and ſpeak comfortably to them. A 
Man muſt be extreamly complaiſant to 
Joab who would ſay, that he was Infpi- 
red when he uttered himſelf with ſuch a 


Military Fury. Again, we may ſome- 


times read what was ſpoken by Evil Spi- 
Tits, as in Job, Chap. 1. But though we 
hold the Books, both of Samuel and Fob, 
were written under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit, yet we are not to think that 
He did influence either Joab in the afore- 
mentioned Speech, or the Devil in the 
lying Accuſation he drew up againſt that 
Man whom the Eternal Judge pronounced 
incomparable. 

But the true notion of the Bibles being 
of Divine Original is, That not ſo much 
as one ſentence is to be found in it which 
was not inſerted by tne ſpecial direction 


. of the Holy Spirit. 


Notwithſtanding (that I may keep to 
the above-mentioned Iniiances) Joab was 
not inſpired when he ſpake thele words, 
yet he who wrote the Second Book of 
Samuel, was under the ſpecial Guidance 
of. the Holy Gholt, when he compiled 
that Book, and when he wrote that par- 
ticular Hiſtory of David. And it was by 
the fame direction that the Aoeme of 

cnat 
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that Book did inſert what Joab ſpake to 
David. I know preciſely to determine 
how far the Authority of every particular 
Precept in the Scripture doth remain is 
dithcalt, and requires fome Rnowledge 
in the Customs of the Aſi.:tic Nations. 
How far Scripture Examples are bind- 
ing may be conſidered in the following 
part of this Diicourte. but at preſent the 
inquiry is, how far any pailage that we 
read in the Bible doth at g&is time ob- 
lige chem to Obedience, who are Wor- 
ſhippers of that God who inspired the 
Compilers of this Volume. 

The clearing of this Enquiry is profi. 
table, as being the way to lecure us from 
Error in leveral regards. I would re— 
commend theſe din inctious and remarks 
concerning In!p;ration. 

Inbpiration is either as to Poctriue, or Pre- 
cet, ar A latter of Fat, or Frohe ſit. Theſe 
are ſcveral Branches of the Divine Opera- 
tions, and with their explication {hall offer 
ſomething concerning the Authority they 
have to demand Obedience, and Subjecti- 
on. 
F.rft, As to Inſpirati:n which reſpects the 
Dotifines of Religion, we are to lo0k on ai 
Dactrinas, which are revealed in the 
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Mord of God as from him, to be true, and 
to yield to them a firm Afſerr. some Do- 
ctrines of the Scripture are ſelf-evident 
Propoſittons, others appear upon the 
Reaſons that by the Light of Nature 
prove their Truth, but fome depend i- 
tirely on Divine Revelation, aud ars fer 
this Reaſon to be embraced in or Belief, 
becaute the God ef Truth hath declared 
them in his Word, Which cannot deceive. 
Of this ſort, are the Doctrines of the 
Trinity, of che Reſurrection of the Dead, 
of Juſtification by Chriit's Righreouſnels 
imputed, For I pre:ume none of theſe 


Artctes of the Creed can be demonſt rated 


by the Light of Nature, I know, among 
the Heathen, {ome obſcure Himts have 
been given ccrcerning the Trinity, which 
have not proceeded from the reflection 
they have made on their Ideas, which 
they fo: nd lodg-d in their Minds, by the 
ordinary way whereby human under— 
ſtanding is forniſhed with its Materials, 
bur they received th:m by Tradition. 
1he like is to be remarked concerning 
Mi. e, the Reſurrection of the Lead, 
Co: | Which wasa Doctrine ſcoft at 

by the Suzans in the Primitive 
1imes of Chriſiianiey. And us diſpute 


is to be made about the Doctrine of Sal- 
vation 


— — 
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vation by Chriſt, of Juſtification by his 
Righreoutnets impured, but that it is 
wholly owing to Divine Revelation; for 
none of the unenlightned part of the 
World knew of it, and even many who 
have the Scriptures are not brought to 
receive it, as an Article of their Faith 
neceſſary to Salvation. Now thele things 
being laid down in the Word of God, 
are therefore to be believed becauſe de- 
clared by him whole Truth is invariable. 
Secondly, Inſpiration as to Precept carries 
Authority along with it that is univerſal, 
tho not always perpetual, Divine Precepts 
were given at firſt by immediate Revela- 
tion, ſuch as the Ten Commandments, 
and the Ceremonial Law, and ſuch alto 
were the Judicial Laws of the Jſraclires, 
which were peculiar to them, and are 
not binding among other Nations. When 
I tay Divine Precepts were at firſt given 
by Inſpirarion, I intend that God did 
immediately reveal them, and from 
hence were the Laws of Mankiud dedu- 
ced. Tradition conveyed from Ape to 
Age the Precepts which inlpired Men, 
in the firit Times after the Floud, gave 
out to direct Men, which, alſo, they them- 
ſelves received, not from any deductions 
of Reaſon, but immediarely from God 
Almighty 
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Almighty. For, that any Men never in- 
ſtructed in the Nature of Practical 
Truths, ſhould by their own Reaſon 
find out the Precepts that require Reli- 
gion towards God, and Jultice, Charity 
towards others, and Temperance, and 
Sobriety as to themſelves is nor to be 
granted, ſince amongſt ſome of the moſt 
Poliſhed Heathens Theft was allowed, and 
ſome of their moſt Virtuous Men would 
dilcover they were of the Poiterity of 
Noah who ſoon after the Floud was ſcan- 
dalouſly intoxicated, Or Autient Cato's 
Virtue is diſadvantagiouſly repreſented 
by the Lyric Poet, who believed the Tra. 

dition. | 


ICarratur & d on Cate. 
Seve merotaluiſſe dt.. 


Howerer, ſome en dezvour to palliate luis 
Cuſtom. 
Now, whatever Precepts came from 


God are binding univertally, ſonte are 


perpetual, and others only for @ time; 
Some Precepts are of an unchangeable 
Nature, ſuch as the Firſt Commandment, 
which requires love to God with all ou: 
Hearts, &c. Some are of ſuch a fort that 
we cane conterve of a realonable Being, 

C Handing 
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ſtanding in ſuch a relation, but we muſt 
grant, that it is ficting he ſhould be un- 
der obligation to perform ſuch and ſuch 
things. Ot this tort all Precepts that 
are Mora! may be accounted : which are 
therefore commanded becaule the; have 
in themſelves a Native Goodnets, 

Whereas ſome are only of a temporary 
Obligation, and are ſtiled poſitive Pre- 
cepts: They are in themielves, ante- 
cedent to the Divine Command, indifie- 
rent, but being once commanded do o- 
blige the Conſcience as long as the reaſon 
of the Precept does abide. 

Under theſe, I think may be compre- 
hended, not only the Ceremonial Laws 
of Meſcs, which were I pical of the 
Golpel-diipeniation under the Z7eſſiah, 
but allo the pruhibiion of the Apoſiles 
(or rather fir triltian Corncel) in 15. 
Chap. of the As, relating to the eating. 
Blood, the reaton ef both ceaſing they are 
no longer binding. 

Of this tort alto are the Judicial Lows 
thar re:pected che Tj; atiites as u Nat io 9 
who held their Title to the Land of Ca- 
ne in, by a (p*cial Grant from the Ruler“ 
and Lord of the whole Earth. Utury 
was forbidden among: themtelves, which 
yet was not in its elf a Moral Evil, lige 
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Stealing, and Murder, for it was allow- 
ed to be uſed to Strangers, | mention 
not that Precept, Jam. 5. 14. Of Anoint- 
ing the Sick, as ſuppoſing the meaning 
to be thar, when they culled for their Mi- 
niiters to pray with the Sick, they ſhovid 
ule Means for their Recovery : , Ovyl being 
of a Medicinal Nature, and of great ule in 
thoſe Countries, And other commands 
reſpected chem as they were Inhabitants 
of Aſe.:, which, with no colourable Rea- 
lon, can © 2 urged, for their obliging them 
who in Furepe w zorflt ip that God who 
choie Vue ci old to be his peculiar Peo- 
ple. 

Thiraly, In piratian was ſometimes of 
Alatter of Fact By which f intend, the 
ſpecial direition which was given to the Sa- 
cred Fenmen of the Ccripture, to record hi- 


* ſtorical Paſſures. Of this kind were the 
- Hiltories of pai Ages, which Mes and 
the Collector of. the Books of Chronicles 


have tranſmitted to Poſterity. And un- 
der this, the Book of Judgcs in the Old 
Teſtament, and of the Acts of the Apoſiles 
in the New, as well as other Hihorical 
Tracts in the Bible, are to be reckoned. 
Now of theſe we are to obſerve, that 
Matter of Fact related in them does not 
oblige us to imitate what we find recor- 

G2 ded 
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ded of others : but we are to believe the 
Truth of the Narratives. Deborahs Song 
is recorded, but ſome Paſſages in it can 
hardly be drawn into Practice. In the 
Acts of the Apoſtles we have the Hiſtory 
of the Lyes of Annanias and Sepphira, 
which we are no more to judge allowable 
to us toimitate, then we can believe that 
Pontius Pilate was a Chriſtian becauſe 
his name is mentioned in the Apoſtles 
Creed, or in that form of Confeſhon of 
Faith which bears that Title, 

FINALLY, Inſpiration as to Pro- 
pheſie is alſo to be conſidered as one of the 
Diſcoveries if the Divine Mind, This 
relates to things that were Future, at the 
time when the Inſpiration was given. A 
Propheſie differs from an Hiſtory, in its 
having a conſtant reference to things to 
come, whenas an Hiltory is a narration 
of what in time foregoing, hath been 
tranſacted. 

We are obliged to yield our Aſſent to 
rhe Truth of all Scriptpre Propheſie, as 
far as we underitand it, becauſe it pro- 
ceeded from the God of Truth, who nei- 
ther can be deceived, nor will deceive. 
Theſe Propheſies, relating to the coming 
of the AMeſſian, recorded in the Old Te- 
Aament, have been exactly fulfilled in 


Feſus 
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Feſus of Nazareth, whoſe Birth at Beth- 
lehe m, whole Sufterings, Death, Relar- 
rection were plainly foretold, and are to 
be believed as Articles of Faith neceſſary 
to Salvation, Roam. 10. 9. As to the Pro- 
pheſies recorded in the Revelations, we 
are allo to credit them according to the 
Light we have as to their Accompliſh- 
ment : I ſuppoſe Calvin may be excuted 
altho he ſaid theſe Words of the Authar 
(Se penitus ignorare quid velit tam chſcuru- 
ſeriptor) That he knew not what to make 
of to dark a Writer: Since Carauzal 
Cajetane ſaid of the Book it ſelf (Exponar 
cui conceſſerit Deus) let the Man explain 
it to whom God hath given ability, Ic 
is to be thought that he looked on himſelf 
as unfit for ſuch an undertaking. That 
I may cloſe this Head, Two Things are 
ro be recommended; Firſt whatſoever 
Rules are contained in the Ten Com- 
mandments of a Moral Nature, are of a 
perperual obligation. And Secondly what- 
ever is prayed for in the Lords Prayer we 
are under an Obligation to endeavour 
that it may be accompliſhed, as far as we 
are capable, in the Station in which we 
are fixed by Divine Providence, 

I ſhall finiſh this Chapter with the Pious 


G43 with 


20 Ob ſer vattons on Chap. II. 


wih of bat FEY cellent Poet: 3 n in 
his Poem of che Scriptures, 


O tht | Hep 20M al thy Liahte combine, 
nd tir an: ir tions 90 the: 7 ( tory : 

Seeing not only ie £095 ere doth ſhine, 
bit all the Conſt ell. evg, the Story. 


— OT — — — —— 
— — * — 


CHAP I. 


The Scriptures, conſidered in the Hi- 
ſtorical Part. are uſeful, as contain- 
ing In brafjons and Conſolations. 


The Hiſtory of the Fall, U 5 


ane uta executed on WW bed A 


God, and of particular Perſons is 
of an Inſtructive Nature. 


F a Survey be made of the Bible, a 
large Part of 1t will be found Hiſtori- 
cal. The pleaſure which Men take in 
Hittory may invite them, who are at 
leiſure to make raflections on the Conduct 
of others, to a ſerious view of theſe In- 
tpired Wiitings. Hiſtory records not 
| onty 


Protections ſhewn to the C hurch of 
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only the Actions of Men, but the Events 
which attend Perſons, and Nations And 
whether the Protperity of others, or the 
terrible Things which have befallen them, 
do raile delight, we ſhall read the Scrip- 
tures very careleſly, if we do not ohſerve 
Events, in both Kinds, as memorable as 
ever have been Regutred by any Hiſtori- 
an or Annaliſt. 7 

It is not a partiality ſhewn to the Re- 
ligion we profetis, if we do aſſert that the 
Bible exceeds ail other Books, in giv- 
ing an Account of the great changes 
(that are of imyor':nce to be known) 
which have befallen the Humane Race. 
And rhe Paſſages recorded concerning 
particular Perions are to inſtructive, as 
to leave Men without excuſe, if they 
avoid not the Wickedneſs, which they 
behold puniſhed in others, and refuſe to 
imitate the Holyneſs which others have 
found highly approved in the ſight of the 
Eternal Majeſty. | 


§. 1. The Hiſtory of the Apoſtaſy of 
Adam, and in him, of the Humane Race, 
however it be a matter that carries Grief a- 
long with it, yet is not without 4 profitableneſs 
unto thoſe, who will when they read be at 

the p au115 to nale reflection. 
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Some who have been infatuated with a 
Philoſoph'cal Enthuſraſme, turn the Hi- 
Rory recorded in the Three Firlt © hap- 
ters of Geneſss into Allegory. And a mo- 
dern Author hath taken the pains to ri- 
dicule the Account Moſes gives of the Fall 
with a degree of Prophaneſs rarely to be 
found in a Man not altogether an Atheiſt. 
It is belide my preſent Purpole to detect 
the Folly of ſuch an Attempt, bur ſhall 
endeavour to conſider what uſeful Inſtr- 
uctions may be deduced from this Hiſt 0- 
ry. 

1 would premiſe that all the Humane 
Race were federally in Adam, and that 
had he perſevered, the time allotted 
him for his Tryal, they would have been 
born innocent, and lived happily. But he 
ſinned by Eating the forbidden Fruit, and 
in him all his Poſterity, Rom. 5. 12. 

Now this will afford ſeveral Remarks 
which may be profitable, when we read 
that Portion of Scripture that Regiſters 
our Revolt from that God who is to be 
adorcd as our Creator. 

Lr. J It is eaſie to obſerve that the Devil, 
who tempted our Firſt Parents, wants nei- 
ther Falſhoed, nor Swubtilty to carry on his 


De ſigns, 
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His Deſigns are Miſchief and Ruin- 
Whether Pride in ſcorning to attend Man 
as his Guardians was the Firlt Sin of A- 
poſtate Angels, is what 1 freely profes 
my ſelf not to know, nor do I reckon it 
any diſgrace to be ignorant, in ſuch Mat- 
ters as are purely of Revelation, which 
are but darkly delivered in the Scriptures, 
whole deſign is not to gratify the curio- 
ſity of them who love ſpeculation more 


than practice. The Devil, though an 


haughty Spirit, made his Pride yield to 
his Malice when he concealed himlelf in 
the Serpent, And he who was an Angel 
of Light could vilify himſelf, in the moſt 
abject manner imaginable, to ſeduce in- 
nocent Man into a Tranſgreſſion of the 
Law of the God of Holineſs. The fame 
Fempter can, when it will appear ſuit- 
able ro carry on his Helliſh Purpoles, de- 
veſt himſelf of Magnificence, as Prince 
of the Powers of che Air, and cloath him- 
ſelf in a Shape moſt delpicable. 

How much of Subtilty did he ſhew in. 
aſſailing Eve rather than Adam? And 
what could move him to ſuch an abomi- 
nable Attempt, but that Malice which 
took place in him upon his forſaking Hea»- 
ven, and that ſeems to be th= principal 
Delight to which he hath abandoned him- 
ſelf? C5 [2] This 


ew. v- 
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[2] This Hiſtory of the Ful does alſo car- 


ry along with it deploratle Evidence of the 


Frailty of Man, and that even at his beſt 
Eſtate. Man was made upright, bur he 
retained not his Integrity, poſſibly many 
Hours, for ſome think that Adam fell the 
very riric Day wherein he was Created. 
And to Wal ty their Opinion, mey do 
tranllate Pam 49. 2. Nevertheleſs A- 
dam abod'e not one Night 10 Honour, he 
reſembles the Beaſts that periſh, 

The ſrailty of Man was evidently feen 
in his fertaking God. He had an 1 nte- 
grity, he enjoyed the Delights of Para- 
dite, he had a threatning annexed to the 
Divine prohibition, yet he changed, heark- 
ning to the ſollicitatious that were pro- 
poled to {educe him into Ruin. 

Now tho” we cannot conceive anv 
Creature of whoma capablenets of change 
may not be affir med, vet we are not to 
charpe the fault of the Apoſialie upon 
this which is the proper Norion of Muta- 
bility. It is impoſſible that any Being 
exct t only the Glorious God, ſhould 


be. 10lucely unchangeable. The An- 


gels, u ho to ils Hour retain their Glo— 
v are not in chemſelves, abtolutely un- 
changeatl-, for then they would ceale to 
Creatuics; bur they arc ſo fixed, by the 

decree 
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decree of God, that they remain Ever- 
laſtingly unchanged in the Enjoyment of 
God, and they know this will be their 
condition for evermore. 

It was no diigrace to make a reaſon ble 
Being who ſhould have a natural Capaci- 
ty of Underſtanding a Temptation, and 
of receiving, or rejecting it when ofiered. 
Nor can it be accounted any ImperfeQi- 
on in the Creation, that God ſhout! 
frame ſuch a Creature. For how a rea- 
lonable Being ſhould be made, and yet be 
altogether uncapable of change ts unin- 
telligible. Bur ir may initruct us in an. 
humble Opinion of our ſelves, fince at our 
beſt Eitate, this is to be remarked of us, 
that we are changeable. 

3 It informs us alſo that Sin is a fer- 
midable Evil ſince it was puniſhed in 
fuch a remarkable Manner. Wicked Men 
make a mocłk at Sin, thro” their Ipnorance 
of the great Evil that adheres to it, and 
with which ir is followed. The Evil of 
Buntiiment ſucceeded Adam's Sin. Nor 
may we find fault with the Supream Judge 
for cond+mning Man to Death, and to 
an expulſion out of Paradiſe and to a 
Lahorions Lite on Earth, mixed wich 
Vezarions, ſince the Sin that Adam was 
guilty of, did merit no leſſa Puniſhmerr. 

7. 
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It was an Offence againſt the Frernal 
Majeſty who is Infinitely above the moſt 
Glorious Angel in Heaven, whole Per- 
tections cannot be deicribed, and whole 
Glory 15 unconceivable. Adam finned a- 
gainſt that God who was his Creator, and 
whom he owed the greateſt Homage and 
molt ſtrict fidelity unto; againſt that God 
who had been a God of Bounty, who had 
inowred the Bleſhngs of this World upon 
him, ho had made him Lord of the Earth, 
who had given him enough to content 
hun, had he been wile to have ſeen his 
own Intereſt. 

Beſides in that fin of Adam ſeveral 
Evils are to be remarked. Pride was 
diicovered in it, ſince it proceeded from 
an affectation to be as Gods. 

He was not ſatisfied with being in that 
Rank, the Sovereign of Heaven had 
ſeen fit to have him placed. And ſcan- 
dalous Ingratitude was to be charged on 
him, for his making ſuch an unbecoming 
return to his Almighty Bene factor. What 
prodigious Folly was it to ſide with the 
Devil, in his Trealon againſt the King 
Eternal, Immortal, and the only wile 
God? And in that Act of Diſobedience, 
he was knowingly guilty of ſelf-mur— 
der; the Unbcliet that appeared in his 

not 
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not crediting the God of Heaven is no 
excule for his fool-hardineſs. He could 
not but know that God was a God of 
Truth, as well as Power, and Goodneſs. 
He was as much to be charged with Self- 
Murder notwithicanding he might pre- 
fume that he ſhould eſcape Ruine, as that 
Man who runs upon a Swords Point, 
with a vain Imagination of his being im- 
penetrable. Beſides the Robbery which 
he committed in invading that which he 
had no right unto, an unaccountable diſ- 
content with the State wherein Divine 
Wiſdom ſeated him did diſcover its ſelf, 
He would. fain be ſomewhat beyond what 
he was, and tho” he could have no reaſon 
to complain of his Station, yet was reſt- 
leſs in the midſt of his Enjoyments, which 
might have ſupplyed his Wants, and ſa- 
tiated his juſt Deſires. A folly which he 
hath bequeathed his Poſterity, who tor- 
ment themſelves with vain- Deſires, and 
needleſs Fears, becauſe they are unwill- 
ing that God, who deth all things well, 
ſhould rule the World, and order-thi 
for them as he ſees fitting. Nor will they 
gain any thing better by their diſcontent 
than did their ſinful firſt Father, whoſe 
Crime had fo much of Evil in it as to 
merit a Baniſhment from Paradiſe, 2 
the 
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the undergoing the other Calamities that 
enſued. 

D. J The terrivleneſs of the Puniſhment 
doth give occaſion to con ſid er and ados e the 
Juſtice of Gea, We may give ſufficient 
realons to clear tae | iupream judge from 
any lujury done to the Tranigrefior. An 
attention to what may be laid, will afford 
right apprehenſions to us, in this matter, 
unlets we are reſolved not to be latisfi- 
ed with the moſt exact ſuitice. 

It was but reaſonable that Man ſhould 
be under a Law. He was created an 
Underi:anding being, capable of chooſing 
Good, and refuling Evil and contequent- 
ly fit to be ſubjected to a Moral Govern- 
ment. The Eran ting this, like the yiel- 
ding of a telf-evidenc P ropoſition in Geo- 
metry, carries with it ungainiayable E- 
vidence of the rea:onableneis of what 
follows. And I never met with a Man 
who was tv far abandoned ot realon as to 
deny the ruth of this Poſition. It was 
but rezſonable that this Law fhould ke 
ſupported b. a ſanction, i. e.navea. nlite 
aunexed to i to engage Obedience, and 
a threarning, to keep a Guard, that 3. 
infraction of the Precept might be pre- 
vented. Ir was but fair that forme Ir 
ſhould Le made of ? ñan's Obedience. 
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Ir was no reproach to God's Provi- 
dence that Alrams Faith was tryed by a 
command to offer up Iſaac, which was a 
greater Tryal than Adam had, for his 
was only the forbearing the Fruit of one 
Tree, when he was ſurrounded with a 
vaſt Number of others. The prohibition 
which was the Tryal of Adam's Obedi- 
ence was no more than what he was able 
to have obſerved. He could not pre- 
tend that he was forced to cat whether he 
would or not. 

But the next cauſe of his Sin is to be 
ſought in himlelf. He ſuffered himſelf to 
be deceived by the Devil, at whole per- 
ſwaſion, freely, out of choice he rebelled 
again God. He fell neither as lunocent, 
nor as Corrupted, but having entertained. 
a Falſhood in his Mind he actually detiled 
himlelf. Had God require: »mething 
above his Strength, or delivered the pro- 
hibition in aver ou Terms, lome ex- 
cuſe could then ave been precended, 
whereas now his e rugtion 18.to be laid 
on himſelf. In a werd, Adam wanted 
nothing to encourage him to Obedience, 
he had perſonal Bleſings, was teared in a 
Paradiſe, had reaton to think that his 
Almighty Maker, who be.iowed ſuch ſig- 
nal Biethngs on him at firit Creation, 

would 
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would not have been flow in rewarding 
his finleſs Obedience with yet greater, 
and more valuable Favours. 

Some think that God did fully exe- 
cute the Sentence, as to the very time 
limited in the Threatning (viz.) on the 
Day wherein Adam did eat the Forbid- 
den Fruit; underſtanding by a Day a 
Thouland Years, which the Apoſtle (2 
Peter 3. 8.) affirms to be with the Lord 
as one Day: According to Which Interpre- 
tation Adam was not to live a full Thou- 
fand Years. And we have ſeen that nei- 
ther he, nor any of his Poſterity have 
abode to long on Earth - It being the 
Priviledge of the ſecond Adam our Glo- 
rious RE DEE E R to abide a Thou- 
fand Years, with thoſe whom he has re- 
covered out of the loſt Race, on Earth 
during that time which at the reſtitution 
of all things ſhall commence. 


$ 2. The Hiſtory of ſeveral Judgments, 
which God hath in his Providence, executed 
on Sinners, is many Ways inſtruttive. Ihe 
Providence of God is Vocal in all Th. gs 
with which Men are entertained, When 
we conſider the Events that attend others 
we ſhould be careful not to make ſpite- 


ful Inferences from the Providence of 
God 
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God. We are not to ſay concerning a 
Man, becauſe under Calamity, that he 
is a Sinner above others; But from the 
Sins which he commits we may be able 
to juſtifie the Providence that ſeems, at 
firſt appearance, ſevere. When a Cri- 
minal hath the very Judgment executed 
on him which was threatned to his Crime, 
we may, without fear of tranſgreſſing 
the Law of Charity, ſay he is puniſhed 
for his Wickednels. 

But yet in ſome Caſes the Soveraignty 
of God is to be adored. And it's our 
buſineſs rather to reverence, than paſs a 
Cenſure on what the ſupreme Arbiter 
of Heaven Effects. Thus in the cale of 


Job, it would have been Egregious un- 


charitableneſs to have cenſured him for 
an Hypocrite, or for one of an unbe- 
coming Conduct, becauſe of the unparelled 
Calamities that were his allotment. Ha- 


ving put in this caution, I proceed to con- 


ſider what Inſtructions may be gathered 
from Judgments executed on Offenders, 
which we find recorded in Scripture. 

LI. I The Execution of Judgment en the 
Apoſtate Angels carries in it Inſtruction, 
and is capable of having a good improvement 
made of it by Mankind. 


That 
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That God made Angels Holy, is be- 


vond controverſie with them who, ac- 
| 


ording to the Account the Scripture 


lieve that all things were made good. 
Heiven was the Habitation of thoſe Im- 
mortal Spirits. Some of them left thoſe 
Bleſſed Abodes (Jude v. 6.) and upon 
their eh aſie from God vengeance 
Overtoo!: hem. 

Is a Qieſtion whether they ever were 
in the Higheſt Heavens in which the Bea- 
tific Viion is enjoyed. Probably that 
Bleſſed New would have fo determined 
them in IToly Reſolutions as to have pre- 
vented their ſinning. 

Thele Angels, whoſe number was ve- 
Ty great, which rebelled againſt God, 
were expelled from the lofry Manſions 
wherein they were at the firſt diſpoſed, 
and are under a Sentence of Damnation 
Which is not yet executed on them, ro 
the uttermoſt > That being reſerved un- 
til the Day of judgment. 2. Peter 2. 4. 

The Scripture gives not fo full an Ac- 
coun: of them, and their Apo“ acy, and 
Miſery, as it doth of what hath beſallen 
the Humane Race, becauſe it was writ= 
ren more immediately for our Good, and 
conlequently, thole things, when do 

2rve 
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ſerve to inform us of our evil State, and 
of the Redemption which is procured, 
are more profitable than a large deſcrip— 
tion of the woful ſtate of the Devils. 

It affords matter for deep ſpeculation, 
and care is to be taken that we do not 
fall into Enthuſiat ical Conceptions, and 
rather darken the Hiſtory of their Fall 
by Words without Knowledge than en- 
tertain Thoughts exact, and true, con- 
cerning that awful diipentation. 

Upon the view of the condition which 
the Devils are in we ſhall find fuch In- 
ſtructions as theſe, 

That we ought to be careful leaſt we 
fin againſt God with a preſumption of an 
elcape from Juſtice, Doth not the mi- 
ſery of the Damned Spirits plainly pro- 
claim this awful Truth, that the Dignity 
of any Being cannot ſecure an Offender 
from the Divine Indignation? And can 
any Mortal pretend to eſcape, or be ſo 
vain as to contend with the Almighty ? 
Did the Powers, Dominions, Principa- 
lities, Angels, Archangels, that took 
up Arms againſt God ſucceed in their Im- 
piety ? Or rather does not the prodigi- 
ous Ruine which fell upon them declare 
that none can contend with the Eternal 
God, nor avoid Deſtruction, if they do 

like 
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like Devils continue impenitent? And 
what occaſion have we to reflect, with 
wonder, and amazement, upon the 
Mercy of God to the Apoſtate Race of 
Man, inafmuch as a Redeemer was provi- 
ded for them, and not for the fallen An- 
gels? Heb. 2. 16. 

God did not ſpare one of the Apoſtate 
Spirits, that are under the Conduct of 
the Prince of the Power of the Air, and 
E. how many Thouſands of Mankind 

ave been, and are the Objects of Divine 
Mercy ? It ſhould teach us thankfulneſs 
to the Great God whole Soveraignty hath 
appeared ſo much to our Advantage. 

Lz. We may draw very profitable In- 
ſtructions from the Hiſtories of the Judg- 
ments executed on Wicked Men, recorded in 
the Holy Scriptures. 

The lacred Hiſtory relates the ſad Ru- 
ine which hath befallen them who were 
notorioully Wicked, and from thence we 
infer things much ro our profit. 

(1.) What a Tragical Account i; to be 
found of the deſtruction of Mankind in ge- 
neral, by a deluge, none but Noah's Fami- 
ly eſcaped and thoſe Creatures unto whom 
the Ark afforded ſhelter ? 

The Scriptures do, in ſeveral Places, 
hint at chis Story : But at large we may 

find 
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find it, together with the cauſes that mo- 
ved the Almighty to deſtroy the Humane 
Race, and to execute a Vengeance full of 
aſtoniſhment. Gen. Chap. 6. 7. 

It's highly probable that the Curſe, 
denounced upon the Lower World for 
the Sin of Adam, did not fully take place 
until theFloud came to avenge the impi- 
eties of thoſe Atheiſts. They lived long, 
the Earth did, in a manner, without Toil 
Doug forth Plenty, and they had the 
Bleſſings of a ParadiſiacalState,but not the 
Wiſdom to improve them arigh T hey 
contemned the Goodneſs of God, and 
deſpiſed his Threatnings. Poſſibly they 
were hardened in their Impiety, when 
they beheld Noah, who preached Refor- 
mation, and Repentance, building his 
Ark, a Fabrick of large extent, in a 
place remote from any conſiderable Col- 
lection of Waters. He knowing, by 
Divine Inſpiration, the Rain approach- 
ing, was under an Awe, and moved with 
a juſt apprehenſion of what was coming, 
took ſuch Meaſures as ſhewed that he 
believed God, and in ſo doing condemned 
that Atheiſtical Age, as may be gather- 
ed from Heb. 11. 7. 

I know ſome who pretend to Witt 
(which yet perhaps never riſes beyond a 

quibble 
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quibble ) nave diſcovered their ill Will 
to Act, by ridiculing the Account of 
Noah's Ark, as if it were a fabulous 
contrivauce. They betray their Igno- 
rance in Naval Philoſophy, as in other 
Caivs their want of right reaſon. That 
nothing improbable is Aſſerted in Scrip— 
ture concerning the capacity of that Ship, 
may be proved from an experiment 
which hath been recorded by a celebrated 
Hiftorian. The ſubitance of which Hi- 
itory is here offered to the Reader, 

Peter Fauſlen ordered a 

Ship to be built according to 
the proportion of Noah's 

Ark, in Length an Hundred 
and Twenty Feer, in Breadth T wenty, 
and in Depth Twelve. Ar fir't the con- 
trivance was entertained with Laughter, 
and contempt by the Seamen who ſup- 
poſed it to be a ridiculous Buſinels. 

Bur afterwards it was found ro be moſt 
convenient for a Merchant Man in time 
of Prace, as being a {wifter Sailer, and 
managed with fewer Hands than other 
Ships : But the inconvenience of it was, 
it did not carry Great Guns, and in that 
reſpect had a greater reſemblance to 
Noab's Ark, which was a Veſſel of Peace 
and not a Man of War. 

Never 
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Never did this World fee {ach a for- 
midable Judgment as thut of the loud of 
Noi. 

And ſuch Infcrences may be drawn 
from the conſideration of it which are 
very inſtructive. 

Firit, we my ſee the danger of Arat a- 
ſic, eſpccially when with the Corruption of 
Mer ſhip an thc fticel Condit is conjoyned. 

An univerlal depravation had leized 
Mankind both as to Faith and Manners, 

They were guilty of the Higheſt De- 
gree of Unbelief. Thy were oyerwhelm- 
ed in Atheitm, according to the Account 
we have of them in Scripture. They 
denyed the Providence of God, and they 
Who ſo do are eatlly ſeduced into a deny- 
al of his exiſtence. And as to their Man- 
ners Violence, Rapine, and all fort of 
Injuries increalga among. them. When 
Men had made Siipwrack of their Faith 
they did icon drown a good Conſcience. 
And whe: their Impietiss, and Inju'tice 


were arrived to a prodigious Heighth, 


God brought a memorabir Wenge ance 
upon them, to let Future Ages ce that 
he is ditplealed with, and ke will revenge 

the bold Trantgrechen- of Athrilis. 
Aud when God ſhall denray this 
Vy 97:4, at we Day of zudgment, the ge- 
NETaITy 


Gd 


48 Obſervations on Chap II. 


nerality of Mankind will be found ſunk 
into Atheiſm or Unbelief and a woful 
degeneracy, as to Juſtice, Truth, and 
Honey. And the Juitice of God in de- 
ſtroying this Earth at the laſt, will be as 
conſpicuous as it was in the Ruine that 
befell the Old World. 

For God never hrings Publick Judg- 
ments but for Publick Sins. And where 
Wickedneſs is become general, Puniſh- 
ment will alſo become as extenſive. 

The Perdition of the Old World came 
upon them at unawares, and in that re- 
ſpect, the Fate of the lait Age of the 
World will reſemble Noah's Floud ; 
hardly any will believe it to be near, 
Altho' a Difference in another regard will 
be oblerved, the former Deſtruction of 
the Earth was by Water, this latrer will 
be by Fire. The heat of Wickedneſs 
was extinguiſhed by a Floud, the cold- 
neſs of Devotion ſhall be puniſhed with 
the Fires that ſhall ſeiſe both Poles, when 
this lower World ſhall be wrapt in Flames 


as a Winding-Sheet. The different Effects * 


of thele two great Changes are to be con- 
ſidered. 

Noah's Floud introduced Barrenneſs, 
for it's rational to conclude (as is before 
hinted) that one reaſon of the abcunding 

Violences 
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Violences of Men in that Age was 
they enjoyed leiſure, as not be- 
ing neceſſitated to hard Labour, the 
Earth bringing forth Plenty of Fruit: 
and Grain, without tuch Toyl as the 
Husbandman, ſince the Ground hath 
been corrupted, is forced to fultain 
for a Livelyhood : And with their lei- 
ſure they had health, but an unhealth-, 
fulneſs infected the Air, as a Barren- 
neſs fell upon the Earth in the Ages 
following the deluge. Whereas a ſig- 
nal alteration ſhall be found in this 
lower World after the Conflagration. 

The Earth ſhall be reſtored to a Pa- 
radiſiacal State, and the Air be freed 
from Inclemencies, and every thing 
appear with a Beauty ſuperadded to 
that which might have been diicerned, 
before ſuch time as our Firſt Parents 
unhappily hearkned to the Tempta- 
t10:15 of the Devil. | 

So Glorious will the change be which 
the ſecond Adam ſhall accompliſh, that 
the good appearing then will be more 
joytul than the Evil which the Firſt 
2 introduced hath been lament- 
ible, 


D (2.) The 
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(2.0 The deſtruction of Sodom and 
Gomorrha affords very uſeful Inftruft- 
on. The ruine of | thoſe Cities is 
recorded in the Scriptures to be a war- 
ning to others. For if they ſin like 
thole People they may expect alike 
overthrow, 

It was fo remarkable, that when 
a Curſe uncommon was wiſhed to 
a Man it was in theſe Words, Ler 
that Man be as the Cities which the 
Lord overthrew, and repented not, Je- 
rem. 20. 16. 

The judgment was tremendous both 
in it ſelf and on the Account of it's 
unexpectedneſs. It was by Fire and 
Brimſtone, which God rained down 
from Heaven. The very Emblem” of 
Hell it ſelf. And it was memorable 
in that only Four (if the Perſon who 
was ſoon turned into a Pillar of Salt 
nay be reckoned) eſcaped, all being 
guilty, all were involved in Perdition. 

To be burnt to death is reckoned 
amongſt the ſevereſt Puniſhments in- 
flicted on Malefactors, and Indicates 
the heinoutnels of the Crimes of 
thoſe who are ſufferers, If it be 
enquired why the God of Mercy did 

execute 
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execute to terrible a Vengeance, it 
may be anſwered their Crimes were 
of the molt abominable Nature. 

The repeating of their Luſis would 
bliſter the Tongue of the recitor, and 
Poyſon the Ears of the hearer. So 
odious is the Sin as it's not to be 
thought of without Indignation, that a 
Man pretending to Chriſtianity ſhould 
move in its defence, as did Jeunes 
della Caſa an A. Biſhop of Beneventum 
in a Book which he publiſhed at Venice. 

But it is not to be wondered at if 
Sodomy in a lireral ſenſe ſhould be 
pleaded for by one who was a ee 
in that Church, the Metropolis of which 
is, in Scripture, called Sadom. Had 
the Author undergone the fare of Or- 
pheus who firſt inſtructed the Thraciarns 
in this abominable practice, none could 
have ſhewed him pitty. 

More Sins than one reigned in thote 
wretched Cities: Pride, Idleneſs, Glut- 


tony, Oppreſſion of the Poor (Exel. 


16. 49, 50.) are laid to their charge. 
And add to this the conſideration of 
their Impudence in Wickedneſs, which 
they attempted not to conceal (. 3. 
9.) and it will clear the Providence 

922 0! 
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of God from an over-rigorous ſeverity. 
This was not the Character of 2 few, 
but of the generality, of the Inhabitants 
of thoſe unhappy Cities. For if the Judge 
of all the Earth could have found, but 
Ten righteous Men among them, he 
would have itopt the Execution of his 
diſpleaſure. 

When we read this Tragedy it warns 
us to avoid their Sins, and to be care- 
ful that we do not obſtinately, and 
boldly refuſe Obedience to the Adino- 
nitions given us to repent. 

The deſtruction that beſel the So- 
domites, who were amongſt the worſt 
of Men, may ſerve as a juſt admoniti- 
on to others not to act as they did, 
however it may be, ſometimes, dan- 
getous to deal plainly with them who 
imitate their conduct, as the Prophet 
Iſalah found it, who is reported to 
have been ſawn in ſunder, upon the 
provocation which he gave the Nobili- 


ty of the Jewiſh Nation in thoſe Words, 


Ja. 1. 10. Fear the Word of the Lora 
ye Rulers of Sodom, &c. Tho' they pre- 


:ended that he was guilty of Blaſphemy 


in ſaying as Chap. 6. 5. Mine Eyes hate 
een the King the Lord of Hoſts. 
(3.) The 
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(3.) The Jadęments which God exe- 
cated on che Egyptians are to be conſider- 
5 and improved. They were guilty of 
oppreſſing, and perſecuting the Church 
of God. And God, who ſeldom or 
never ſuffers the Sin of perſecution 
to go unrevenged in this World, did 
not allow that unhappy Prince, who 
was the Author of the perſecution, 
and thar miſerable Nation concerned 
in the Sin, to go unpuniſhed. The 
Plagues of Egypt, which were fore- 
runners of the overthrow in the Red- 
Sea, gave them warning of the danger 
they were in, and had they conſulted 
their own Intereſt by hearkning to the 
Two Witneſſes, whom God raiſed up, 
AZoſes and Aaron, they might have eſca- 
ped Ruine. But divine patience at 


length expired, and they, by a remark- 


able Infatuation, were led on to pur- 
ſue the Church of God until they were 
overwhelmed in deſtruction, What 
conſolation is this to the Church when 
groaning under perdecurion? Irs true 
the faithful are, when in the Houſe of 
Bondage, too ready to deſpond of Suc- 
eour, as were the J/raclires. 


93 But 
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But when they call to mind what 
remarkable Salvations God granted to 
bis Church of Old, they may collect 
hope from thence, that the moſt High 
weil not forget to be gracious, but that 
deliverance ſhall ariie. And with the 
Q{elrverance of his Church, deliruction 
mall ſeize the Perſecutors. 

Almoſt in every Age memorable 
for Perſecutions, memorable Cala- 
mities have been inflicted on the di- 
Uurbers of the tranquility of them who 
worſhip the living God. 

And as in other reſpects there is 
nothing new under the Sun, ſo ſince 
the coming of Chriſt the Church hath 
undergone Perſecutions, and God hath 
iaved them, and appeared, in a remark. 
able a manuzr, againſt the Adverlarics 
of Religion, 

The Judgments executed on Perſe- 
cutors would fill a large Volume, | 
ſhall not therefore pretend to recite al. 
the Examples that I could produce, but 
only mention ſome few which may 
ſhow that the King of Egypt hath not 
been the enuly Monument of Divine 
Venocancs, 

Nu will | ſuppole my Reader fo 
i ;:aut of Khat has been rranfacted 
8 within 
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within the compats of lets than Two 
Hundred Years, laſt paſt, as to give 
him hints how to make reflections on 
ſome Things that might be offered to 
obſervation : If he knows not my mea- 
ning, I may apply that to him which 
was ſpoken to Papias, his abilities are 
not ſo great as | took them to be, but 
ſhall give him a few Hiſtorical Paſſages 
that are not commonly known to them 
whoſe leiſure is to little as not to allow 
a large ſurvey of Foreign Treatiſes. 

One of the great Perlecutors of the 
Chriſtian Religion was the Emperor 
Maæximine whole lad End Lanttantins 
particularly Remarks in his Golden 
Treatiſe of the Death of the Primitive 
Perfecutors, which Book is tranſlated 
into Enzliſh, with an admirable Pre- 
face. by Dr. C. Burnet the preſent Biſhop 
of Sarum, whole Words | ſhail tran- 
{cribe after having informed the Reader 
that AMlaximine being routed by Lici- 
nius, and ſeeing no poſſibility of 
eicape (the Author fays that) the 
anguiſh of his Spiric, and his fear 
made him fly to death, as the only way 
to eicap? from thoſe Evils with which 
God was purſuing him. He firſt ear 
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and drank to a great exceſs as is or- 


dinary for thofe to do who reckon 
that it is their laſt meal, that the 

eat; and then he took Poyſon, but 
his stomach being fo overcharged 
made that the Poyſon had not a pre- 
{ent operation on him, bur inſtead of 
Killing him outright, it threw him 
into a lingring Torment, not unlike 
the Plague, by which his Life was fo 
far lengthned out to him that he felt 
his miſery long. The Poyſon began 
now to work violently upon him, 
it burned his Vitals ſo much that his 
intvff-rable pains threw him into a 
Phrenſie, fo that for four days time 
he eat Earth, which he dug up with 


his hands, and ſwallowed it very 


greedily, The rages of his Pain 
were ſo intollerable that he run his 
Head againſt a Wall with ſuch force 
that his Eyes ſtarted out of his Eye- 
holes; but as he loſt ſight of his Eyes, 
a Viſion repreſented himſelf to his 
imagination as ſtanding to be judged 
by God who ſeemed ro have Holts 
of Miniſters about him all in White 
Garments; at this ſight he cryed our 
as if he had been put to the 1 
an 
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© and ſaid that it was others and not h. 
© that were to blame, yet atcerward* 
he confeſſed his own Guilr, being, 30 
it were, forced to it by the Torments 
that he ſuffered. He called upon [e- 
ſusChriſt,and with many Tears begged 
that he would have pitty on him. He 
roared and groaned as if he had been 
inwardly burnt up, and thus did he 
breath out his defiled Soul in the molt 
dreadful manner that can be imagi 
ned. 

That valuable Treatiſe of Laclantius 
Sives an account of the death of others, 
who were implacable Enemies to the 
Chriſtian Religion; but ſince it's tran- 
flared I wave giving any other Exam- 
ples from thence, but ſhall offer tome 
inſtances, of them, whom Divine Ven- 
geance hath ſeized upon, for the Sin of 
Perſecution, in an Age not ſo remote 
as that in which Diocleſian, and Aa- 
mu lived. 

About the time that the Reforma- 
ion W45 again revived under Queen 
El;c beth in England, lived the Car- 
unal of Corr. who was a Friend and 
tavourer of the Perion concerning 
hom þ dlign to giv the following 
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relation. Under the bloody Perſecutcr 
Henry, (the Second) of Frauce, 
who himlelf came to a Tragical En, 
Chancellor Oliver was employed 1. 
periecuting the Proteſtants : This he 
adventured upon againſt the light of 
his Conſcience. The miſerable end of 
xr-+.,, this Man 1s a remarkable war- 
Thea: ning to all Perfecutors : He fate 
zin. in Court condemning the In- 
n. 4+ nocent; among others brought 
. „o before him a Learned Young- 
Man, Peter Campagnase, was condem- 
ned unheard. The Chancellor in a fury 
crying out, Hang, Hang the Fellow; 
upon which, Campagnac replied. Jr; 
an eaſie matter for you to ſay ſo, but i 
yon had been dealt with according to your 
deſerts, you had your ſelf been hanged, 
Thirty Tears ſince : Do not you remember 
that when you then ſtudies the Law you 
killed one of your Acquaintance ? Upon 
which the Chancellor was ſtruck with 


| {fuch Horror, and Madnels, that he fell 


ill, and raged in a dreadful manner 
againſt God. And in his Sicknels the 
above-mentioned Cardinal came to give 
him a Viht, to whom the Chancellor 
with amazing Horror, addreſſed 2 * 
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ſelf in Words to this effect, Ton Car- 
dinal of Lorrain are the cauſe of the 
damnation of us all, And notwith- 
ſtanding that bloody Man endeavoured 
ro comfort him, yer turning his coun- 
tenance from him, the Chancel/cr dye! 
in miſerable deipair. 

This wretched Cardinal with s 
Brother the bloody D. of Ge, uno 
was a diabolical Inſtrument in che Pa- 
riſian Maſſacre, came to an untimely 
End. 

The D. of Guiſe was killed by or- 
der of Henry 3d. of France, and the 
Cardinal was ſtrangled, and both their 
Bodies burned, 

Not long before thele Judgmen:s 
were executed, an altoniſhing Punith- 
ment was inflicted, by the Righ- | 
teous Judge of all the Earth, M 
upon James Latonins, a Man \,-- 
concerned in the Inquiſition, an 4; . 
horrid Perſecutor. This un- p. 765. 
happy Man, who againſt the 
Light of his Conſcience, perſecuted 
the Evangelical Truths, maintained by 
the Proteiiants, falling into deſpair, 
ſending for {ome of his Acquaintance, 
ipake to this effect. A5 Sin. (ſays he) 
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:5 grievous, I have made it my Buſineſs to 
perſecute the Word of God, and to oppreſs 
others, againſt the Convictions of my Con- 
ſcience. Wherefore, having ſinned againſt 
he Holy Ghoſt, I am without 5 of Par- 


don. Moreover hence forward behold me no 
more as Latonius, but as a very Devil, 
Ar theſe Words, the Learned Men, 
who were preſent, were beyond mea- 
ture aſtoniſhed. One of them, a Dr. 
of Divinity, began to comfort him with 
the Mercy of God. To which Latenius 
an{wered, he was not ignorant that ma- 
ny Sentences in the Bible were full of 
Conſolation, but that he wanted Faithin 
God : And added, that you may not doubt 
of the certainty of my Damnation, yo: 
will ſee that I ſhall dye in the Bed where 
Tam. I ſerve for an Example to you, 
and for that reaſon I have called for you, 
that being warned by me, yon ſhould re- 
pent. And thus he dyed in the midit 
of diſmal Groans, and in his Counte- 
nance, aud all over his Body tuch 
marks of Divine Diſpleaſure were 
left, as ſtruck Terror into the Specta- 

tors. 
(3.) God's Fudgments, executed on 
jeme particular Perſons, are loud War- 
mins 
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nings to thoſe who read the Scriptures, 
that they commit not the Sins, which 
brought Calamity on ſuch, who were made 
the Monuments of Divine Diſpleaſure. 
Beſides the National Calamities that 
we read of in the Bible, Perſonal Sor- 
rows make up no ſmall part of the 
Sacred Hiſtory. 

An inltance in this kind we have 
in Adonibezek, Judg. 1.6. 79. A Man 
ro Whom Divine Providence gave 
Power, and Dominion over others, 


his ill uſing it was revenged in a re- 


markable retaliation. He cruelly cut 
off the Thambs, and the great Toes 
of others, whom he Conquered, and 
he was treated himſelf in a like man- 
ner. 

How inſtructive is this? It teils us 
that we ought not to revenge our ſelves 
on our Enemies, when we have them 
at advantage, for it's commonly reta- 
liated in this World again. 

Abimelech, the degenerate Son of a 
Noble Father, flew his Brethren on a 
Stone, Jadg. 9. But, as Murder is a 
Sin ſeldom without a Vengeance fol- 
lowing it, this was peculiarly e 
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by the caſting of a Piece of Milſtone, 
from an High Place, upon his unhap- 
py Head, by which his death was occa- 
ſioned. 


And among other memorable Hiſto- 


ries in this kind, that of Haman is not 


lightly to be paſt over. 
He deſigned the Ruine of the Jewiſh 


Church and particularly of Mordecai 


for whom he had built a Gallows. Pro- 
vidence did retaliate the intended mil- 
chief upon Hæmax, and his wretched 
Family: Which ſhews that however Di- 
vine Vengeance, doth ſometimes make 
ſlow advances to puniſh them who have 
been notorious Offenders, yet there is a 
juſt, and holy God, who beholds all 
things, Good, or Bad, in which Men 


are converſant, and will accordingly 
give them Recompence, 


(40 The Calamities which have befal- 
len Good Men do alſo give warning to 
others, that they fin not againſt that God 
who beholds the Sins of his Favourites with 
indignation. 

It is indeed dangerous, and a ſcanda- 
lous Tranſgreſſion of the Law of Cha- 
rity, to form a judgment of any Man's 
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State by the Events which attend him 
in this World; for Good, and Bad 
are expoled to forrow, and enjoy in 
their turus proſperity, Eccleſ 9. 3. To 
lay a Man is wicked becauſe of ſome 
extraordinary Affliction chat is upon 
him, is a Crime that even the, more 
civilized Pagans, who held thoſe Places 
which bore the Marks of Thunder and 
Lightning in ſpecial veneration, would 
abhor. 

Sometimes God brings Calamity on 
a Man to try him, not as a chaſt iſement 
for any Sin more heinous than thoſe of 
common Infirmity, but for a Proof of 
his Faith, Humility, Patience, Reſigna- 
tion, &c. 

Of theſe Trials I may have occaſion 
in the ſequel of this Treatiſe to in- 
ſert ſomething more particularly. 
it is now coficerning thoſe Judgments 
which have befallen Holy Men that I 
am treating. God hath executed ſignal 
Judgments on thoſe who have been 
Eminent for their Holynels. 

When El; the High Prieſt refuſed 
ro uſe his Authority, for the reltrain- 
ing of his Wicked Sons, who rendred 


Religion odious by their ada: 


—— ͤäÆ141 l — — 


64 Obſervations on Chap. IT. 
he expoſed both himſelf, and them to 
the diſpleaſure of God. And as the 
moſt H:ioh gave him warning of the ap- 
proaching Evil, ſo he did by the exe- 
cution of Vengeance on Hophui, and 
Thineas, and by the Tragical death of 
their, Father, admonitſh others, to keep 
up their Authority, and not for the 
ſake of their Affection to their Rela- 
tives tuffer the Honour of God, and 
Religion to be diminiſhed, 

David was a Man of extraordinary 
Piery, and Devotion, yet ſo deep are 
the Ways of Divine Providence, he 
was left, and contracted amazing Guilt 
to himſelf, by Adultery, and Murder. 
But did God who advanced him to the 
Throne ſuffer theſe Crimes to go un- 
chaſtiſed? no. A Sword was drawn in 
his Family, that was not ſheathed for 
many Years. 

Amnon commits Inceſt with his Siſter 
Tamor: Abſalom in revenge ſlays Am- 
non, and Abſalom himſelf eſcapes not; 
for he being vanquiſhed in a Battle, 
when he contended with his Father for 
the Crown, was flain, hanging on a 
Tree, and had the Burial of a Beatt - 
This was the End of a Young-Man 

diiobedient 
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diſobedient to his Father, and whoſe 
Lewdnels with the Concubines did ad- 
monith his Father of his murdering 
Uriah, and of his Sin with Bathſheba. 
This fell out whilſt Darzd was yet 
living, and after his death his Son Solo- 
mon ſlew another of his Sons Adonijah : 
So fearful is it, after this manner, to 
offend againſt the God of Heaven ! 

Nor have the leſſer Crimes of thoſe 
who have been remarkable for their 
Holineſs been unchaſtifed. Jacob dealt 
fraudulently with his Father, and Bro- 
ther: To the former of which he told 
adirect Lye, the latter he cheated. 

The time came when he was delu- 
ded by his own Children, who ſent him 
his beloved Foſeph's Coat as if he had 
been ſlain by a Wild Beaſt, which might 
(tho' not ſo intended by them) put him 
in mind of the falſe dealing he was 
guilty of towards his Father, whom 
of all Men, in the World, he ought 
not to have impoſed upon. 

Poſſibly it will be objected againſt the 
Conduct of Divine Providence, that 
theſe things diſcourage Religion. To 
what purpole is it for us to be Religi- 
2'iS if we are not ſecured from the 

Curſe 
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Curie of Gods Law as it is promiſed to 
them who belong to the Covenant of 
G:ace ? 

| antwer that God brings theſe Ca- 
lamities on them who are in Covenant, 
not becauſe they are under a Curſe, 
but :o manifeſt his own Holineſs, and 
ic intimates that they ſhall not be con- 
demned to Eternal Puniſhment, at the 
day of Judgment, as ſhall Wicked 
Men who it's poſſible never met with 
och Afflictions. 


F. (3.) The Hiſtory of the memorable 
Protectiens which Divine Providence hath 
granted to the Church of God, doth af- 
jord Very profitable Inſtruftions. 

The Church hath often been redu- 
ced to the loweil Extremities, and then 
hath been the feafon for God to ſhew 
himſelf the Protector of his People. 


When _ were oppreſied in Egypt, 


God appeared a Saviour, and raiſed up 
Moes and Auron to conduct the 1/rac- 

lites out of the Land of Slavery. 
Having had occaſion before ro make 
ſome Remarks upon this deliverance 
out of F-:y;r: I refrain enlarging on 
it, bur pals on to conſider ſome other 
remarkable 
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remarkable protections given to that 
Nation in ſucceeding Ages. 

For a conſiderable time the Twelve 
Tribes were ruled by Judges : Some 
of which they chole, others were in an 
extraordinary manner raiſed up, and 
ſpirited to appear on behalf of an op- 
preſſed Nation. If any object againit 
the Conduct of Divine Providence to- 
wards the /ſraelitcs, in bringing them, 
ſo often, into Bondage, ſomerimes to 
the Canaanites, ſometimes to the Midi- 
anites, and then to the Philiſtines; the 
anſwer is plain. They were guilry of 
gene- 
rality of them were become Idolaters, 
before any ſuch National Calamity in- 
vaded them. And however their Ene- 
mies might either out of Ambition, 
ſeek to oppreſs them, or becauſe they 
were not ſo fully Idolaters as their 
Neighbours for it's reaſouable to think 
that they worſhipped the true God, 
as well as the Gods of the Canaanres, 
and this might be one occaſion of che 
rage of their Adverſaries. Buc leaving 
that, we may plainiy ſes that God did, 
very ſignally appear on their behalf, 


railing up Men, of Heroic Spirits, to 


be 
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be their Deliverers, which was upon 
their Repentance, and Reformation. 
If we take a view of what Calami- 
ties have invaded the Churches of God, 
in the latter Ages of the World, we 
(hall find that no Storm of Perſecution 
hath ever riſen, but was firſt preceeded 
by the degeneracy, and crying Evils 
of them who pretended to Religion, 
When God hath brought deſolation 
on his Churches like an irreſiſtible inun- 
dation, they have been guilty of de- 
ſpiſing his Ordinances, coutemning his 
Minitters, neglecting his Sabbaths. We 
have ſufficient Arguments to juſtify the 
Providence of Gol, in all theſe Events, 
and when we conſider how God hath 
in times paſt, preſerved his People, 
We have grounds to believe that he 
will not fail, as to the manifeſtation of 
his Goodnels, and Compaſſion, in due 
time, to that part of his Church which 
groans under Pertecution : It may be 
then expected when Reformation, and 
Repentance ſhall be found advancing 
amongſt them, or when their Adver- 
ſaries have filled up the meaſure of their 
Tranſgreſſions. Nor ſhould we deſpair 
of it becauſe of feeming improbabil:- 
ties 
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ties attending, as to {ſecond caules : 
For God hath promiſed to protect his 
Churches ſo far as that a number of Men 
ſhall be on Earth, who ſhall own the 
Chriſtian Faith, as diltinguiſhed from 
Judaiſm, or the mixtures of Faganiſi;, 
unto the End of the World, when 
Chriſt himſelf ſhall come to judge Man- 


kind, 


The Salvations which he gave to his 
Church in the Reign of Fczekizh, ſhews 
the Power of God; and the deliverance 
out of the Babylonian Slavery evidenc- 
eth that he can reſcue as well as pro- 
rect his People. 

As to the former (vix.) the Salva- 
tion of the Jewiſh Church in the days 
of Hezekiab, how ſignally did God ap- 
pear in commiſhoning an Angel to ſlay 
One Hundred Fourſcore and Five Thou- 
fand of the Enemies of his People in 
one Night, 2 Kings 19. 35. 

As to the Babylonian ( aptivity, de- 
liverance might appear an impoſſibility. 
The Jewiſh Nation was ſubdued by 
Nebuchadnezzar, and held in Caprivity 
by his Succeſſor until the Perjiazr Mo- 
narchy advanced it's ſelf, by the de- 
ſtruction of the Poſterity of him whe 
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had burnt the Temple at Jeruſalem. 
In that Revolution the Jewiſh Church 
was in great danger. And they would 
have been totally, and finally cruſhed, | 
had noc the God of their Fathers, 
whole protections paſt Ages had bors 
witneſs of, ordered thoſe Events ig 
Infinite Wildom. 5 
And thus notwithſtanding the Rex 
volutions that are yet to come t i 
pats in Europe, and that probably 
will carry uncommon amazemenc 
along with them, and in them the 
Church of God may be expoſed t 
Perils, yet will not fail the Faith 
tuch as place their confidence in him + 
He will protect his Church. Human 
help often fails, and at this time ig 
would look ſtrange to offer an Argu- 
ment ro prove that the Proceſtan ; 
Churches ſhall be delivered from the 
Tyrannies of thoſe who where prefi, | 
gured by the Perſecutors in the Afſyr:an ³⁵⁶ 
Empire, yet the ſame God, who hum⸗ 
bled Nebuchadnezzar, doth hold the 3: 
Government of the Univerſe in his 
Hands; Aud he wants neither Wiſdomg | 
nor Power, to accompliſh Salvation for i 
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his Servants, and Time will ſhew tha: 
his compaſſion is equal to his other 
Glorious Perfections. 


§. (4.) The H:ſtories, which the Scrip- 
tures give of particular Perſons, who 
have been celebrated for their Piety, af- 
fords manifeld Inſtructions, The Bible 
is a Mirror in which Men may behold 
themlelves, and whether they walk in 
a wicked courle, they may diſcern 
their Pictures drawn in the deſcription, 
which the Word of God gives, of the 
Impious, and may pretage the Event 
that will at laſt attend them. Or iſ 
they are adorned with Heavenly Wit. 
dom, they may ſee others, mentioned 
in this Holy Volume, whote Actions 
are propoſed to their Imitation, and 
may learn, not only by what Princi- 
ples they were acted, but fee their 
Miſcarriages, their Tryals, their Spi- 
ritual Conflicts, and the guidances of 
„Divine Providence which they enjoyed. 
In the Hiſtorical part of Scripture we 
have an Account of Good-Men, and 
Wi what is rigiffred is very uteful to us 
in leveral reſpects. 
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(i.) The conver ſion of ſome, rho have 


een eminent for Holyneſs, is recorded 
of which an advantageous uſe may be 
made, God doth not proceed alike 
with all who are converted. Some 
Holy Men we have no particular Ac- 
count of their firſt converſion : Nor 


was it neceſſary, becauſe it would have vi 
twelled the Sacred Book to any im- V 
menſe largeneſs, which would have WV 
rendred it the work of a long Life to if, 
have read it through, which now may 3 
be performed, with facility, in the 5 
compaſs of a Vear. F 


Nevertheleſs God hath of his Infinite 
Goodneſs ordered it, that the Conver- 
ion of ſome ſhould particularly be re- 
corded. The Apoſtle Paul was an Ex- 
ample of the Efficacy of Divine Grace, 
and of the compaſhon of Jeſus Chriſt. 
With what a bitter Zeal did he igno- 
rantly perſecute the Chriſtian Church? 
It pleaſed the great Redeemer to reco- 
ver him, in a miraculous manner, as 
is to be read in the gth. Chap. of Acts. 

It would be a preſumptuous thing to 
expect ſuch a glorious appearance of 
the Son of God to convert any in our 
times, ſince the ſetled ordinary — 5 
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of Grace are, uſually, bleſſed to the 


ſaving good of them who are brought 


from a courſe of Wickedneis to Holy- 
neis, and from a dependance on the 
Creature to a trult on God, through 
the great Mediator, which is che proper 
notion of Converſion. Some Events 
of Providence do occaſion the firſt con- 
victions in the Minds of Men, but the 
Word of God is the great Means by 
which it is effected. Our Lord did 
remit Saul co Anamas, for Iuſtruction. 
And he doth, uſually, by the Word 
accompliſh this change, which is of 
Everlaiting Advantage. 

Some have thought that, in order 
to the Converſion of the Pagans, the 
Power of working Miracles ſhall be 
conierred on them to whom that Em- 
ploy ment ſhall be aſſigned. And others 

are of opinion, that when the Fewefhe 
Nation ſhall be brought to the Chriſtian 
Faich, Coriſt himſelf will appear per- 
lo: ally, 29 he did when he recovered 
the Apoſtle Paul our of his natural 
Li ate. Bur leaving the truth of theſe 
conjectures to time, they do not fa- 
vour the excuſes which ſuch as live 


impenitently, under the Golpel, do 
E make 
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make in their own defence, ſince they 
have ſufficient evidence, in another 
kind, concerning the Truth, of i- 
ſtian Religion, and the neceflity of Re- 
pentance. 


(2.) The Picty of ſome Min hath 
been remarkable,” and is recorded for 
our Inſtruction and Imitation. 

The Principles upon which they act- 
ed, and the regularity of their Conduct 


are both to be oblerved. An uni- 


verſal, tho' not ſinleſs, conformity to 
the Will of God is remarked concer- 
ning ſeveral, whoſe Memories are Re- 
giſtred, in this Book of Life. 

Some are recorded as memorable 
for their Faith: In this Grace Abra- 
ham did excell, and hath for that rea- 
fon the Title of the Father of them 
who believe. Not that Abraham was 
defective in other Graces, for he was 
a Perion of great reſignation to the 
Will of God, of-Humility, and of 
ſelf-denyal, as will appear upon read- 
ing cf the Hiſtory of his Life, writ- 
ten by Moſes, in the Book of Geneſi:. 

Fob will be celebrated by all Ages 
for his Patience Nor was he only c- 
celleut in that Vertue, but hos the 

high 
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higheſt Character given him, by the 
Great God, as being without parallel. 
And MAofes who is ſuppoled to have 
: written the Book of Jeb for 
vid. ch. 5. 5. 5. the con ſolation of the 1/rac- 
lites in the Wildernets, is praiſed not 
only for Meckneis,bur for his Faith. And 
he gave ſignal indications of his being 
a Man of Prudence, and Zeal for the 

Glory of God, aud of a Publick Spirit. 
Elij ib was a Man ſuited for the 
Work of Reformation, which God ſent 
him about, by reaton of his Courage 
and Zeal. And, to add one inſtance 
more, how excellent a Man was the 
Apolile Paul, who ſeems to have been 
born, on purpoſe to do good to others, 
who had not always the ſenſe to thank 
their Benefactor ? How patient was 
ne under Afflictions? How ſoon re- 
conciled to them who had offended 
him? which was not for want of Spirit. 
He did often diſcover a greatnets of 
Mind that will leave him a Name 
above the common rank of Mortals, 
low humbly did he walk with God? 
and how ſenſible of Humane Frailty ? 
They who read the Hiſtory of this Ex- 
cellent Man, with an equal temper of 
S 3 Mind, 
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Mind, will be inclined to think that no 1 
one ever out did him, except only the wit! 
Man Teſs Chriſt who is God as well Wi. 
as Man. Never did the World ſee 8. 
ſuch an Example of Holineſs as that oh 
of Jeſus of Nazareth : He was without No 
any blemiſh, and by his fulfilling the tor 
Law of God, ſhewed, that not only 
the Divine Precepts were poſlible to cell 
be obſerved, bur that a peculiar Maje- b. 
ſty doth attend them who are moſt i 
careful to regulate themſelves there- Ch 


by 


How readily did he lay hold of op- = 
portunities, offered to him, for doing ad 
good to Men who were in Miſery ? 5 
What a Glorious Example hath he left Ge 
us of ſelf denyal, when the Publick thi 
Good calls for it ? | ſit 
What reſignation to the Will of his 

Heavenly Father did he expreſs 2 How of 
great was his Piety and Devotion? | 

How tender was he to his Aﬀicted and | *© 
Tempted Diſciples ? Theſe things . 
ſnould be conſidered and a likenels | V 
to him ſhould be endeavoured after. | mh 


(3-) The falls and miſcarriages of 3 8 
Religious Men are alſo to be read with ot 
a due attention, The | 
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The Scripture deals impartially 
with Men: It not only deſcribes the 
Wickednels of prophane Perſons, but 
giving a juſt Account of the Piety of 


others, doth allo regilter their failures : 


Not with a deſign to diſgrace them, but 
for Reaſons that are Wile and Holy. 
The fin of Noah, the ſcandalous In- 
ceſt of Lot, the Murder committed 
by David, the Pride of Hezekztah, the 


evil Frame of Jonah, Peter's denying 


Chriſt, do all proclaim that the beſt of 
Men, daily want the aſſiſtance of Divine 
Grace for their ſupport. Theſe things 
admoniſh us to be diſtruſtful of our 
own ability: And the compaſſion of 
God manifeſted in their recovery, ſhews 
that none ought to deſpair who are ſen- 
ſible of their failings, 

I look on theſe things to be ſome 
of the unlearchable Depths of the 
Divine Conduct, which we are rather 
to adore than to pretend to fearch our 
unto perfection. Nevertheleſs beſides 
what has been aiready mentioned, a 
further reaſou may be produced, why 
it pleated God, whole Judgments are 
a great Deep, to permit theſe Lapſes 
of Men of Holinels (viz.) that none 

E 3 of 


78 Chſervations on Chap. II 


{ 


of the Great Men, whoſe Names are 
recorded in Scripture, might, in ſuc- 
ceeding Ages, be brought into com- 
petition with Feſus Chriſt the alone 
Raeacemer, Concernivug others, ho 
nave any conſiderable part of their 
Lives written, ſome blemiſh is to be 
oblervede But onlv of Feſus Chriſt it's 
to be remarked that hz was Holy, 
tiurmlels, Undefiled, and leparared 
tom Sinners, : 

| 40 here eaſily perceive an Objection 
in be raijted (viz.) If ſuch things 
45 are dilgraceful are recorded of them 
no in Scripture are propoſed as Ex- 
ampies, how {hall we know when we 
do well or ill in following their pat- 
tern ? 

L anſwer, (1.) Example as Example, 
doth nat olive us to an imitation. 
eaten 15, it would then follow thar all 
Examples would bind us : To aſſert 
Which is to introduce Libertiniſm in- 
tcead of promoting Holinets. 

The Wickednels of Flagitious Men 
is recorded, not for our imitation, bur 
partly to juliifie the Providence of 
God, in the Vengeance Which over- 
waclned them, and to be warnings to 
us 
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us of the danger of ſuch Practices. 
Nor does the Religion which others 
have been praiſed for, make their Acti- 
ons laudable, when contrary to the 
Law of God. Jacobs diſſimul ation 
ought not to be a Plea for craftineſs, 
nor Soloman's Idolatry an excuſe for 
Superſtition. 

Beſides which, ſome Actions of Ex- 
cellent Men are not to be imitated, 
notwithſtanding it were Good, and 
r reproachable in the Actors. 

As Abraham's going to offer up 1/aac 
ſhewed his love to God was ſuperla- 
tive. But it would be the heighth of 
Phrenſey for a Man to imitate him in 
ſuch an A*#tion. 

Elijah went Fourty Days Journey, 
but it's a folly from thence to infer the 
neceſſity of Pilgrimages, &c. Nor 
would the IJolatrous Prieſts, who 
urge the Example of his faiting Fourty 


Days as an Argument for Lent, be 


willing to have that executed upon 
them which Elijah did on the Prieſts 
v ho worſhipped Idols. 

Orher Examples are to be found 
in the Scriprure, of Men wno did 
Things that were warrautable i hem, 

E 4 they 


— —— m — 


80 Obſervations on Chap. II. 


they having an extraordinary impulſe 
of the Hol; Spirit: But, if in defence 
of their extrav2gancies, 
pretend, they are moved by the Holy 
Gaolt, I would defire them to prove 
it, by working of Miracles, which if 
they are able ro do I ſhall then tell 
them more of my Mind if required. 


(2.) But an Example which God re- 
Commended to our imitation in his Vora 
is ro be conſidered, and followed. 

Our Lord (whom it would be a fin- 
ful Vanity to imitate in thoſe Actions 
which he performed as Mediator (vi. 
raiſing the Dead, by ſpeaking; quell- 
ing Storms, Cc.) is to be followed, 
in thoſe things, in which he hath himſelf 
commanded us to conſider him as an 
Example. His Humiliry is recorded, 
and he is to be lookedon as an Exam- 
ple John 13.4 And in other things, 
which are before hinted at, we ſhould 
conſider him as the Grand Example. 
And others, who are propoſed to be 
Examples to us, are ſo far to be fol- 
lowed as they have been Followers of 
Chriſt, 2. Cor. 11.1. Nor is an Acti- 
ou to be done, meerly, becaule Chriſt 

did 
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did the like, but becauſe he hath, by 
ſome Precept, made it incumbent on 


us to imitate him, and becauſe it would 


have been our Duty had no precedent 
been regiſtred in the Scripture, 

Chriſt preached, but it is not the 
Duty of every Chriſtian to be a 
Preacher, for fome are expreſly forbid 
den from medling with that Work. 

Chriſt went from Feraſalem to Cali- 
lee, and yet I ſcarce believe any one, 
that is not gone a Pilgrimage from his 
Underſtanding, will tay that it is in- 
cumbent on Chriſtians to go from Je- 
ruſalem to Nazareth; however ſome 
have, ridiculouſly enough, fancied it « 
Piece of Religion to viſit the Sepul 
chre of the Holy Jeſus. 

T his being obſerved, I add, the Act:- 
ons of Good Men in Scripture that are 
neither condemned, nor contrary to 
any Precept in the Word of God, may 
be imitated. And that ſuch Action> 
as are apyroved in the Scripture, and 
agreeable ro the general Rules of Piety, 
Juitice, Truth, Mercy, Temperance. 
ought to be followed. 

There is a vaſt differences betwee:: 
the lawtulnels of an Action, and the 

5 Ac ceſl. ty 
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neceſſity of performing ir; for ſome ol 
ö things may be done, or left undone, al 
1 and o:hers it would be a Crime to 
neglecr. Ir is with this general Ob- p 
ſervation that we are to form our Judg- 1 
ments of what things other Perſons t. 
are to be looked on as Examples in, V 
and in what they are not to be followed. h 


(4) The Hiſtorical part of Scripture, 
f: riſes us with an Acconnt of the Try- 
als, which Perſons of Piety, and Vertus 
| underwent: The conſideration of which 
. hath its uſcfulneſs, Under this general 
; term T7yals]I comprehend not only per- 
ſecution for Religion, but alſo AMicti- 
ons, Whica are common to Mankind. 
Thatthey they that are inCovenant with 
 God,are under the ſpecial Conduct of Di- 
vine Providence, is a Truth which can- | 
not be denyed without offering Violence 
to many Faſlages in the Sacred Scrip- 
tures. This notwithſtanding, they “ 
encounter the common Calamities of 
a World, which being under a Curſe, 
Gal. 1. 4. by. gary g Evil. Ac- 
ordingly ik we view the 
Nillory of the Bett Men, we thail find 
that ihey had their 1iyals, aud fome | 
ge: 
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of themin a very ſignal manner were 
aſflicted. 

The Tryals of Abraham were great, 
particularly that of offering up his Son 
Iſaac recorded Gen. 22. It were eaſie 
to enlarge upon the {ſeveral dificulries 
which this command of God did bring 
him into. 

How contrary was this to that natu— 
ral tenderneſs which is in the Brea'its 
of Men? How did it ſeem to contra- 
dict a principle of the Light of Nature, 
which makes Men tremble at the 
thought of killing others? Yet Abra- 
ham was ſupported by the Grace of 
that God who thus tryed him, and his 
Faith has been celebrated by all iuc- 
ceeding Ages. Hiſtory reports tha: 
Scnacheriv, whole Army was deſtroyed 
by an Angel, once inquiring how thz 
Jews came to be ſo much the Favou- 
rites of God, was informed that it Was 
tor Abraham's ſacrificuig his Son as he 
did intentionally) to the God of all the 
Earth; whereupon that defeated Mo- 
narch took a relolution to lacrifice Two 
of his Sons in order to obtain Prolperi- 
ty: Which, when they heard, they pur- 


ruled 
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diſappoint by killing their Father, of 
whole death we read 2. Kings 19. 37. 

I have read a recent Story of a Per- 
lon, raving mad, who in imitation of 
Abraham, ſlew a Child and gloried in 
the Nefandous Act. It's probable that 
the Idolatrous Fews took their practice 
of {acrificing their Children ro Moloch 
from this of Abraham. So dreadful 
is it for Men to relinquiſh Divine Re- 
velation about the Worſhip of God, 
God gives them up to a Spirit of Blind- 
nets and Error. | 

This Hiſtory of Abraham's Temp- 
tation lets us know, that, if we belon 
to the Covenant of God, we ſhall find 
that God will not ſuffer us to entertain 
2 thing in competition with him- 
telf. 

He will make a ſeparation berween 
us, and our Enjoyments, if once we 
elteem them in that manner,in whichwe 
ſhould reverence the Supream- Being. 

Abrabam having ſhewed that God 
was the chief Object of his Love, and 
diſcovered a profound reſignation to 
the Divine Soveraignty, had his Son 
with a bleſſing reſtored. 
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What Troubles did Iſaac meet with 
in the Feuds between Eſau and Jacob? 
What ſirange Tryals did Jacob en- 
counter? Sometimes afraid of his Life 
upon the Account of Eſau's Malice. 
Sometimes in Peril from the Inhabitants 
of Canaan, after the Tragedy acted, 
by his twio Sons, in revenge of the 
affront offered to Dinah. After which 
his beloved Son was fold a flave into 
Egypt, whilſt Jacob deplored him as 
flain by ſome hapleſs event. 

Then he was in danger of looſing 
two other of his Children, all which 
he conſidered with great forrow. 

Reflecting on what he underwent 
it's natural to draw this inference, 
that as this World is not ſo good as 
we hope, neither is it fo bad as we fear - 
And thoſe Events, which we ſome— 
times, take to be moiſt adverſe, after 
a time we ſee occaſion to place amongſt 
the tender Mercies of our Heavenly 
Father. 

The Afflictions of Job are in fo live- 
ly a manner deſcribed, as has rendred 
his Book a valuable part of the Holy 
Scripture. Nor was the event lels 
ſurpriſing, than the Tryals for the time 
altoniſhing. God 


— 
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God reſtored him double to what 
he loſt. And it's ſuppoſed that the 
Children of that eminent Man were 
tranſlated to everlaſting, Mercy, not- 
withſtanding hey dyed Tragically, the 
rea:on is, becauſe God did give him 
onely the 1ame number of Children 
again, whereas all other Temporal 
Bleſſing were beſtowed in double pro- 
portion. 

How gracious is the God of Heaven, 
the Father of Mercies, and God of all 
Conſolation? | 

Davia's tryals, before he arrived to 
the Regal Power were many, ſome- 
times forced to beg his Bread, ſome- 
times to ti; for his Life, at other times 
to feign himſelf Mad, that he might be 
ſecure. : 

As to his Tryals after he was Crown- 
ed, having already had occaſion to make 
reflections on them, I do not repeat 
what hath been ſpoken. Ir is plain by 
what David endured, before he attain- 
ed the Kingdom, that God was infinitely 

racious in ordering them, ſince by 
fis Afflictions he was prepared for the 
lofty Station, to Which he was, at 
length, advanced. And his own ex- 

perience 
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perience gave bim thoſe Mauuin, of 
Government Wiict. were uteful when 
Be- 
ſides the excellent Palms which he pen- 
ned, when in his Solitudes, have beer: 
the {upport and conlolation of them, 
who like that Heroic Prince have En- 
countred uncommon Tryals. 

I ſhould go beyond my intended Bre- 
vity if I ſhould particularly detcribe 
the Temptations of thoſe &c. who be- 
fore the Appearance of the Meſſiah, 
were Types of him who was a Man of 
Sorrow. I ſhall conclude this parti- 
cular, with a reflection on the Tryals 
of the Apoſtle Paul. They are briefly 
mentioned by himfelf 2 Corwth. 11. 24, 


25, 26, 27. 


He was treated like the Common E- 
nemy of Mankind, and yet the World 
never ſaw a Man of a more noble tem- 
per, in reſpect. of ſerviceableneis to 


their everlaſting Welfare, with whom 


he did converle. I have ſometimes 
thought, and do not yet ſee realon for 
altering my opinion, that i: may be 
argued that God is not in good Terms 
with the Inhabitants of this Earth, inas- 
much as he {uffers thote ho, like the 

Apolite 
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Apoſtle of the Gentiles, would gladly the 


exhauit their Strength, ſpend their + go 
Wealth and take the greateſt Pains to 

do good, to be treated in ſuch an un- co 
decent Manner as they are very com- Ki 
monly. Let a Man live obſcurely, and th 


paſs away his time like a ſubterraneous 
Stream, unheard, unknown, he may 
poſſibly injoy tranquility, or, at leaſt, A 
be freed from extraordinary Inquie- 7 
tudes, Whereas if he once appear, 2 
with a reſolution to do what Good he 
can, how ſhall he be rewarded ? Every 
one draws upon bim, and they are 
reckoned mo!t happy who can pive 
him the deepeſt Wounds, or are moſt 
virulent in their being adverſe to his 
Intereſt. 
The Day of judgment will indeed | 


be a time of recompence, and the Glo- 
ries of Eternity will counterballance 
theſe Evils. 2 Cor. 4. 18. 19. 

But as Men are unwiſe in being thus 
ungrateful to their Benefactors; to this 
occaſions ſome, who otherwiſe are qua- | 
lined to appear in Publick, to choole | 
the Entertainments of Solitude, rather 
than be expoled to the malignity of 

thole 
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: thoſe who will ill requite them for their 


89 


good Offices. 

I ſhould be glad if they, who are 
coming to act on the Stage, do by their 
kind Eutertainment find realon to lay 
that Jam in a miſtake. 


(5. The Spiritual Conflicts of Holy 
Men with their implacable Adverſary, 
the Devil, are regiſtred in Scripture, 4nd 
afford ſmgular advantage to thoſe, who 
are 3 to the like Aſſaults, The 
Devil doth not fail to attack them 
whom he hath loſt his Dominion over. 
Sometimes he appears as an Angel of 
Light, at other ſeaſons as a roaring Li- 
on, 1. Pet. 5. 9, 10. Hideous, and 
abominable Thoughts he brings into 
their Minds, which they do not always 
perceive to be from the Devil. This 
drives them ſometimes to the Brinks of 
deſpair, | 

Some are under ſad apprehenſions 
of God's Wrath, and think that the) 
have committed the Unpardonable Sin, 
Sometimes they are under doubts 
about God's Fatherly love in his Pro- 
vidence. Sometimes they looſe their 

Courage 
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Courage, and Spirits, and fink into the 
darkeſt Melancholly. 

It's true, ſome Chriſtians do not ex- 
perience ſuch Tryals; but paſs thzir 
Lives in an happy tranquility, rho” de- 
ſtitute of raiſed conſolations. 

But others, and they among the 
heſt Perſons, that ever were tranſlated 
from Earth to Heaven, have had ſuch 
{piritual Conflicts, as that they would 
not have been able to have ſupported 
themſelves, if the Word, and Spirit of 
God, had not been their Help, and Re- 
fuge. 

From the Word of God, Arguments 
may be drawn to repel the Tempta- 
tions of the Devil. It was by the Holy 
Scriptures that cur Lord conquered the 
Devil, as may beiten in the Hiftory 
of his Temptation. 

Here is the Magazine, from whence 
we may fetch Artyur ſer our defence, 
in this Spiritual Combar, 

This gives us sgi :o manage the Ho- 
ly War, and eahibits the Gracious Pro- 
miles, which tuitcin the Atflicted, and 
thar, by preſenting us with Hittories 
of the like Aſſaults, informs us that 
we are not tne only Perions Who are 

thus 
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when under Temptation. And a con 


' {olation it is to conitder, that we are 


1 


not alone in our Mile ries. 


(6.) Finally (that I my draw to a 
cloſe of this Chapter) the Guidance Thich 
Divine Providence hath wountafed to 


| Religious Perſons, is obſerves in Scripture, 


and is profitable to be conjilered. 

Divine Providence orders every the 
leaſt Event. It governs the Empires of 
the World, and extends it ſelf to the 
falling of a Sparrow to the Ground. 

Through how many dithcalties did 
God guide Facob ? How many fad 
things did his beloved Son tee, and feel, 
whom yet God guided, from his Fa- 
ther's Houle into the Pitt, and thence 
into a Land of Slavery, and there gui- 
ded him through a Dungeon at lait to 
a Palace? 

What remarkable guidances had Pa- 


vid? Theſe and others, whoſe Names 


ſurvive the rage of time, did experi- 
rience, and record their experience ot 
the Conduct of Divine Providence. 


Their Example is to be recommended 
tO 


If we give our elves to an 
ecdtul 


L1 I; 
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heedful obſervation of the Events which 
evkty day attend us, we ſhall grow in 
experimental Chriſtianity ; ſhallbe able 
to unfold the Miſteries of Divine Pro- 
vidence, in a manner hetter than what 
is te be Learned from the moſt excel- 
tent Preatiſes that have been writgen 
on that Subject. I ſpeak not this to 
diſcourage from the peruſing thoſe va- 
luable Books which have been written 
concerning God's Providence, but ra- 
ther beſeech my Reader that he would 
diligently ſurvey them, withal adding, 
that it would. be helpful to him, in his 
judging of the Conduct of God towards 
himſelf. Yet without this obſervation 
of Providence every Day, our — 
diicourſes on that Subject, will only fil 
our Minds with Knowledge, not make 
our Hearts better. Let not the thought, 
that when you come to a ſtrict obler- 
vation of Divine Providence, your 
Vexations, and Temptations will be 
multipiied, hinder your thus doing. 
Temptations may indeed attend you, 
but the ſatisfactions you will enjoy, 

will abundancly make compenſation. 
Mr. Blur, a Man given to obſerva— 
tion, uſed to jay, Ob /er vable things at- 
ted 
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tend them who are given to Obſervation, 
Memorable guidances of Divine Pro- 
vidence, remarkable Preſervations, ſig- 
nal Bleſſings, ſhall be enjoyed by them 
who make Obſervation of God's Con- 
duct, and of the Frame of their own 
Hearts, comparing each together. If 
this is not a Iruch, I know not the 
meaning of what the Inſpired Man 
hath written, Pſa/ms 107. 43. Whoſo 
is wiſe, and will obſerve thoſe things, even 
they ſhall underſtand the loving kindneſs 
of the Lord. 


E HA 
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C H AP. III. 


Ulcelia; eons Obſervations on the Ho- 
iy Scriptures. Neceſſity of Re velati- 
6n. Reaſon and Revelation. An 
Account of the Penmen of the 
Scrivtures. Poctical part of Scrip- 
ture. Of the Creed, Kutles explain- 
ne the Tea Commandments. Rule 
ef Prayer, Of the Sacraments, 


HE ſacred Volume docs not only 
contain an HBiſtory of Events 


which are of a Monitar Nature, but 
preſents us with Diſcoveries of Divine 
Truths, the Guides of our Faith, and 
Practice. 


§. 1. It was nmerifary forme Revelas 
tion ſhould be made above, acid be !iacs 
war the Light . Nature afferds. 

The Light of Nature, or that Know- 
ledge which is in the "Minds of Men, 
deduced from the perception of Exter- 


nai 
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nal Objects, and from the Obſervation 
Which they make of their Reflections, 
however admired by ſome, is inſuffici- 
ent to direct Men to Bleſlednels, or to 
recover them out of Milery. 

This Light of Nature is not fuffici- 
ent to direct Men how to offer accep- 
table Worſhip to the Living God. 

The Pagans acknuwledged that God 
is to be adored. They unhappily fell 
into an Error about the Deity; erect- 
ing Altars ro a Mulcitude of Gods; 
notwithi:anding the wiſer ſort of them 
owned One Supream Being, whom 
they called the Father of Gods, and 
King of Men. 

Some Nations were ſo deeply ſunk 
into Error as to worſhip Beans, Herbs, 
Stones, Diteales, &c. I ſhall not fo 
much reproach my Readers underſtand- 
ing as to ſurmize that he wants a de- 
monitration of the Vanity of the Gen- 
tile World, in this their ſenſeleſs Ido- 
latry : The Inference is plain, a 
Revelation fuperior to, and beſides 
the Light of Nature is neceſſary to 


guide us in the homage we pay to 


the Almighty God. 
Nor is it leſs defective in the Diſ- 
coveries 
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coveries which are requiſite to our 
purſuing true Bleſſedneſs. 

What the true Bleſſedneſs of Man 
does conſiſt in, is concealed from them, 
who have none but their own reaſon to 

vide their Searches. The common 
fort of Men, who lived (as it ſhould 
ſeem by their never taking any great 
care to enquire into the Nature of true 
Happineſs) only to fill up the number 
of the Humane Race, were utterly 
ignorant hereof, And ſuch whoſe Spi- 
rits were framed with a better Alloy, 
did either confeſs their Ignorance, or 
what is equal to, or rather worſe, be- 
trayed it, when they made known their 
acquiſitions in this fort of Know- 
ledge. 

The Platoniſts,whoare rightly eſteem- 
ed the chief Philoſophers, could not 
find out Man's {upreme Felicity. P/aro 
in his Writings, and others of his Sec- 
tators, gave hints that ſhewed a greater 
inſight into it than others, of which 
we may ſay, and ſpeak the Truth, that 
thoſe Notions were borrowed from the 
Jews, whom Policy obliged thele Wile 
Men to conceal. 
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The Sroicks, pretending to vanquiſh 
the Paſſions, turned Men into ſenſeleis 
Images. Their Apathy contributed no- 
thing more to the well-being of Man, 
than Narchoticts do to his health, they 
may remove an acute diſeaſe, and 
leave the Patient ſtupid : The Lethar- 
gy that ſucceeds is more miſchievous 
than the Pains were un. aſie which they 
diſſipated. 

The Peripatericks, who made hap- 
pinels to conſiſt in the Action of Virtue, 
wandred far from true Bleſſedneſs by 
giving the name to that which vanted 
a right Principle, End, and Rule to 
render it truly a Vertue. | 

The Exicure ans, by a Poet of their 
own called an Herd of Swine, are by 
the more ſenſible part of Men, baniſh- 
ed from the number of Philoſophers, 
The Tragical Death of Lucrerins, a 
great Prophet of that Sect, who was a 


felf-murderer (not to mention others of 


the fame fraternity) doth ſhew char 


| Happineſs is not to be found in the 
Gardens of F pic urs. 

Beſides, the Light of Nature, una(it- 
ed by Divine. Revelacion, hath not 
been able to dilcover a right method 


for 
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for redeeming Men from an Eſtate of 
Mitery. 

The Heathens were not altogether 
ignorant of the depravation, and guilt 
of Mankind. They made their com- 
plaints of the Wickednels of the Age 
they were fallen into, which on thar 
account was worſe than lron, ſo bad 
as that Nature had not furniſhed them 
with a Metal from whence they might 
take a Name for, or ſuitable to the 
badneſs of the Humane Progeny. 


Nora etas agitur pejoraque ſæcula ferri 

Temporibus;, quorum ſceler: non indenit 

nomen, & a nullo poſuit natur.: Metallo( ipſa 
Juven. 


It looks as if he had read the third 
Chapter of the Romans: . Which is as 
probable as the Tradition, which ſavs 
that the Apoſile of the Gentiles held a 
corre{pondance with the Philolopher 
Seneca. 

Nor were they unſenſible of their 
teing obnoxious to the 1 of 
the Deity, as their Sacrifices, their 
Ablutions, and Luſtrations do intimate. 
Now their not knowing how to ap- 


peale 
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peaſe the incenſed Juſtice of Heaven, 
evidences, that a Light greater than 
what ſhines from Nature is requiſite, 


The more conſiderate Perſons among 


them diſcovered the Vanity of their 
Rites and Ceremonies : Things at firit 
invented by Men of deſigning Heads, 
embraced by the fondly ſuperſtitious, 
and ſupporred by the negligent credu- 
lity of ſucceeding Ages, which took 
every thing for Sacred which Anti- 
quity had bequeathed. 


The celebrated Roman Mitt derides 
the eaſie Folly of ſuch who thought to 
waſh away their guilt of Murder in 
River-Water. 


Ab: nimium faciles, qui triſtia crimina 
Humine d tolli poſſe putatis aqua. ( Necis 


The Confeſſions which theſe Men 
make, who diſcerned the moſt which 
the Light of Nature could ſhew, do 
give ſufficient proof that ſome other 
diſcovery is — beyond that 


* which they had been acquain- 
ted. 


F 4 F. 2. God 


700 Obſervations on Chap. III. 


§. 2. God hath not leſt Men deſtitute 
of a Rule to direct them in what is 
neceſſary to be underſtood. The Scrip- 
rures are given for that end, and they 
reveal what the glimmerings of the 
Light of Nature did but confuſedly re- 
preſent. God hath in them alread 


revealed whatſoever,in this World, ſhall 


be made known relating to the obedi- 
ence owing to him, or to the ſeveral 
Articles of Faith neceſſary to be te- 
ceived, 


Farther diſcoveries of Sacred Truths 
[aid down in che Scripture may be made, 
but no other Writings of Inſpired Men 
are hereafter to be expected ; For what 
is contained in the Old and New Te- 
ft-ent is ſufficient to guide the Church 
until the n2Ppy period when the 
Son of God ſhall come ro Judge 
the World, commence After which 
no occaſion will be found for ſuch 
helps as Writings, or Preaching. 
Since as to Wicked Men the Day of 
(ce will be finiſhed :* As to the Righ- 
te +Þ- will be perfect, and ſee and 
underiiand dungs 10 as to render theſe 

V/citings 


Chap. III. the Hoh Scriptures. 101 


Writings unneceſſary, They ſhall be 
arrived at compleat Bleſſedneſs. This 
Book, the Bible is of uſe only to in- 
ſtruct them in the way thither. 


would not be miſapprehended in 
what Ide gn, which is that tho” greater 
Light may be afforded to ſundry paſſa- 
ges of Scripture than what is enjoyed at 
prelent, yet that no New Articles of 
Faith, nor any other Method of Salva- 
tion, beſides hit che Bible does alrea- 
dy contain, ſhali be revealed. 

Several Apes have been remarkable 
for their improving particular Scien es, 
ig the Circle of Humane Learning, 
Nor has it been Jets obſervable, by 
v. nat de5r2<5 the Truths of the Hea- 
v-uly Doctrine have been ditcovered. 
The grrat Truths of Salvation were 
made known aſſoon as the Covenant of 
Grace was revealed ro Adam. Gen. 3. 
Other Deine Revela:ions have been 
commenrcarics on that Gracious Promiſe, 
wherein the Mi ery of our Salvacton, 
the Whyol- of the Pleiings which God 
h1th purrvied, and Telus Chriſt procu- 
red is contained. (d mat. rhe Firit 
matter of the Viſible \Worid in a e- 

F 3 ment. 
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ment, but took up the time of Six ki 
Days in regulating, and diſpoſing the b 
ſeveral parts of it, to the belt advan- I 
tage. t 
tl 
To allude to the work of Creation: tl 
AJ Divine Truth relating to Eternal b 
Feticity was at firſt revealed at the pro- c. 
mulgation of the Everlaſting Covenant; U 
yet it is poſſible that Six Thouſand Years C 
maſt roll away before this Revelation e 
de fully underſtood, fince the great fl 
Myſtery of God will then be accom- 8 
pliſhed. J 
The New Teſtament does not teach e 
another way to Heaven than what the 8 
Prophets of Old diicovercd, or in t. 
other Words than what was darkly t. 
made known to the Church of 1/rael. n 
The Apoſtle Paul was not ſaved in a * 
way different from what the Prophet n 
Elijah did regard, nor he by any other 
Saviour than him who redev:ned Aoſes, ; 
and both theſe great Men paid their d 
Homage (Luke 9.) to Feſu; of Natza- d 
reth, whoſe Name the Apo':le Paul de- d 
lights co mention in his Epics, and 
the Redemption which he procured R 


. ddat celebrated Preacher n.ade known 
- to 


N 
\ 
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to the Gentiles. Moſes may rationally 
be ſuppoled more clearly to under ſtaud 
Divine Things than Abraham, and that 
the Father of the Faithful knew more 
than Noah, and with all we may grant 
that what was abſolutely neceſſary to 
be underitood, was revealed to the An- 
cient Patriarchs, as well, tho not ſo ful- 
ly, as to the wakeful Shepherd who 
conducted 1/rael out of Ecypr, How- 
ever Elijah might know things more 
fully than all before him, and 1/aiah more 


clearly than that zealous Prophet, and 


John Baytiſt might more diſtinctly ap- 
prehend the My terirs of the Kingdom 
of Heaven, than all who lived in fore- 
going Ages; yet it was in the ſame way 
to Bleſſedneſs which they walked as was 
taken by them who, after Chriſt's time, 


made known, more clearly, to the 


World che Doctrine of Life, and Im- 


mortality. 


And God hath noi fo fniſhed the 


diicoveries of his Mind that no more 


divinely Inſpired Wrirings ſhall be ad- 

ded to what we do at pretent poſſets. 
Should any come with pretences of 
Revelation, they mui at lealt do Two 
F 4 Things, 
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Things, the one is, work Miracles that 
ſhall carry a full convictiog along with 
then of Divine Authority, the other 
is, What they reveal in their Writings, 
vhichthey would have received as Scrip- 
tere mul be exactly agreeable to what 
the Word of God already written doth 
contain. For ſince the Fly Scripture, 
or in other Words the Chrift ian Relig. on, 
is proved to be of Divine Original, that 
man neceſſarily be falſe which doth 
coniradict it, and the Miracles (if there 
ſhould be any accompanying the New 
Revelarion) would be none other than 
1.ying-Wenders. Now for any to aſſert 
their Writings ro be by Inſpiration, 
and as luch to be received by the Church 
ef God, is the way to bring themſelves 
w.thin che Verge of ihe Curie which 
blots their Names out of the Regiſter 
of che Favourites of Heaven, (Rev. 22:) 
ſince it is thus threatned againſt thote 
who make Additions to the lively Oya- 
cles, Neverthel-{s more full diſcoveries 


of Divine Trochs, eipecially of the 


Prophe:ical part of the Bible may here- 
alter be expected. 


Some 
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Some Events of Providence will car- 
ry greater conviction with thein than 
the cleareſt Arguments drawn from 
Topicks that affect not the ſenſes. Some 
of the laſt Centuries have found out a 
valt part of the Earth that was concral- 
ed from the knowledge of Eurerears, 
for at leait as many Ages as pait bu- 
tween AUGUSTUS CAHESA P, 
and CHRISTOPHER. CO.. 
LUMBUS. Pollibly the latter days 
(from whence we ſeein to be at no con- 
ſiderable diſtance) will find out the 
Golden Mines, for inriching the Church 
of God, which have been covered from 
the Apoſtolical, to the times preſent. 
But not to digreſs too far in this ſpecu- 
lation. This Luminous Volume doth, ir 
plain Terms, diſcover whatever is re- 
quiſite for the Inſtruction, and conſo- 
lation of all who t ndeavour after Eter- 
nal Life, in tuch a manner as that they 
need not be at a loſs what to belisve, 
or how to regulate their Conduct. | 


The pretences of obſcurity, in ſome 
po ſages of the Bible, is not to be ad- 
mitted as an Argument for Traditions 
to be received with a like Pious temper 

F 5 WS 
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with the Holy Scriptures. Granting that 
the reading of Humane Writers, (as 
contradiſtinguiſhed to Divine) be uſeful 
for underſtanding ſome Paragraphs of 
Scripture, and Aris, and Sciences for 
explaining others; Hiſtories written 
by uninſpired Men are uſeful for ex- 
plaining the prophetical part of Daniel, 
and of the Revelations, the Mathema- 
ticks are of advantage for vindicating 
the reaſonableneſs of the Moſaic Ac- 
count of the Floud, yet it doth not fol- 
low that the Old Teſtament wanted the 
Inſiprd Traditions of the Jewiſh Cabbala, 
nor the New Teſtament the Traditions 
of that Faction whoſe Errors are a 
mixture of Judaiſm with Paganiſh Fol- 
lies, 


& 3. The perception of the neceſſity 
of Divine Revelation, and of the com- 
pleatneſs of the Word of God are Acts 
of Reaſon, which ſuppoſe a disquiſition 
made concerning both. God hath be- 
ſtowed underſtanding on us for this end, 
that we might diſcover the things which 
are proper for rational Creatures to 
entertain themfelves withal. Some in- 
deed never coucern themſelves about 


the 
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the Religion which: they profeſs, whe- 


ther it be right, or wrong, true, or falſe; 


which is an unworthy contempt caſt up- 
on the Oracles of God, 


It is almoſt as bad to have no Religi- 
on at all (which is a fearful piece of ſtu- 
pidity) as to take up with it upon 
Grounds that are unbecoming. Chri- 
ſtianity as it's delivered in the Scripture 
will bear the Teſt of the ſtricteſt Reaſon: 
A good Account may be on of each 
Article, or at leaſt a ſubſtantial reaton. 
may be offered why it is above our 
conceptions. A middle way between 
the two extreams of Idolizing Humane 
Reaſon, and of caſting off all. uſe of it, 
in Divine matters is to be taken. They 
who make it their Buſineſs ro enquirs 
into them, and have the aſſiſtance of ſuch. 
helps as God hath vouchſafed, do diſco- 
ver that many paſſages which were ob- 
jections and difficulties when they firſt 
applyed themſelves to the Study of Di- 
vine Truths, were ſo, only, through their 
ignorance of the Cuſtoms, and Phraſes 
of thoſe Places where, and Times when, 

the ſeveral parts of the Bible were com- 
poſed. To reject the exerciſe of Rea- 


fon. 
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ſon is to act wich a ſtupidity unbecom- 
ing them who are cauſes by counſel. 
For the proof of many Principles of 
Religion may be made out by the Ideas 
which are in the Minds of Men who 
have little elle: but their own under- 
nlending to guide them. The exiſtence 
of a Deity, and the reality of Pro- 
vidence may be evinced from the belief 


of both, which the unenlightned part 


of Mankind have imbraced. 


Allowing then the uſe of reaſon, it 
does not follow that we ſhould believe 
nothing but what Reaſon of it ſelf doth 
ſuggeſt. In things relating to the natu- 
ral World we ſhall find that Men be- 
lie ve ſeveral Truths of which they can 
give but an imperfect Account. | 

Philotophers have raiſed Hypotheſes, 
and drawn fine Schemes of the Works 
of. Nature, rendering a probable Ac- 
count of the appearances of things, 
which if broaght to a Tryal, notwith- 
ſtancing one part of their Schemes agree 
with che other, yet they would be 
found different from the Truth. This 
I thiu.k is plain to ſuch as have taken 
the paius-to compare the Syſtems of 
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Ancient, with the principles of Mo- 
dern Writers. It diſcourages a Man 
from ſpending any great part of a ſhorr 
Life, in furniſhing his Mind with noti- 
ons that have been formed of things, 
which the different Sects of Learned 
Men have publiſhed, conſidering that 
poſſibly, the experiments of the next 
Age may find as many falſe cos. cluſions 
in the Philoſophy of the preſent Vertu- 
ofi, as they have, in Maxims of the 
Ancients. 


If in matters wherein the Reaſon of 
Men is allowed to have its greateſt Do- 
minion, there be ſuch uncertainties, 
and diſſatisfactory Remarks, and yet a 
belief is accounted rational, much more 
may it be in Divine Things about 
which, until Revelation arrives to t1e 
ante a Man is void of any apprehen- 

5. 


It would look oddly if a Man ſnould 
deny the exiitence of the Sun, or the 
influence which it 32th in the warmer 
part of the Lear, a I yet it is no re- 
proach to be ignorant of the Nature 
of. the Sun, or of that heat which it 


Com- 
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municates, however it be ſome ſort of ! thi 
Ornament to know what other Mens as 
ſpeculations have been, which, when cil 
brought to a Tryal will be found the 1 
product of precarious Principles. 4 


Nor is it leſs unreaſonable to doubt 
of, or refuſe an afſent to the Truth of 00 


thoſe propoſitions of Scripture which th 
the Mind of Man does not find to be Vi 
among the Ideas which Senſation, or = 
Reflection hath furniſhed him with. For 5 
though they be not ſelf-evident z. e. - 2 
ſuch as upon the Firſt offer of them to ti 


a conſidering Mind will produce an aſ- 
ſent, yet the means by which they are 
to be proved are ſuch as that a Man, 2 
who hath not loſt his Underſtanding, i 
or 1s not under a particular Bials, c 
_ without fear of being guilty of 
a fond. Credulicy, aſſent ro their | 
credibility. To inſtance, that awful 
Doctrine of a Trinity of Perſons in the ( 
Godhead is afferted in the Scripture. | 
Now Reaſon doth not apprehend this | 
as a ſelf-evident propoſition that the 

one, only, living and true God doth 

ſublſt in Three Perſons. Never- | 


the- 
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theleſs that propoſition is as true 
as this propoſition (which invin- 
cible Arguments from the aſpectable 
World do demonſtrate) there is a God. 
The Evidence of gthe Truth of the 


Doctrine of the Trinity ariſes from the 


aſſertion contained in the Scripture 
[particularly from] 1 John 5. 7. For 
there are three that bear record in Hea- 
ven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, and theſe three are one. Reaſon 
ſhews there is a God, and ſince God is 
a God of Truth, whatever he afferts 


to be true is ſuch. 


The Scripture is the Word of God, 
and that propoſition now mentioned 
is Scripture, and therefore unpreju- 
diced Reaſon doth receive it as true. 
And ſince, by as good evidence as can 
be deſired, the Scriptures are capable of 
being demonſtrated to be of Divine 
Original, it is no defect of Reaſon to 
believe it, tho we do no more com- 
prehend it than we do the nature of 
the Sun, or the warmth which it diffuſes 
among the Inhabitants of this Earth. 
Nor doth this deſtroy Reaſon or make 
Men guide themſelves by a Faith of 8... 
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Will and not of the Underſtanding, for 
it contains no contradiction to any re- 
ular Idea in the Mind produced by Sen- 
ation, or formed by Reflection. Rea- 


ſon tells us that Two and Two make, 
Four, and that things equal to the ſame 


third are equal among themlclves : 
And that One is not Three, nor three 
one in the ſame reſpect; yet it doth: 
allow that a Being may be one conſi- 
dered in it ſelf, and yet Three conſi- 
dered in another reſpect; 

Dr. Wallis A Cube may be conſider- 
1 Big, ed in it telf as one Body, 
conſider it with reſpect to 

its dimenſions it is Long, Broad, and 


Deep. And yet that Man would de- 


ſerve to be baniſheq4 to Anticyra, who 
ſhould fay that One Cube, is Three 
Cubes, who nevertheleſs would ſpeak 
properly enough if he ſhould fay that 
the lane Ce, which in it ſelf is One, 
is Lon, Bren, and Deep in reſpect of 
its dim · nſio s. Our Reafon ſhe's the 
Unity + the Godhead, God's Word 


decla” - ename Truth Our Reaſon 
dot?! * .hs: chis One God doth 
{ful '- * Per'ns, but the Word 
. I thereupon tho? 


Reauſon 
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or Reaſon does plainly evince that it is a 
e contradiction to aſſert the exiſtence of 
N- Three Gods, and but One God, yet 
a- Reaſon, guided by unerring Scripture, 
ke, doth ſay Three Perſons ſubſiſt in the 
ne Godhead, and that the Godhead is but 
8 One. And the Account that is to be 
ee given why no more nor fewer than 
th Three Perſons are in the Godhead is 
i becauſe Writings of Divine Original 
fi- do aſſert, and thus reveal the Truth 
ct. now conſidered. 

er- 

ly, S. 4. The Errors that have crept into 
to the Chriſtian Church, concerning this 
nd fundamental Article of Faith, the Do- 
le- ctrine of the Holy Trinity, are not the 
ho only Evils which have flowed from a 
ee miſunderſtanding of the Scrip:ures. 
ak For in Matters of leſs conſequence Men 
at have filled their Minds with extravagant 
1e, Notions, from a miſapprehenhon of the 
of Words of the Sacred Text: Some- 
he times taking thoſe paſſages in a ſtrict 
rd ſenſe which are fgurative,and ſuppoſing 
on that ſome Words ſtood for the ſame 
th Ade many Hundred Years ſince, which 
rd they ferve to expreſs in our Age, 
19? have run into an ablurd way of talking, 


on Iidiculoys 
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ridiculous to all who are not blown up 


with a Spirit of giddineſs, 


The Hebrews in ſpeaking to a parti- 
cular Perſon would utter themſelves in 
ſuch Words as our Tranflators have, 
(tho? ſuirable to the Century in which 
they lived) ſo rendred as would now 
be very improper. Nor will any, who 
are not ſtupidly, or conceicedly igno- 
rant, think they were under loch In- 
{piration, in their verſion, as to make 
it criminal in us to ſpeak the common 
Language of our Times initead of ob- 
folere Terms which the foregoing Ages 
thought ſufficiently elegant, ſince the 
Words we now ule are of as good ſig- 
nificancy, and do as well ferve to in- 
form us what Thoughts they ſtand for, 
as thole, which were in vogue au Hun- 
dred Years fince, did our Predeceſſors. 

The Eaſtern Nations had very bold 
Metaphors in their Language, which 
would appear uncouth ſhould any Man, 
out of a pretence that he would uſe no 
other Phraſes than what are found in 
the Scriptures, addict himſelf to; for 
other expreſſions appear more agreeable 
in converſation thau thole in which our 


Tray- 


— — 


mm 2 60 2 8 re 2 


— 


III. 


— 


n up 


artt- 
es in 
have, 
'hich 
now 
who 
gno- 
In- 
nake 
mon 
ob- 
Ages 
the 
ſig- 
in- 
for, 
lun— 
ſors. 
old 
hich 
lan, 
no 
| in 
for 
ible 
our 
au- 


Chap. III. he Holy Scriptures. vis 


Tranſlation hath given the ſenſe of the 
Hebrew Words. 


One inſtance inſtead of a Multitude 
may be produced; Jacob, at a congreis 
with his Brother E/ax, intreats his ac- 
ceptance of a preſent, and urges it on 
him after a refuſal (Ger. 33. 10.) in 
theſe Words, Nay I pray thee, if now 
I have found Grace in thy fight, then 
receive my preſent at my Hand : For 
therefore have I ſeen thy Face, as tho” I 
had ſeen the Face of God; and thou waſt 
pleaſed with me, 


Should a Man paſs ſuch a comple- 
ment on another in this Age, and part 
of the World, it would be received with 
diſtaſt, which yet was as proper for that 


Age, when thoſe Two Pertons lived, 


as the moſt polite expreſſions with 
which our Times do abound. This 
obſervation will abate the prejudice 
which poſſeſſes tome Men when they 
read the ſacred Volumes. 


Allow but for the difference of Place, 
and the Language of Scripture will ap- 
pear as pertinent as the molt polite 

harraugues 
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Harrangues of Cicero, or the exact 
Narrations of Livy. 


Add to this the allowance that is to 
be made for Preverbia! Speeches, which 
we do not, at this diſtance of time, 
know on what occaſion were ſpoken, 
and how they paſſed into common ſay- 
ings ; and as much may be taid in de- 
fence of the darkeſt hos in the Bible, 
of that nature, as for many of the 
Wiſe ſayings in Plutarch, which do not 
well reliſh in this Age, becauſe we do 
not penetrate into the latereſt of thoſe 
by whom they were uttered, The 
Scriptures in ſome parts are not ſo in- 
telligible as latter Writings, through 
a want of oblerving what Sentences 
are Parentheſes, and what are ſpoken 
in the general, as the Argument of the 
enſuing diſcourſe, As to the latter it 
ſeems rational that the 32. Chapter of 
Fob or at leaſt ſome part of it ſhould be 
looked on as the Contents of Flih:'s 
diſcourle, which is recorded in the fol- 
lowing Chaprers So judging we evade 
the charge of a needlets Tautology, u hich : 
hicu who read the Scripture, ouly out 


of 


Ok. 
—_— J 


the Presbyter , 
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of ſpite, may take occaſion, thence, 
to calumniate it wichall. 


As to Parentheſes, they are many, 
and fome of them very large. The 
whole 3 d. Chapter of the Epiſtle to the 
Epheſians is of that fort. After the 
firit Verſe the Apoſtle turns his diſ- 
courſe to quite another Subject, and 
reſumes it not again until the 1ſt. Verſe 
of the 4th Chapter. Which | 
poſſibly he who firſt divi- * Apr Yo. 
ded the New Teſtament Ek 
into ( hapters did not ſo 
well oblerve as the moment of the Caſe 
required : A Work that was which the 
Learned are not yet agreed to whom it 
may be with Truth aſcribed. Hug h 
Alexander Al » 2 
and Albertus Magnus lay 2 
claim to it, but which de- 91 3 
ſerves the Honour is uncer- an. 72 2 
tain. However it is evi- a 


dent, they u ere not inſpired who per- 
formed it, ſince an unneceſſary ſepa- 
ration between the beginning 
ending of Aa 
is to be 


and 
continued diſcourſe 
found in fundry pla- 
ces 
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ces, the former being pla- 8ʃ 
Das. 11. 1 a 8 
ſhoxld be the ced in one Chapter, and 
lat ofch. 10. the latter in another,where- | 
; as, of right, both ſhould 
have been contained in the ſame Secti- | 
on. And the like is to be obſerved in 
the diviſions which that Learned Man 
Robert Stephens made of the 


Leuſen. Chapters of the New Te- . 
ap ſtament into Verſes. Some- _ 
8.5. times that which might 0 

| have been dividedinto Two f 
or more Verſes is put into One, and 15 
what belongs to the foregoing is ad-. a 
joyned to that with which it has no i 
conſiderable affinity. This Work was © 
performed, in great part, by Stephens, a 
when on a Journey, and for that reaſon a 
the matter is excuſable. The great ; 
advantage that hath reſulted from it | 


doth ſhew that a Man ſhould never de- 
fiſt from purſuing a wiſe deſign which 
is above vulgar reach, becauſe ſhallow 
Perſons may deride it, as they did this 
happy invention of ther incomparable 
Grecian, 


& 5. I believe it may be not unaccep- 
table to the Reader if ſome Account 
81e 


ll. AM. How 
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given concerning the Penmen of the ſe- 
veral Books of the Bible. The me- 
thod I ſhall obſerve, in making remarks 
on them, ſhall be the ſame that is in our 
Engliſh Bible in ranking their Books, 
which, though different from the He- 
brew in the Old Teſtament, may, be- 
cauſe of Cuſtom, belt be oblerved. 

Moſes, who wrote the firit five 
Books of Geneſis, Exodus, Leviticus, 
Numbers, Deuteronomy, was a Man of 
ſlow Speech, great Courage, incompa- 
rable Meeknets, and rare Learning. 

The Jews ſay that he, and J/aiab un- 
derſtood what they wrote. He was 
the great Law-giver of the Jjraclires, 
an Illuſtrious Type of Chriſt as Medi- 
ator. 

Joſhua, ſome ſuppoſe the Book bear- 
ing, his Name was reduced into Method, 
our of the Publick Records, by the 
Prophet Samuel, and the like is thought 
concerning the Books of Judges and Ruth. 
A Learned Man gives this remark upon 
the change of Joſhuz's Name „ o. on 
from Oſbea by Moſes when Cc. p. 70. 
he had been imployed to 
view the Land of Canaan. It cannot 
(lays he) de thought to give any — 

than 


120 Obſervations on Chap III. 


than a preſent deſignation of his Perſon 
to be a Saviour of the People, and a 
future certainty of Salvation included 
in his Name unto the Iſraelites by his 
means. 


It is conjectured that Joſhua wrote 
the laſt Chapter of the Book of 
Deuteronomy, tho' with more probabi- 
lity it's referred to Ezra, after the re- 
rurn from the Babylonian Captivity. 


The Books of Samuel are ſuppoſed 
to have been written, partly by the 
Prophet whoſe Name they bear, and 
partly by Nathan and Gad, two In- 
ſpired Men, who lived in the Reign of 
David. As to the Books of Kings, 
poſſibly, they are in the right who think 
that the Prophet Jeremy compiled them, 
collecting them from the Writings of 
Jado, Shemajab, and other Holy Men 
who wrote the Hiſtory of the time that, 
when they lived, was current. 


The Two Books of Chronicles, which 
the Jews place laſt in their Bibles, ſeem 
to have been written by Ezra who allo 

wreocte 
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wrote that Book which hath his Name 

refixed to it in our. Bibles. A Man 
|# was that deſerved highly of the Few- 
tſh Church, concerning whom they have a 
laying, that had not the Law been given 
by Moſes, Ezra had been worthy to have 
received it, His Zeal for God's Glory, 
his publick Spiritedneſs do recommend 
his Memory to the admiration of all 
Ages to the End of the World. He 
was a Man whom God highly honour- 
ed, and ſuch was his reputation at 
Court that, he obtained remarkable Fa- 
vours for his unhappy Nation, and 
with Renown he filled the chief Sear 
of the Sanhedrim which conſiſted of Se- 
venty, or Seventy-Two Men (after the 
example of the Seventy Elders in the 
time of Afoſes) who were Perſons of 
Skil} in the Jewiſh Law, and in whom 
Juſtice, and Piery were expected to 
ſhine in an extraordinary manner. With 
him was joyned Nehemiah, who ruled 
the civil State of the Jews, with a cou- 
rage, and fidelity parallel ro what was 
oblerved in Ezra in the conduct of Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Affairs. A memorable Fa- 
vour was this which God beſtowed on 
the Je we, upon their return out of Ba- 
CG by lox 


* 
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bylon, like to what he vouchſafed to 
their Predeceſſors, who by Moſes and 
Aaron were conducted out of Egypt. 


The Book of Fſther ſeems to have 
been written by Mordecai ; the name of 
God is not once to be found in this Boo 
and for that reaſon (Tradition ſays) 

the Jews throw it on the 
Lei hs B. Ground, before they read 
D. p. 44 it, but however that be, it 

contains as remarkable an 
Hiſtory as any the whole World af- 
fords. 


A Feweſs advanced to the Queendom 
of Perſia, a deep Plot for the deſtruc- 
tion of the Church of God continued, 
and carryed on by Haman (who for 
that reaſon is counted a Type of the 
Devil) but wonderfully detected, and 
defeated by the compaſſion of God, 
with an Hiſtory of the” ſurprizing ad- 
vancement of a Man deſigned for an 
ignominious death, is the ſubject of this 
Book, and it is ſo wonderful that the 
Jews ſay that in the days of the Meſſiab 
all the Book of the Prophets, and Hagi- 
egraphy thall be aboliſhed, _ Bae 


| 
| 


| 


in the Wilderneſs, as hath 
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Book of Eſther, which ſhall remain, as 
alſo the Five Books of Moſes. 


Next to this in our Engliſh Bible the 
Book of Job follows. It is wich indig- 
nation (I confeſs) that I read ſome paſ- 
ſages which intimate that Job's Book is 
Parabolical, and that never any ſuch 
Man was living. The Prophet Ezek:el 
mentions his Name, and fo does the 
Epiſtle of James, as of a Perſon Emi- 
nent for Piety, and Patience, who ex- 
228 the compaſſion of God in 

is reſtoration to Felicity, ſo as to be a 
Monument of Divine Favour, to all ſuc- 
ceeding Ages, 

Moſes is judged to have 
written this Hiſtory for the 
conſolation of the Church 


Raleigh 


Hiſt. part. 
1. B. 2. 
ch. 3. 


been obſerved, Page 75. C. 4- 


The Book of P/alms was compoſed 
by David, Heman, Aſaph, and one of 
thoſe Divine Hymns by Moſes, Pſalm 
90. a Compendium it is of both Teſta- 
ments, and ſeems to have been in that 


order, wherein we find it, before our 


Saviour's time: The ſecond Eſalm be- 


84 ing 
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ing quoted by the Apoſtle of the Gen- 


tiles, in a Sermon at Antioch, Acls 13. n 
33. Whereas the other Quotations in v 
the New Teitament do mention only ri 
the Book in general, out of which they A 
were taken, wichcuc the Chapter, or 
.Verſe, and ſometimes without naming 
the Book it {elf : This Book is the prin- te 
cipal of thoſe which the Jewiſh Church te 
called the Hagiography. O 
They diſtributed their Bible into 4 
Three Parts, the Law, the Prophets, and th 
the Hagiography, to which our Lord Cc 
alludes in that paſſage Luke 24. 44. un- bi 


der theſe Three Generals they com- 
prehend all the Writings which we 


have from Geneſis to Malachi. Some Ca 
. Pſalms are ſtiled Penit ential, as Pſalm B. 
2 Sixth, Thirty-Second, Thirty-Eighth, pe 

. Fifty-Fixſt, Hundred and Second, Hun- th 
8 dred and Thirtieth, Hundred and Forty nc 
4 Third. in 


The Book of Proverbs was written th 
| .by Solomon, for the greateſt part, who ge 
| alſo compiled Eccleſiaſtes ;, they remain | 

A Monument of his Repentance. 0 


Abe 
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The Canticles bear his Name, a Book 
milterious, aud not to be viewed by a 
vain Mind, forbidden by the Fews to be 
read by any that are not advanced to the 


Ape of Thirty. 


Iſciuh wrote in a moſt ſofty Style, ut- 
tering himſeif with a Grandeur fuitable 
to the Nobility of his Birth. He was 
of the Rcyal Family, to whom the- 
Tews pay this reſpect : They tay Moſes 
and '1/2iah alone underſtood the Things 
they foretold. He died tragically by the - 
command of Manaſſeb as hath before 
been obſerved. 


Jeremiah, who lived when Ruine 
came on the Jews by the ; 
Babylonian Army, and eſca- 3 
ped Death ar the taking of 3. 5. Ky 
the City Jeruſalem, could 
not avoid being (toned to Death at Zoar * 
in Egypt. Beſides the Propheſie that 
hath his Name prefixed, he wrote : 
the Book of the Lamentations upon the 
delolation of Jeruſalem, in a ſtile not 
to be paralleled by any Author whoſe . 
Tragedies are now extant, 


(33 Exeliei 
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Ezekiel, a prophet of extraordinary 
Note, an excellent Orator, whom the 
Fews forbid their Young Men to read 


becauſe of the Mylleriouſneſs found in 


his Writings, was ſlain by a Leader of 
his own Nation whom he reproved for 
Idolatry. He is often called Son of Man, 
to mind him that he was of the Humane 
Race notwithſianding his Angelical Re- 
velations. 

Daniel was a Man highly favoured 
of God, whom he daily worſhipped ; 
advanced to the Higheſt Dignities un- 
der Nebuchadnezzar, and Darius; whoſe 
Propheſies, concerning the time of the 
Meſſiah's appearance, do give as clear 
proof for the Truth of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion as any paſſages of the Old Teſta- 
ment; And whole Viſions concerning 
the Four Monarchies do render the Am- 
bitious Deſigns, and Expectations of 
ſuch as aſpire after a Fifth Earthly univer- 
ſal Empire like the hope of the Hy- 


ite- 
125 The Reaſons given why 


— 3 Heb Daniel and Ezra wrote 
— el. partly in the Chaldaic Lan- 


Dif. 8. uage, beſides what have 
of Chap: 1) been offered, are 
becauſe 


| 
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becauſe they loved, and becauſe their 
Books treat of things done in Chaldea, 
and of the Emperors of Babylon, with 
the extinction of whom the Aſſyrian, 
which was the firſt univerſal Monarchy, 
came to irs determined period. 

After this Book the Writings of the 
Twelve leſſer Prophets do ſucceed; 
who are 10 tiled, not becauſe they 
were of leſſer Authority than 1/aiav, 
Jeremiah, Exeliel, the three greater 
Prophets, but becauſe their Propheſies 
are leſs in quantity. They were all uſed 
to be bound in one Volume, and for 
that reaſon were accounted but one 
Book. Their Names follow. Hoſea 
is thought to have lived in the fame 
Age with Jſaiah. 


Joel lived in the time of Ahab King 
of Iſrael. 

Amos lived in the time of 
Jeroboam, and after a bold reproving 
his Idolatry, ſuffered a Tragical Death : 
He was an Herdsman, and in an ex- 


traordinary manner excited to reclaim 
the Idolatrous Iſraelites, which he not 
— left them without ex- 
cuſe. 


8 4 Obadiah 


— — 
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Obadiah wrote a Propheſie principally 
againſt the Fdemites: Some judge he 
was a Proſelyte of the Poſterity of 
Eſan, others take him to have been 
the ſame whole Piety towards God, and 
care of the Prophets are celebrated in 
the Book of Kings: Probably both 
may be true of the ſame Perſon. 


Jonah was a memorable Type of 
Chriſt, in his being Three Days, buri- 
ed in the Belly of the Whale, yet 
Certainly was the moſt unlike to Jeſus 
Chriſt, in his Temper, of any Man 
who is in the Bible recorded to have 
a Principle of Holyneſs. The Rebbins 
lay of him that he was the Son of the 
Widow of Zarephath whom Elijah rai- 
ſed from the Dead. The place where 
he was buried (according to Tradition) 


Fravellers report to be 
* Tater. 2 


Pirfan Bar. dear Nineveh; the Ruins 


B. 2. ch. 3. Of that great City remain 
to this time, as an exact 
* Obſerver doth relate. 


Micah is accounted the ſixth of the 
lefſer Prophets, of the ſame time with 


Haiah, he is memorable for prophelying 


LEE one at. a 2. 
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of the Town where the Meſſiah ſhould 
be born, as well as for his own being 
thrown down a precipice,and flain in the 
year, from the creation of the World, 
Three Thouſand Two Hundred and 
Fourty. 


Nahum is thought to have ſucceeded 
Jonah in his prophelying againit Nine- 


veh. 


Habakkuk is recorded the Eighth of 


the leſſer Prophets, and lived (according 


ro conjecture) about the time of the 
Babylonian Captivity. 


Zephaniah lived in the ſame Age with 
Jeremy, and his Propheſies contain cer- 
rain threatnings againſt the Jews, and 
other adjoyning Nations, and concludes 
with a gracious Promiſe of reſtoration 
to them who were Heirs of the Co- 


- venanr, 


Haggai, by his Propheſies, incouraged 
the rebuilding the Temple, and is re- 
ported to have dyed Fifty Years after 
the return from Babylon. | 


Zechariah 
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Zecheriab, with a Divine Zeal, joyned 
with Haggat in exciting the Jews to re- 
edifie their Temple, notwithſtanding 
the diſcouragements caſt before them, 
by their Enemies. 


Theſe Two Prophets were Types 
of the Two Witneſſes in the Revelati- 
ons. When God brought /fraet out of 
Egypt, Moſes and Aaron were his Meſ- 
fengers.When he intendeda reformation, 
Elijah and 7 * were inſpired. When 
he deſigned the reeſtabliſhment of Re- 
ligion, Haggai and Zechariah were ap- 

inted, by their Propheſies, to further 
it, whilſ. ET and Nehemiah in Church, 
and State ſought the welfare of the Few- 
zh Nation. | 


Malachi is the Twelfth of theſe Holy 
. Men; with him the Spirit of Propheſie 
ceaſed until the Age when Jeſus of Na- 
zareth the great Prophet, of whom all 


che foregoing were Types, came into 
the World. 


Theſe were the Men whom the God 
of Heaven choſe to illuminate his 
Church,in the way to I 

cir 
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Their Names have ſurvived the wracks 
of Time, and the devourings of Age, 
which have conſumed the oace glorious 
Monuments of the Princes of this World. 

Theſe were the Holy Men who fore- 
told the coming of the Meſſiab, who being 
the head of the Church ſubſtituted his 
Apoſtles to ſucceed the Ancient Pro- 
phers. The Writings of the Apoſtles, 
and their Companions the Evangeliſts, 
are nextly to be conſidered. The New 
Teſtament hath been preſerved by the 
care of Divine Providence. 


Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtory reports, that 
the Evangeliſt John (who wrote the 
Goſpel, the Three Epiſtles, and the Book 


of Revelations) did, at the requelt of 


the Aſiatic Churches, give his atteſtati- 
on to all the Books of the New Teſta- 
ment. He was qualified for his ſo do- 
ing by the Inſpirations with which he 
was bleſſed, and by the length of his 
Life, which was ſo far extended as that 
he {ſurvived all the Apoſtles. Some 
pegs Goſpels came abroad, whoſe 

ames are left ro Poſterity, and others, 


whole Authors are not known, are 
ſunk 
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ſunk into the common Ru- 


{cen ines of Time. Cat 
Gr&c. Di. | 8. 
4. part 1. It was pretended that At 


James wrote & Goſpel con- Wa 
taining the Life of the Virgin Mary, ſis. 
to the coming of the Eaſtern Wife Men 
to congratulate the birth of Jeſus, But 
the doubtful Stories in that Book have the 


vanquiſht it's Authority. 7 
thi 

The Hebionites alſo had a Goſpel, 31 
thought to have been a corrupt Tran- th: 
ſlation of Matthew's Golpel into He- fo 
brew. O. 
1 


Another paſſed under the Name of 
the Goſpel of the Nazareens, who to- 
gether with the Goſpel of Chriſt, mix- ſt 
ed the oblervation of the Maſaical Ce- Oo 
remonies. 8 


One Fatian, the Leader of the Ex- 0 
crastitic Sect, had the folly to compile o 
a Goſpel: Ancient Writers ſay, he left be 
out whatever might prove Jeſus to have ä 
been of the Line of David. ſe 


Some '01 


Evangelical Doctrine, 
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Some fincy. Paul wrote a Goſpel be- 


.caule of what is mentioned 2 Tim. 2. 
8. According to my Goſpel, in which the 


Apoſtle referrs to Luke's Goſpel, who 
was his Companion, and Amanuen- 


ſts, 


Notwithfanding theſe Artifices of 
the Devil to obſcure the Golpel, and 


.to render ſuſpicious the Authoricy of 


the New Tettament, yer the God of 
Truth hath fo far favoured his Church, 
that we have uncontrollable evidence 
for the Purity, Integrity, and Divine 
Original of the ſeveral Books, and Epi- 


. ſtles of this part of our Bible. 


The Evangeliſt Matthew was an Apo- 
ſtle, whom Jeſus Chriſt called to that 


Office Mar. 9. 9. I ſtile him an Evan- 
— becauſe he wrote one of the Four 


oſpels Mentioning the Apoſfolical 


Office I think it not improper to inſert 
ſomething concerning it, hoping it will 
be acceptable to the inquiſitive Reader. 


An Apaſtle was a Man, who having 
ſeen Jeſus Chriſt, and embracing the 
was commiſſi- 
oned by our Lord to preach the 825 

pe 
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bel, and to ſettle Churches every where, 
an immediate call, having a Power 
of working Miracles, for the confirma- 
tion of thac Doctrine in the delivering 
of which, he himſelf was under the 
influence of Inſpiration. This is a de- 
ſcription of an Apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Miniſters of the Goſpel do ſucceed them 
| in the preaching the Word Cc. yet the 
Apoſtolical Office was deſigned for the 
firit laying the Foundation of the Chri- 
ſtian Church, and the Apoſtles were to 
be Witneſſes of Chriſt's Reſurrection, 
and Aſcenſion into Heaven. The cea- 
ſing of the Divine Inſpiration, and the 
power of working Miracles ſhews that 
none do ſucceed in that Office. Evan- 
geliſts were not their Succeſſors, nor 
Paſtors of Churches, (or Biſnops they 
being the ſame) ſince they were con- 
temporary, with the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves, whoſe Office was extraordinary, 
and ceaſed at their death, 

Matthew wrote his Goſpel, about 
Nine Years after Chriſt's Aſcenſion. He 
preached in Erhiopia, ard by him Way 
was made for the Evangelical Doctrine ,*} 
to reach the Indies. Eccleſiaſt ical Hiſtory | 


reports that he was ſtoned to Death. 
The 
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The Picture-Drawers of the Primi- 
tive Heroes, with the Eftigics of this 
Apoſtle adjoin the relemblance of a 
Man, becauſe ſay tome, Matthew de- 
{cribes the Humane Nature of Chrilt 
in the beginniug of his Goſpel. The 


original of che fancy was from ſome of 


the Ancient Fathers (Men who lived af- 
ter the Apoſtolical Times) who applyed 
what is ſpoken in the Propheſie of Eze- 
kiel, and the Revelation ei, the 
Four living Creatures whom our T ran- 
flation does harſhly ſtile Four Beaſts, 
having the ſign of a Man, of a Lion, 
of an Ox, of an Eagle, to the Four 
Evangeliſts Matthew, Mark, Luke, John. 
Murk is compared to a Lion becauſe 
his Goſpel begins wich the Preachir.s 
of John Baptiſt who lived in a Wilder- 
neſs. Luke is reſembled to an Ox be- 
cauſe he begins his Goſpel with an ac- 
count of Zechariah, the Prieſt, whole 
Office was to ſacrifice ſuch Beaſts in the 
Temple. John hath the reſemblance 
of an Eagle, on the account of his ta- 
king an Heavenly Flight in deſcribing 
the Divinity of Feſus Chriſt, in the be- 
ginning of his Goſpel. 


Mark's 
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Mark's Golpel is placed next to Ma- 
chen's in our Bibles. 


It is recorded of him in Hiſtory that 
he was of the Jewiſh Prieſthood, but 
mutilated himſelf, cutting off his Right 
Thumb, that he might not attend on 
the Office. He is ſuppoſed to have been 
of the Seventy whom our Lord commi- 
ſionated to preach the Golpel. Peter 
dictated to him, and he wrote what we 
poſſeſs. The reaſon of the ſuppoſition 
is drawn from his more fully deſcribing 
Peter's Fall, and being more ſhort in the 
Account of his Repentance than the 
other Sacred Men, who wrote the E- 
vangelical Hiſtory. Ir's uncertain whe- 
ther he dyed violently, (or not) as 
ſome ſay, who affirm that 
he was dragged through 


Ant lia. 


heat. Hiſt. . 
_ On the Streets by Wicked Men 
p. 128, and ſo expired. 


Luke, a Learned Man, à Phyſitian be- 
loved of the Apo le Pl, and a Com- 
panion of his Travels, wrote his Ge/pel 
under the inſpection of Paul, about 
Fifteen Years after Chriſt's Aſcenſion. 
His Stile is fine, and tuitable for an Hi- 

ſtorian. 


f 


; 
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ſtorian. lr is uncertain what is related 

of his Death, ſome affirming he lived 

Eighty Four Years, others that he was 
Martyred in Bythinia, poſſibly both may 

be true. 


John, the Apoſtle, hath his Goſpel 
placed next in our Bibles, was diſtinct 
from John Baptiſt, whom Herod be- 
headed: And is ſometimes ſtiled John 
the Evangeliſt, and the Divine, he was 
ſirnamed a Son of Thunder, by our Lord, 
as was his Brother James. John is ſaid 
to have been the wealthieſt of all the 
Apoſtles, and for that reaſon, our Lord 
when dying recommended his Mother, 
the Bleſfed Virgin, to the care of this 
Diſciple; was the youngeſt Apoſtle, 
when at the Paſſover he , woe in the 
Boſom of Chriſt, and the beloved 
Diſciple. He did not with the other 
Diiciples deny his Lord, and God gave 
him long Life, being Ninety Nine Years: 
old when he dyed, having been, in a 
miraculous manner, preſerved from 
death, when catit into a Caldron of boy- _ 
ling Oyl; and afterwards was baniſhed 
into the Je of TR The deſigu of 

| his 
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his Goſpel is to confute the Hereticks 
which denyed the Divinity of our Re- 
deemer. 


After the Hiſtory of our Lord, re- 
corded by theſe Inſpired Men, The Acts 
of the Apoſtles obtain a Place, containing 
an Hiſtory of the beginning of Chriſtian 
Religions ſpreading amongſt the Pagans. 


It was written by Lale, who wrote the 


Goſpel, and was in like manner dedi- 
caced to a Perſon of Quality Theophilus. 
The Stile is Maſculine, and the Subject, 
as has been ſaid, Church Hiſtory. The 
Acts of Peter and Paul are chiefly re- 
corded. 


Could a certain ſet of Men have found 
as evident Arguments for Peter's being 
at Rome, as this inſpired Man gives for 
Paul's being there, it would have been 
with them an uncontrolable argument 
for the tupremacy of the Romiſh Pen- 


nf. 


The Epiſtles are placed next in our 
Bibles tho? not according to the time 


Wherein they were written, 


The 


- eV ˙—— 
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The Apoſtle Paul was the Author of 
ſeveral. Whilſt I write concerning this 
excellent Man,I muſt detain the Reader 
a ſhort ſpace of time. His Name be- 
fore he was converted was Saul he was 
of the Tribe of Benjamin, born in a City 
where he had his freedom as a 
Roman ; Educated in Jewiſh Learning 
under Gamaliel, miraculouſly converted, 
by the appearing of Chriſt from Hea- 
ven. Of a temper lively, full of zeal, 
after his becoming a Chriſtian, equal 
to what he was remarkable for, whilſt 
a Phariſee. He was patient in adverſi- 
ty, and humble in his conduct, which 
proceeded from a Chriſtian Principle, 
not from a want of Spirit, for,when Pru- 
dence required, he diſcovered a great- 
neſs of Mind laudable, and to be defen- 
ded, as in pleading his Priviledge as a 
Roman when unjuſtly caſt into Priſon, 
His itature of Body was ſhort, and for 
that realon, ſay ſome, he was called 
Paul, tho* more probable is their opi- 
nion who hold he kad this Name given 
him upon his converting the Proconſul 
Sergius Paulus. He ſeems to have la- 
boured under the diſadvantage of an 
impediment in his ucterance, and to 


H 2 have 


140 
have been afflicted with ſome acute di- 
ſtemper (which he calls a Thorn in the 
Fleſh) that put him in mind of his frail- 
ty as a Mortal Creature. His Travels 
were conſiderable thro' a great part of 
the Roman Empire. God bleſſed him 
with great ſucceſs, and his Name re- 
mains in laſting Records of Sacred Hi- 
ſtory. His Revelations, from Heaven, 


were many, and his skill in declaring, 


and vindicating the Principles of reveal- 
ed Religion ſuch as is not to be paral- 
leled. Fhis excellent Apoſtle was chief- 


ly: imployed among the Gentiles, and 


founded many . hurches, in which was 


eclebrazed the worſhip of his Bleſſed 
Redeemer Chriſt, whole Name occurs 


fome hundred of Times in his Epiſ- 
cles. 


Zattbi He was at length ho- 
mil Div, 


Hift. Theat. noured wich Martyrdom 
Mon. 4. p. under Nero's Government, 
128. in the Fourteenth Year of 


his Reign, who was right- 
ly denominated an Enemy of Mankind. 
Je loft his Head by the ſtroke of the 


Erecutioner, His Soul, ee to 
ara- 
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Paradiſe, is judged to obtain the next 
Place to the Everlaſting Redeemer. 


Another Sacred Penman of the New 
Teſtament was Fames, who wrote the 
Epiſtle that goes under his Name, being 
the Firſt of the Epiſtles, which are de- 
nominated General, the reaſon. of the 
Title is they are not directed to parti- 
cular Churches, as the Epiſtle to the 
Romans, &c, but to the whole Church 
of Chriſt in all places. 


Tho? how the two latter Epiſtles of 
John came by this Title, unleſs becauſe 
they contain general Rules of Living, 
is not ſo eaſie to determine. This James 
ſeems to have been the Son or _Aiphens, 
called the lets, who was ſlain Ly the Fu- 
ry of the Fews, who caſt him from a. 
lofty part of the Temple. | 


Peter, who was an Apollle, wrote. 
Two Epiſtles: He was a Man of a 
warm Spirit, and however he fell into 
a deplorable Sin, his Repentance is: 
Regiſtred, and his Pardon was grant- 
ed. His preſumption ſhould warn all 
againſt truſting in their own reſolutions. 

b 3 His 
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His Repentance ſhould encourage all to 
apply themſelves ro God's Mercy, and 
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not give way to deſpair. He was cru- 
cified wich his head downward. 


Fude alſo wrote an Epiſtle,concerning 
which Origen gives a Teſtimony, to this 
effect that it was not great in bulk, but 
conſiderable for the Matter. He was 
an Apoſtle (not that Judas ſirnamed 
Iſcariot, who betrayed his Maſter) but 


the Brother of James whom Herod mar- 
tyred. 


This Apoſtle whoſe Name is . 


fired Luke 6. 16. and who is called 
Lebbeus, and Thaddaxs, after he had 
preached the Goſpel in Meſoporamia, 


went into Perſia, and there finiſhed his 
Life by Martyrdom. 


Thefe were the Inſpired Men whom 
our bleſſed Redeemer choſe to be his 
Scribes to conſign his Hiſtory, and Do- 
ctrine to Writing. It was for wiſe and 
holy Reaſons that our Royal Prophet 
wrote no part of the New Teſſtament, 
with his own Divine Hand; preventing, 
or cutting off occaſion of Idolatry. The 


Jjraclutes 


: 
1 
? 


an Idolizing of the 
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Iſraelites, who lived diſcontented under 
the conduct of Moſes, would probably 
have worſhipped his Body, when Dead, 
had not God given him an honourable 
Interment, in a Place unknown. 

How much more might they fall into 
ritings of Feſus 
of Nazareth who fondly adore Relicks, 
the Garments, the pretended Bones of 
thoſe Saints, who when living worſhip- 


- ped Jeſus, and who tranſlated from this 


' Bleſſed Inhabitants of Heaven. 


Earth celebrate his Praiſe among the 
The 


Holy Angels, whoſe Hymns, tho' ut- 


®. <4 - 
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tered in a more glorious manner than 
we can the Sacred Poems recorded in 
our Bibles, yet for {ubirance are the lame, 
ſince thole Bleſſed Spirits are faid to 
ſing the Song of Moſes. 


5. 6. The poetical part of Scripture 
is not eaſily diſcerned by common Rea- 
ders. I ſhallmake ſome Remarks briefly 
on that part of the Bible which is of 
that Nature, Poſie hath been Ancient; 
poſſibly tome of the Firit Wriungs that 
ever were compoſed have been metri- 


call. It is certain that ſome parts of 


the 
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the Bible as Ancient as any Writing? 
are poetical. 


Job, Pſalms, Proverbs, Eccleſiaſtes, 
Solomons Song, Lamentations, are all ſo 
accounted. Job is written ina lofty Stile, 
and the Phraſe ſo excellent that it ma 
compare with any Epic Poem, in whic 
fort of Writing fcarce more than Four 
Men have been ſucceſsful, beſides this 
Inſpired Author. The Fifteenth of Ex- 
odus is a Poem, and the Thirty-Se- 


cond of Deut renomy. The Fifth Chap- 


ter of Judges contains the Song of De- 


borah, and in Samuel Book f. Chap. 2. 


is Hannab's Canticle, reſembling the 


Song of the Virgin Mary in the New 
Teſtamenr, and the 3 d of Haballul, 
And che Fifth and part of the Thirty 


Eighth of 7/aiaz, and other Paragraphs 
of the Bible are 4n Verte; Some- of 


whicn, are only wrote in-meaſure; with- 


out regard to Rhym, but others mind 
both the Termination, and the meaſure. 


This not being caſy to be diſcerned by 
them. zo underſtand not tte Hebrew, 


I-wav.' purſuing it, paſſin» on to what 
may be more utcful to promote Practi- 
cal Ho!ync1s, 

6. 5. The 
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$. 7. The ſum of all Saving Know- 

ledge may be contained under theſe 
Four Heads, 

The Things we are to believe, 

What is to be practiſed, 

What is to be prayed for, 

And what is to be partook of, for 
the promoting our Spiritual and Eter- 
nal Welfare, 


As to what we are to believe, the 
Primitive Ages of Chriſtianity had a 
ſhort abſtract of Divine Doctrine, 
commonly called the Apoſtles Creed 
divided into Twelve Articles 3 
to the number of the Authors. Eac 
one is ſaid to have compoſed his after 
this manner. 1. Peter be- | 
gan ſaying, [believe in God 8 . 5. 
the Father Almighty. 2. on: 
then Jahn Added, Maker of Lenid. Phi- 
Heaven and Earth. 3. Af- . Heb. 
ter him James ſaid, I be- Dig 
lreve in Jeſus Chriſt his ouly © * 
Son our Lord. 4. Andrew 
followed in theſe Words, who was con- 
cezved by the Holy Ghoſt, born of the 
Virain Mary. 5. Nextly Philip who 
ſpake, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
Cruciſied, Dead, and Buried, 6. Thomas 

{ubjoined 


1 
1 
* 


146 Obſervations on Chap. III. 


ſubjoined he deſcended into Hell, on the 
Third Day he roſe again from the Dead. 
Bartholomew continued, he aſcended 
into Heaven, and ſitteth at the Ripht 
Hand of God the Father Almighty. 8. 
Matthew pronounced this Article, From 
thence he ſhall come to judge the Quick 
and Dead. 9. James the Son of Alpheus 
hath this Sentence afcribed to him, 7 
believe in the Holy Ghoſt, the Holy Ca- 
tholick Church. 10. Simon called Zelotes 
uttered theſe Words, The Communion 
of Saints, and Forgiveneſs of Sin. 11. 
Jude the Brother of James ſpake the 
ſubſequent poſition, The Reſurrection 
of the Body. 12, Matthew in the laſt 
place. cloſed all, Ana tbe Life Ever- 
lafting, Amen. 

Theſe ſeveral Articles do contain 
what is neceſſary to be embraced in our 
Faith, that we may be diſtinguiſhed 
from Heathens, from Jews, from the 
Sefts that deny the Trinity, from A.- 
theiſts who reject all Religion. 

pretend not to determine when this 
Symbol was firſt received, _ 
nor on what occaſion the ſe- See Kings, 
veral Articles were inſerted. 5%. w 5 7 
Sufficient it is to underſtand 0.27 : 
that nothing is contained in 
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it contrary to Scripture. Our aſſent to 
each of the particulars is requiſite for 
the reaſon already named. 


§. 8. A ſound Faith without a good 
Conſcience will not denominate us true 
Chriſtians. For every Article of our 
Faith caſts a favourable aſpect on an 
Holy Life ; The Directions for which 
are ſummarily comprehended in the 
Ten Commandments, thele Rules 
are to be offered for our underſt and- 
ing the Decalogue. 


Firſt, The Law of God does not only 
require External Obedience but hath 4 
reſpect to the inward Temper, and Act: 
of the Soul, Two diſtinct Things theſe 
are, for as Man's Soul is not his Body, 
nor his Body his Soul, fo it is poſſible 
he may yield an outward Obedience 
to the command, whilſt in his Heart a. 
wretched enmity againſt Divine Objects 
remains, Our Lord, in explaining the 
Law of Moſes, ſhews that by the irre- 
gularity of our Thoughts we may be- 
come guilty in God's Account, Maet 
Chap. 5. Cc, It was the Error of the 
Formal Phariſees to ablolve a Man if he 

minded 
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minded only the Externals of Religi- 


on. 

Secondly, in all the Commandments 
there is fomewhat Forbidden, and ſomes 
what required. 

As when we are required to have 
none other God before the great God 
our Maker, which is the ſenie of the 
Firſt Commandment, thereis ſomething 
expreſly forbid, and that which is re- 
quired is that we ſhould make choice 
af God for our God, and worſhip, and 
glorifie him accordingly. 

In the Second Table it is ſaid, Thon 
Halt not ſteal. This Eighth Command- 
ment expreſly forbids Theſt, and in it 
is implyed a Precept to promote the 
Wealth and Proſperity of our Neigh- 
bour when opportuniry offers. 

Thirdly, in every Command ſomething 
more is intended than is expreſſed. As 
under the Sixth Commandment, which 
forbids Murder, all Raſhnels, Revenge, 
Rage, Cc. is prohibited. And as ſome 
Precepts reſpect Man as a ſociable Crea- 
ture, the Law reaches to all in the ſociety. 
Children are to honour their Parents, 
Parents are to cducate, and take care 
of their .. hildren, And ſome Sins are 
forbidden, in the prohibition of which 

the 
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the incentives, occaſions, &c. are alſo 


to be conſidered as things that we are 
obliged to avoid. 


Fourthly, the Ten Commandments being 
divided into Two Tables, the Firſt con- 
taining Four, the Second containing Six 
Commands: the Precepts of the Firſt Ta- 
ble, which reſpe& God, are ſupcriour to the 
Commanas of the Second Table, which 
reſpect our fellow Creatures, We are 
bound to honour our Parents, but when 
we muſt either fin againſt God, or looſe 
their Favour, It is our Duty to prefer 
the Honour of God before the pleaſing 
our Earthly Parents. 

We are obliged to mind our ſecular 
Imployments, but not on the Lord's 
Day, which is to be kept Holy, that 
is, peculiarly to be ſer apart for Re- 
ligious Duties. Yet the Command of 


' keeping the Sabbath, yields to works 


of Mercy, ſuch as preſerving our own, 
and the Lives of others, nay to the 


care that Men are to take of Beajts, 


for ſo much time is to be ſpared as 


that they may not itarve, whilit we 
keep a Sabbath. 


Fifthly, ſome Precepts are cal.'el affr- 
mative, in which wi:at Wwe are to per- 
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form is preſcribed, againſt which by Sins 
of omiſſion Mes offend. Others are 
Negative, which ſhew what we are to 
avoid, and Men offend againſt them 
by Sins of Commiſſion. 

Negative Precepts bind at all times, 
for we may never do what is for- 
bidden ; whereas ſuch things as are 
required as Duties never ceaſe to 
be ſuch, yet we are not always to 
be in their Exerciſe. | 

As giving Alms to the Poor, and 
hearing the Word of God, both are 
Duties, but we are not always, with- 
out intermiſhon, to be in the exerciſe 
of either; it being impracticable. 


We have not every moment a fight 


of the neceſſitous, nor opportunity of 
hearing. Beſides one Duty is not to 
overthrow another, 

Sixthly, Love is the Fountain from 
whence all Obedience is to flow, and 
the end of our obſerving the Com- 
mands. 

Love to God is to animate our 
Obedience to the Firſt Table, and 
love to our Neigbour is to enliven 
our conformity to the ſecond Table 
Precepts, This is the fulfilling the 


Command 
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Command. Theſe Two, love God, and 


love thy . Neighbour, are the great 


Precepts which are in the Divine 
Law, according to what our Lord de- 
dclares, Matt. 22.37 Cc. 


Theſe Things 8 pre miſed we 
are to obſerve theſe following Rules 
to govern and judge of our ſelves in 
the obedience we perform. 

Firſt, the whole Law is to be obeyed 


intirely. 


Not only are we to yield an out- 
ward Obedience, but inward, and the 
obſerving one Command does not ex- 
cuſe us from regarding the other. 
Our honeſty in our Traffick, or indus- 
try in our particular calling is not to 
be a pretence for not worſhipping of 
God, either in praying, or receivingrhe 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. Nor 
our being careful not to take God's 
Name in vain an excuſe for injuſtice, or 
Lying. | 

To the Integrity of our Obedience 
we are to add perpetuity, for the.Law 


is a perpetual Rule of Living. 


Secondly, as the Commands are not all 
alike as to neceſſity, fo the Sins which 
Men contract the guilt of ave not alike 

B61, 64S 
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heinous. The leaſt Sin deſerves death, 
but ſome Sins are, on the Account of 
aggravating circumſtances, more diſ- 
pleaſing, and expoſe Men to a greater 
vengeance than others. To fin thro' 
madvertence expoſes to condemnation, 
but to ſin knowingly, preſumptuouſty, 
renders a Man in a more fearful man- 
ner obnoxious to Divine Indignation - 
Nor may we pretend that Chriſt hath 
abrogated the Law ſince he makes 
known the contrary. Matth. 5. 18. 19: 
The Moral Law remains an invariable 
Rule of Life, tho? we cannot merit Life 
by our imperfectObedience. | 
Satisfaction and l * 
a Learned Man) belong who- ©... ch. 
ly to Chriſt ; but — Obe- 8. + 
dience becomes neceſſary and 
indiſpenſible from the nature of God, 
aud our relation to him as we are Crea- 
tures. Our Obligation to Obedience is ſo 
far from being diſſolved, by what Chriſt 
hath done for us, that it is much more 
confirmed thereby. 

Holineſs is the way which they who are 
redeemed are to take in order to enjoy 
Eternal Life, and they who do not en- 
deavour to regulate themſelves accord- 


ingly 


Lukin In- 
troduc. 10 
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ingly cannot enjoy any Evidence of 
their being juſtified by Chriſt's Righte- 
ouſneſs imputed. 


§. 9. Prayer to God is an eſſential 
Duty and Priviledge of a Chriſtian. 
The Things for which we may ſuppli- 
cate the favour of God, are briefly 
mentioned in the Lords Prayer. It is 
requiſite that we ſhould underſtand 
the Will of God in this matter. God 
hath in Scripture given us Promiſes, in 
diverſe kinds, which are to be conſi- 
dered, in order to our being directed 
how to regulate our Addreſſes. 


The great Promiſe is pardoning Mer- 
cy, but we are to obſerve how it is 
made. It is for Chriſt's ſake to them 
who believe, and repent, and when we 
beg for the favour we muſt regard the 
manner in which it may be expected. 
We have Promiſes referring to our 
Preſervation from the Snares of the 
World, from the Temptations of the 
Devil, we are to take care that we do 
not run into the Snares, and into the 
way of Temptation, which we pray 
againſt. We may pray for Proſperity 


in our undertakings, bur then they mult 
be 
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be lawful. We may pray for Life, and 
Health, but are not fooliſhly ro take 
courſes that may ſhorten the one, and 
deſtroy the other. Ir is our duty to 
pray that the Word of God may be of 
advantage to us, but then we muit hear, 
and regard what we hear, if we ex- 
pect a gracious anſwer. The great 
Bleſſing of Eternal Happineſs is made 
known in the Everlaſting Goſpel, We 
are to regulate all our other Defires, ſo 
as to bring them into a ſubſerviency to 
our enjoying an accompliſhment of that 
which is of the greateſt moment. 


8 10. The Sacraments of the New 
Teſtament are to be conſidered by us, 
and our Obedience to Jeſus Chriſt to be 
ſhewn, by partaking of them, accord- 
ing to the command of the Goſpel. 
Thele are the Seals of the Everlaſting 
Covenant. 

Baptiſm is the Firſt of theſe, it ſig- 
nifies to us, our Union with Chriſt, and 
our Obligation ro be his Servants. 
Whoever knowingly, (not having in 
his Infancy been baptized) lives in con- 
tempt of ir, is unworthy to be called 
a Chriſtian, | 

The 
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The Lord's Supper is alſo to be ob- 
ſerved. 


It is a Memorial of Chriſt's death, 
and a Seal of our Pardon : And on our 
art a renewal of our Engagements to 
his Servants. The Almighty does 
at his Table treat us as his adopted, uid 
we are obliged, with becoming prepara- 
tion, renewed Repentance for paſt Sins, 
and ſerious Reſolutions by divine aſſi- 
ſtance, to be careful of Religion in our 
Retirements, and Juſtice, Truth, and 
Equity in our Converſation, toapproach 
to this venerable Ordinance. Thus be- 
lieving what are the Articles of our 
Chriſtian Eaith, walking in a courſe of 
Obedience to the Divine Law, praying 
to God, obleving the Inſtitutions o 
our bleſſed Redeemer, our having the 
Bible will be ſo far from being an aggra- 
vation of our Ruine at lait (which it 
will prove to ſome) as that we (hall 
have juſt reaſon to look on it as the moſt 
valuable Treaſure, and _— the prin- 
©:pal Bleſſings which God beſtowes. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Directions for the Profitable reading 
the Scriptures. Reading to be 
accompanied with Hearing. And 
with Prayer. 94 ith a S now 
Deſign of Pra#iſing our Duty. 
Wis 4 Auges 3 W 15 
Faith, and Application to our 
ſelves. 


Hen a Nobleman of 

e/Ethiopia was read- Act 8. 

ing the Fifty-Third Chap- 

ter of Iſaiab, he confeſſed himſelf to be 
at a loſs, not apprehending what that 
Paragraph intended. 


I doubt not but that many, who have 
Wiſdom to prefer the Truths of the 
Bible before the glittering Enjoyments 
of Humane Life, do make alike ac- 
knowledgement. It is with an intenti- 
on of ſerving them that the following 
Counſels are offered . 

§. 1. The 


IV. 
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F. 1, The hearing of the Word preach- 
ed is to accompany the reading of it, that 
it may be the more profit able. 


I believe very few, or none who neg- 
let to hear make Conſcience of reading 
the Oracles of Heaven, in their retire- 
ments: Both in their Places are to be re- 

arded. God hath uſually honoured 
the Preaching of the Word to be an 
efficacious means to convince Men of 
Sin, to per{wade them to Faith, and Re- 
pentance. If any alledge they do know 
as much as a Miniſter can inform them, 
their opinion of themſelves is not ro be 
regarded, but it rather may be replyed, 
for this reaſon they ſhould hear, rhar 
they may diſcover Truth from Error, 
ſince they mult neceſſarily judge them- 
{elves more capable of 1o doing than 
others, who are lefs wiſe in their own 
eonceits. Did I think ſuch Men of Un- 
derſtanding would take the pains to read 
ſo much, l would venture to add another 
Argument for their hearing of the Word 
preached (v:z.) that ſo others, who have 
not arrived to the very heighth of know- 
ledge, may by their Examples be encou- 
raged to actend where they may receive 
K 3 Inſtructions 
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Inſiructions neceſſary to their Eternal 
Bleſſedneſs. 

My deſign is to do good to them who 
have a leſs opinion of themſelves, and 
conſequently whoſe Benefit is more like- 
ty to be procured, To fuch then I re- 
commend diligent hearing of Sermons, 
The explicatory part of a Sermon (that 
is worthy that name) gives oftentimes 
an infighr into a conſiderable part of a 
Chapter. 

Sometimes the Scope, or occaſion of a 
dark paſſage of Scripture are advanta- 
giouily repreſented, from whence they 
who have not leiſure to turn over large 
commentaries may receive conſiderable 
Profit. The oblervation is worthy to 
be remembred, that the private Duties 
of Religion, ſuch as Prayer, and read- 
ing of the Scripture, do fit us for more 
Publick Service of God; And the hear. 
ing the Word in Publick does tend to 
keep up the vigour of Keligion on our 
Spirits in our retirements, 

A Lord's Day becouungly obſerved 
tends to the ſupport of Re:1gion, thro” 
the {ſeveral Paſſages of the enfuingWeek; 
and to intermix ſerious Thoughts with 
{ccular Affairs is the way to have prof. 

; table 
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table Sabbaths. The Duties of Religi- 
on caſt a favourable aſpect on each other. 
Whoſoever makes conſcience of hear- 
ing, as well as reading, will by his own 
experience be able to bear Witneis to 
the utefulneſs of what is Ho recommen- 


ded. 


S. 2. Prayer to God for Heavenly Wiſ- 
dom is alſo to be conſidered as neceſſary for 
reading the Scripture with advantage. 

It is not enough for us to ay that Hu. 
mane Helps, without the aſſiſtance o 
Divine Grace, are ſufficient for our un-t 
derſtanding the Bible. They are not to 
be neglected, upon a vain imaginary 
expectation of immediate Illuminations, 
nor are they to be truſted to without in- 
vok ing the benediction of that God why 
is the Father of Lights, and who alone 
can teach us to profit. 

T hat God can giie us more Know- 
ledge of Divine Things than what we 
have at preient is certam; and as he re- 
quires us to read and tearch the Scrip- 
rures, ſo it's our Wildom to implore 
his Bleſſing upon us that our Under- 
landings may be enlarged, and that we 
may have more full ditcoveries of what 
is written in our Bibles. 

K 4 For 


ral ſenſe of the Scriptures, a ſpiritual 


Knowledge is neceſſary to our conſola- b 


tion, and growth in Holineſs. 

A Man may underſtand the Gramma- 
:rcal Senſe of a Propoſition in Euclids E- 
/ements, but not perceive the ſeveral in- 
termediate Ideas, of which the demon- 
{ration doth conſiſt, and ſo remain ig- 
norant of it's Mathematical Senſe. 

In like manner he may read the Bible, 
and perceive the coherence of one Pro- 
polition, with another, without being 
indowed with a Spiritual perception of 
the Articles of Religion. 

This Spiritual Underſtanding reſults 
from a comparing our own Frame, and 
Temper with what we read, to the at- 
tainment of which the Grace of God is 
neceſſary : Which Grace we ought to 
beg, and conſequently Humble Prayer 
is to accompany our reading of the 
SCripture. 


F. 3.4 Seri ous deſign of practiſing what 
we ſhall underſtand to be our Duty is to 


be conſidered, as requiſue to a profitable 


reading the Scriptures. 
Meu read the Scriptures partly out 
of cuitom, partly that they may not be 
utter 


_ 
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For beſides the underſtanding the lite- 
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utter Strangers to the Religion they pro- 
feſs. Nor are they to be diſcouraged 
from ſo doing, but further to be adviſed 
ro doit with a deſign of becoming more 
holy, and to promote a regularity of 
Heart, and Converſation. 

To fin againſt Knowledge is a {ad me- 
thod to provoke God to leave us to a 
Spirit of Error, and Giddynels. 

To omit Duties that we perceive are 
commanded, or to commit Sins which 
we know to be ſuch, will render our 
State more deplorable, at the Day of 
Judgment, than theirs who never had a 
Bible to inſtruct them in the Doctrines 
of Salvation, of Faith and Sanctity. 


F. 4. In our reading let us attend to what 
we read with diligence. 

Reading of Scripture out of cuſtom 
does ſometimes render Men unattentive 
to what they read, and that intercepts 
their profiting, 

A perfunctory diſcharge of the Duties 
of Religion is too often the fault of them 
whoſe Conſciences will not ſuffer them 
to be at quiet if they ſhould totally omit 
them: From thence proceeds their ha- 
ſtineſs in ſurveying the Holy Scriptures, 
their hurry When on their knees, and a 

fatal 
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fatal Stop to their advancement in Chri- 
ſtianity. We ſhould conſider the part 
of the Bible we read, whether it be an 
Hiſtory, a Propheſie, or a Coctrinal 
Diſcourſe, and regard the ſeveral parti- 
culars of it, and ſee what things may be 
deduced from it to our benefit, 


§. 5. Believe what we read. This is 
of higheſt Importance, for he who be- 
lieves not the Scripture to be the Word 
of God, will receive little advantage by 
his reading. And as this general pro- 


poſition is to be received as Truth, the 


Scriptures of rhe Old and New Teſta- 
ment, are the Word of God, or of Divine 
Original, fo we ſhould conſider of it 
whilit we are reading. The realizing 
this Truth will tend ro our making a 
becomingimprovement of what we read, 
whether it be a Doctrine to be believed, 
a Duty to be performed, a threatning 
againſt Sin, or a Promile to Obedience. 
Finally apply what we read to our ſelves, 
fee how it afjetts us and what the Duty is 
which God requires of us in particular, 
Endeavour to underſtand what Promiles 
belong to us that we may be encouraged 
in ourChriliian Courſe towards Heaven; 
Aud to diſcern what Precepts ſuit us in 
our 
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our preſent circumſiances. God doth, 
in what is written in the Bible, direct 
himſelf to us in particular, offering his 
Mercy, diſplaying his Threatnings to us, 
as if our Names were inſerted in the 
Holy Oracles. 

He who thus conſcientiouſly ſearches 
into the Scriptures, will find that no 
Knowledge is comparable to an under- 
ſtandingof his Bible. Nothing will give 
greater conſolation in a dying hour than 
the Thoughts of Life ſpent in the ſorvice 
of God, which the Holy Bible directs 
unto. The remembrance of the delight- 
ful Paſſages of the Scriptures will refreſh 
the Mind in the Agonies of Death, and 
be an happy mean to give a triumphant 
Paſſage into Eternity. Bleſſed are they 
who read the Bible, and underſtand what 
they read, and take the mealures pre- 
ſcribed for their reconciliation with God, 
and for their conduct in this Worid. 

Should it be proclaimed to Men that 
the ever ble ſſed God had ordered a Book 
to be co npiled, and that but one Copy 
of it was to be ſeen, which might be 
viewed by all who would undertake a 
long Pilgrimage to ſatisfy their curioſi- 
ty, how many would be at the pains, to 

travel 
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travel far, that they might have a view 
of ſo valuable a Volume? Let not the 
commoneſs of the Mercy render it 
mean in your Eyes ; But with a thank- 
ful remper of Spirit read this Book, 
{ome part of it, every day,andwhen finiſn- 
ed renew your reading; for be aſſured 
if, following theſe Counſels, you read it 
ever ſo often, freſh delight will ariſe, 
new things will oſſer themſelves to your 
Thoughts, and you will at laſt count 
that time beſt ſpent which you allotted 
do this, or the like holy Imployment. 


Tibi Domine 
Et à Te. 


— 
9 


To find Errata in Printed Booki is fo common, that it's no 
longer a reproach, Should the Reader forbear peruſing a 
Treariſe until ore came to h m without Afiſtakes, he would 
be in olved in a miſery which the Itelians deep'y recent. . 
A Waring fer them tuat will never come, 1o prevent his dil- 
ap; ointment the following Table of Err is offered co his 
Notice with an ackne wledęement of Fault to be Tonretcd, 
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